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I have introduced H.R. 3000, the Josephine 
Butler United States Health Service Act, to 
make the United States Health Service its own 
independent executive branch and establish 
an Office of the Inspector General for Health 
Services. 

My bill would require the Health Service to 
ensure that everyone has the right and the 
ability to access the highest quality health care 
available regardless of cost. Mr. Speaker, pro-
viding universal health care is the right thing to 
do and it is consistent with our values as a na-
tion and the goals of Cover the Uninsured 
Week. 

Mr. WEXLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ac-
knowledge ‘‘Cover the Uninsured Week.’’ We 
must recognize the tragic reality that 47 million 
Americans, including 9 million children, are un-
insured in America. In my home State of Flor-
ida, the figures are even more striking, with 20 
percent of Floridians lacking health insurance. 
Millions of hard-working Americans with full- 
time jobs lack affordable health care options. 

For example, a woman in my district, 
Florianne, has worked as a housekeeper for a 
local hospital for 3 years and is uninsured. 
She cannot afford to pay for health insurance 
for her children despite having a full-time job. 
In 2004, when Florianne worked directly for 
the hospital, she received health benefits. 
Today, the hospital subcontracts its house-
keeping operations, causing her to lose her 
health insurance. With rent, food, gas, and 
utilities eating up her $692 biweekly paycheck, 
there is not a dollar to spare for her son’s 
glasses or basic checkups, let alone a $768 
monthly premium. 

I wish Florianne’s predicament was unique. 
All across Palm Beach County, the State of 
Florida and throughout the United States, chil-
dren like Florianne’s miss doctor’s appoint-
ments, forego needed prescriptions, and are 
denied adequate health care. Their parents 
work hard but still cannot afford health care for 
their families. This is totally unacceptable in 
the wealthiest nation on Earth. 

In Congress, I have sponsored legislation to 
fund insurance for millions of children across 
the country, introduced legislation to make 
Medicare more affordable for seniors, and 
voted to increase funding for community 
health centers willing to treat uninsured indi-
viduals. I am also a sponsor of the U.S. Na-
tional Health Insurance Act (H.R. 676), which 
would reform our health care system and pro-
vide health insurance for every man, woman, 
and child. Unfortunately, many of these pro-
posals have been shot down by the Bush ad-
ministration. 

‘‘Cover the Uninsured Week’’ reminds us all 
that America desperately needs leadership in 
the White House and in Congress to work to-
gether to achieve the affordable health care 
that all Americans deserve. 
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GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
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PEAK OIL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. BARTLETT) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
minority leader. 

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Mr. 
Speaker, I came early to our office yes-
terday morning, and I opened the door 
and took the newspapers inside and put 
them out on the reading table. And as 
I took them out, seven of them, four 
newspapers and three of the kind of in-
side-the-beltway papers, I noted the 
lead story above the fold. In the Sun 
there were two stories: ‘‘Demand Eats 
Supply, swiftly rising food prices are 
undoing progress in fighting hunger 
globally’’; and another above the fold 
headline: ‘‘Energy Bill Aid Payouts on 
Rise.’’ Then I picked up the Wash-
ington Times and noticed an above the 
fold headline, ‘‘Bush Lays Gas Blame 
on Congress.’’ And then I picked up the 
Washington Post, a major headline 
above the fold: ‘‘Syphoning Off Corn to 
Fuel Our Cars.’’ And then the Wall 
Street Journal, the biggest headline 
above the fold, with a graphic and pic-
ture above it: ‘‘Grain Companies’ Prof-
it Soar As Global Food Crisis Mounts.’’ 

And then I took the three inside-the- 
beltway newspapers to put them on the 
reading table, and I looked at the head-
lines there, on the front page: ‘‘Gas 
Prices Fuel Effort to Jam GOP.’’ ‘‘Al-
exander Eyes Energy Agenda.’’ The 
first of those was Politico; the second 
was Roll Call. And the third, The Hill: 
‘‘Politics at the Pump.’’ 

So, Mr. Speaker, the seven papers 
that our office gets, every one of them 
yesterday had as their leading story 
above the fold something about energy 
prices and food prices, which, of course, 
are related. 

Also appearing today, and I wanted 
to make sure that we didn’t miss this 
New York Times column by Thomas 
Friedman, a very well-known author 
and commentator, which describes 
America’s energy problems as the ‘‘pre-
dictable consequences of an energy 
strategy that would be exacerbated by 
the most popular proposed changes to 
maximize demand, minimize supply, 
and buy the rest from the people who 
hate us most.’’ In a little bit, I will 
read some other excerpts from this 
very interesting op ed piece by Thomas 
Friedman. 

I have here a little book which came 
across my desk, signed by one of the 
authors to Representative ROSCOE 
BARTLETT: ‘‘You are a political voice in 
the dark. Please continue trying to 
shed light on this critical issue.’’ And 
the critical issue he’s talking about is 
explained in the title of his book, ‘‘A 
Very Unpleasant Truth . . . Peak Oil 
Production and Its Global Con-

sequences.’’ And I turned to the little 
page that talked about who the au-
thors are, about the authors: W.D. 
Lyle, Jr. holds a Ph.D. in engineering 
from Purdue University. L. Scott Allen 
holds a Ph.D. in physics from SMU. 
Both are retired scientists from the Ex-
ploration and Producing Technical 
Center of a large international oil com-
pany. They have been awarded over 40 
patents and coauthored or authored 
more than 50 technical papers with 
contributions appearing in a variety of 
journals such as Science, Geophysics, 
Nuclear Science and Engineering, and 
the Journal of Petroleum Technology. 
Both authors, it says, live in the Dallas 
area. So those are obviously well-re-
spected authorities in their fields. 

And I turned to chapter 6: ‘‘What 
About Alternative Energy Sources and 
What Should We Do Now?’’ And it be-
gins by saying, ‘‘What must we do now 
to prepare for and respond to the inevi-
table and impending energy crisis?’’ 

And, Mr. Speaker, the seven papers 
that I just referred to and the head-
lines on all of them about energy and 
food would indicate that maybe, just 
maybe, we’re on the cusp of this crisis. 

And then he says, ‘‘The first and 
most important thing that needs to be 
done is to educate and convince the 
public that a problem even exists.’’ 

Long before I got this book, more 
than 3 years before I got this book, I 
thought also that that was the most 
important thing that needed to be 
done. And so, Mr. Speaker, I think this 
is the 43rd time I have come to the 
floor to spend an hour talking about 
the challenge. Really it was to explain 
to the American people the challenge 
that we face, to educate and convince 
the public that a problem even exists. 
Well, I think these seven headlines in-
dicate that at least the editors of those 
papers thought that a problem existed 
because they were all talking about the 
high price of energy and its con-
sequences on food prices. 

But education is not the only thing 
that I have been doing. I have been per-
sonally involved in at least four activi-
ties, which I think will help to advance 
America on the path that we need to be 
treading. I’m sponsoring, in conