
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 56878 April 24, 2008 
Course as a ‘‘Legacy Project for the 21st Cen-
tury’’, and after significant private funding 
and contributions were committed and pro-
vided; and 

Whereas the Langston Golf Course and re-
lated recreational facilities have tradition-
ally provided additional quality of life value 
to all residents of Washington, DC, and will 
do more so once upgraded to meet its obvi-
ous athletic and historical promise: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 
that— 

(1) Langston Golf Course, its general man-
agement, and the Royal Golf and Wake 
Robin Golf Clubs are to be commended for 
their historical and ongoing contributions to 
the local community and the Nation; 

(2) the Director of the National Park Serv-
ice and the Secretary of the Interior should 
give appropriate consideration to the future 
budget needs of this important park in the 
National Park System; and 

(3) the Secretary of the Senate should 
transmit an enrolled copy of this resolution 
to the general manager of the Langston Golf 
Course. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 533—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE REGARDING THE POLIT-
ICAL SITUATION IN ZIMBABWE 

Mr. KERRY (for himself, Mr. COLE-
MAN, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
DODD, Mr. OBAMA, and Mr. ISAKSON) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 533 

Whereas, on March 29, 2008, parliamentary 
and presidential elections were held in 
Zimbabwe amid widespread reports of voting 
irregularities in favor of the ruling 
Zimbabwe African National Union-Patriotic 
Front (ZANU–PF) party and President Rob-
ert Mugabe, including, according to the De-
partment of State, ‘‘production of far more 
ballots than there were registered vot-
ers. . .[and] the allowance of police in polling 
places’’; 

Whereas official results showed that the 
opposition Movement for Democratic Change 
(MDC) won a majority of seats in the par-
liamentary elections, and independent mon-
itors concluded based on initially posted re-
sults that MDC leader Morgan Tsvangirai re-
ceived substantially more votes than Presi-
dent Mugabe in the presidential election; 

Whereas, as of April 24, 2008, the Zimbabwe 
Electoral Commission has still not released 
the results of the presidential election, de-
spite calls to do so by the African Union 
(AU), the European Union, the Government 
of South Africa, the Southern African Devel-
opment Community (SADC), United Nations 
Secretary-General Ban Ki Moon, and the 
United States; 

Whereas, on April 19, 2008, the Zimbabwe 
Electoral Commission officially commenced 
recounting ballots cast in 23 parliamentary 
constituencies, primarily in districts that 
did not support candidates affiliated with 
ZANU–PF; 

Whereas, on April 21, 2008, British Foreign 
Secretary David Miliband stated that the on-
going recount was potentially a ‘‘charade of 
democracy’’ that ‘‘only serves to fuel sus-
picion that President Mugabe is seeking to 
reverse the results that have been published, 
to regain a majority in parliament, and to 
amplify his own count in the presidential 

election,’’ and accused him of trying ‘‘to 
steal the election’’; 

Whereas, the Government of Zimbabwe has 
arrested numerous members of the media 
and election officials, and over 1,000 
Zimbabweans have reportedly been fleeing 
into South Africa every day, while forces 
loyal to the government have engaged in a 
brutal and systematic effort to intimidate 
voters; 

Whereas, on April 20, 2008, the MDC re-
leased a detailed report showing that more 
than 400 of its supporters had been arrested, 
500 had been attacked, 10 had been killed, 
and 3,000 families had been displaced, and 
Human Rights Watch reported on April 19, 
2008, that ZANU–PF is operating ‘‘torture 
camps’’ where opposition supporters are 
being beaten; 

Whereas United States Ambassador to the 
United Nations Zalmay Khalilzad stated on 
April 16, 2008, that he was ‘‘gravely con-
cerned about the escalating politically moti-
vated violence perpetrated by security forces 
and ruling party militias’’; 

Whereas, while there is currently no inter-
national embargo on arms transfers to 
Zimbabwe, a Chinese ship carrying weapons 
destined for Zimbabwe was recently pre-
vented from unloading its cargo in Durban, 
South Africa, and has been denied access to 
other ports in the region due to concerns 
that the weapons could further destabilize 
the situation in Zimbabwe; 

Whereas Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice stated on April 17, 2008, that President 
Mugabe has ‘‘done more harm to his country 
than would have been imaginable . . . the 
last years have been really an abomination 
. . .’’ and called for the AU and SADC to play 
a greater role in resolving the crisis; 

Whereas, the Department of State’s 2007 
Country Report on Human Rights Practices 
stated that, in Zimbabwe, ‘‘the ruling par-
ty’s dominant control and manipulation of 
the political process through intimidation 
and corruption effectively negated the right 
of citizens to change their government. Un-
lawful killings and politically motivated ab-
ductions occurred. State sanctioned use of 
excessive force increased, and security forces 
tortured members of the opposition, student 
leaders, and civil society activists’’; and 

Whereas annual inflation in Zimbabwe is 
reportedly running over 150,000 percent, un-
employment stands at over 80 percent, hun-
ger affects over 4,000,000 people, and an esti-
mated 3,500 people die each week from hun-
ger, disease, and other causes related to ex-
tremely poor living conditions: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Sen-
ate— 

(1) to support the people of Zimbabwe, who 
have been subjected to incredible hardships, 
including violence, political repression, and 
severe economic deprivation, in their aspira-
tions for a free, democratic, and more pros-
perous future; 

(2) to call for an immediate cessation of 
politically motivated violence, detentions, 
and efforts to intimidate the people of 
Zimbabwe perpetrated by Zimbabwe’s secu-
rity forces and militias loyal to ZANU–PF; 

(3) that the Zimbabwe Electoral Commis-
sion should immediately release the legiti-
mate results of the presidential election and 
ratify the previously announced results of 
the parliamentary elections; 

(4) that President Robert Mugabe should 
accept the will of the people of Zimbabwe in 
order to effect a timely and peaceful transi-
tion to genuine democratic rule; 

(5) that regional organizations, including 
SADC and the AU, should play a sustained 

and active role in resolving the crisis peace-
fully and in a manner that respects the will 
of the people of Zimbabwe; 

(6) that the United Nations Security Coun-
cil should be seized of the issue of Zimbabwe, 
support efforts to bring about a peaceful res-
olution of the crisis that respects the will of 
the people of Zimbabwe, and impose an 
international arms embargo on Zimbabwe 
until a legitimate democratic government 
has taken power; 

(7) that the United States Government and 
the international community should impose 
targeted sanctions against additional indi-
viduals in the Government of Zimbabwe and 
state security services and militias in 
Zimbabwe who are responsible for human 
rights abuses and interference in the legiti-
mate conduct of the elections in Zimbabwe; 
and 

(8) that the United States Government and 
the international community should work 
together to prepare a comprehensive eco-
nomic and political recovery package for 
Zimbabwe in the event that a genuinely 
democratic government is formed and com-
mits to implementing key constitutional, 
economic, and political reforms. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 4576. Mr. AKAKA (for himself and Mr. 
BURR) proposed an amendment to the bill S. 
1315, to amend title 38, United States Code, 
to enhance veterans’ insurance and housing 
benefits, to improve benefits and services for 
transitioning servicemembers, and for other 
purposes. 

SA 4577. Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. BEN-
NETT, Mr. GRASSLEY, and Ms. STABENOW) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill S. 334, to provide af-
fordable, guaranteed private health coverage 
that will make Americans healthier and can 
never be taken away; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 
SA 4576. Mr. AKAKA (for himself and 

Mr. BURR) proposed an amendment to 
the bill S. 1315, to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to enhance vet-
erans’ insurance and housing benefits, 
to improve benefits and services for 
transitioning servicemembers, and for 
other purposes; as follows: 

On page 12, beginning on line 8, strike 
‘‘June 1, 2008’’ and insert ‘‘April 1, 2009’’. 

On page 13, line 17, strike ‘‘January 1, 2008’’ 
and insert ‘‘January 1, 2009’’. 

On page 14, line 9, strike ‘‘January 1, 2008’’ 
and insert ‘‘January 1, 2009’’ 

On page 29, line 7, strike ‘‘October 1, 2007’’ 
and insert ‘‘October 1, 2008’’. 

On page 29, line 12, strike ‘‘December 31, 
2008’’ and insert ‘‘December 31, 2009’’. 

On page 30, line 19, strike ‘‘December 31, 
2008’’ and insert ‘‘December 31, 2009’’. 

On page 35, line 22, add after the period the 
following: ‘‘The amendment made by the pre-
ceding sentence shall take effect on October 
1, 2008, and shall expire on January 1, 2010.’’. 

On page 38, beginning on line 21, strike 
‘‘the date of the enactment of this Act’’ and 
insert ‘‘April 1, 2009’’. 

On page 41, line 16, strike ‘‘May 1, 2008’’ 
and insert ‘‘April 1, 2009’’. 

On page 41, line 18, strike ‘‘May 1, 2008’’ 
and insert ‘‘April 1, 2009’’. 

On page 41, line 24, strike ‘‘the date of the 
enactment of this Act’’ and insert ‘‘April 1, 
2009’’. 
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On page 42, line 1, strike ‘‘the date of the 

enactment of this Act’’ and insert ‘‘that 
date’’. 

On page 59, line 17, strike ‘‘October 1, 2007’’ 
and insert ‘‘October 1, 2008’’. 

On page 62, line 22, strike ‘‘October 1, 2007’’ 
and insert ‘‘October 1, 2008’’. 

On page 67, line 23, strike ‘‘October 1, 2007’’ 
and insert ‘‘October 1, 2008’’. 

On page 71, beginning on line 9, strike ‘‘Oc-
tober 1, 2007, and ending on September 30, 
2011’’ and insert ‘‘October 1, 2008, and ending 
on September 30, 2012’’. 

On page 71, line 23, strike ‘‘March 31, 2011’’ 
and insert ‘‘March 31, 2012’’. 

On page 72, line 3, strike ‘‘September 30, 
2011’’ and insert ‘‘September 30, 2012’’. 

On page 72, line 14, strike ‘‘fiscal years 2008 
through 2011’’ and inserting ‘‘fiscal years 2009 
through 2012’’. 

On page 73, line 4, strike ‘‘fiscal year 2011’’ 
and insert ‘‘fiscal year 2012’’. 

On page 75, beginning on line 22, strike 
‘‘December 31, 2010’’ and insert ‘‘December 
31, 2011’’. 

SA 4577. Mr. WYDEN (for himself, 
Mr. BENNETT, Mr. GRASSLEY, and Ms. 
STABENOW) submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 334, to provide affordable, guar-
anteed private health coverage that 
will make Americans healthier and can 
never be taken away; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Finance; as 
follows: 

On page 7, line 18, strike the period and in-
sert the following: ‘‘or an employer-spon-
sored health coverage plan described under 
section 103 offered by an employer.’’. 

On page 11, beginning on line 3, strike ‘‘of-
fered through the HHA of the adult individ-
ual’s State of residence’’. 

On page 12, beginning on line 4, strike ‘‘of-
fered through the HHA of the adult individ-
ual’s State of residence’’. 

On page 16, between lines 3 and 4, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 103. HEALTH COVERAGE PLANS OFFERED 

BY EMPLOYERS. 
(a) PLAN REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—A health coverage plan de-

scribed in section 105(h)(6) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to self-insured 
plans) that is offered by an employer shall be 
subject to— 

(A) the requirements of subtitle B (except 
for subsections (a), (d)(2), and (d)(4) of sec-
tion 111); and 

(B) a risk-adjustment mechanism used to 
spread risk across all health plans. 

(2) OTHER PLANS.—A health coverage plan 
that is not described in section 105(h)(6) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 that is of-
fered by an employer shall be subject to the 
requirements of subtitle B (except for sub-
section (a) of section 111). 

(b) DISTRIBUTION OF INFORMATION.—Em-
ployers that offer an employer-sponsored 
health coverage plan shall distribute to em-
ployees standardized, unbiased information 
on HAPI plans and supplemental health in-
surance options provided by the State HHA 
under section 502(b). 

(c) PLANS OFFERED THROUGH EMPLOYERS.— 
An employer-sponsored health coverage plan 
shall be offered by an employer and not 
through the applicable State HHA. 

On page 22, on line 13, insert ‘‘(including a 
risk-adjustment mechanism)’’ after ‘‘rating 
principals’’. 

On page 102, line 19, insert ‘‘The preceding 
sentence shall not apply to any employer 

who has less than 10 employees.’’ after 
‘‘when paid.’’. 

On page 117, line 9, insert ‘‘(except for em-
ployer-sponsored health coverage plans de-
scribed under section 103 offered by employ-
ers)’’ after ‘‘HHA’’. 

On page 117, between lines 15 and 16, insert 
the following: 

(4) make risk-adjusted payments to all 
health insurance issuers and employers offer-
ing a HAPI plan in such State to account for 
the specific population covered by the plan, 
in accordance with guidelines established by 
the Secretary; 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, April 24, 2008, at 
9:30 a.m., in closed session to receive a 
briefing on a sensitive intelligence 
matter. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 
Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
April 24, 2008, at 10 a.m., to conduct a 
committee hearing entitled ‘‘Turmoil 
in U.S. Credit Markets: Examining the 
U.S. Regulatory Framework Assessing 
Sovereign Investments.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to hold 
an Executive Session during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday, April 
24, 2008, at 10:30 a.m., in Room 253 of 
the Russell Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to hold 
an Executive Session during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday, April 
24, 2008, at 2:30 p.m., in Room 253 of the 
Russell Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, April 24, 2008, at 10 a.m., 
in Room 215 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to hear testimony on 
‘‘Tax Aspects of a Cap-and-Trade Sys-
tem.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, April 24, 2008, at 
9:30 a.m. to hold a hearing on imple-
menting smart power: setting an agen-
da for national security reform. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, April 24, 2008, at 2 
p.m. to hold a hearing on international 
debt relief. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, April 24, 2008, at 
4:45 p.m. to hold a briefing on a classi-
fied matter. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be authorized to meet, 
during the session of the Senate, in 
order to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Restoring FDA’s Ability to Keep 
America’s Families Safe’’ on Thursday, 
April 24, 2008. The hearing will com-
mence at 9:30 a.m. in Room 106 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized 
to meet on Thursday, April 24, at 9 a.m. 
in Room 562 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building to conduct a business 
meeting on pending issues to be fol-
lowed immediately by an oversight 
hearing on ‘‘Recommendations for Im-
proving the Federal Acknowledgment 
Process.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate, to conduct an executive busi-
ness meeting on Thursday, April 24, 
2008, at 10 a.m. in Room SD–226 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Select 
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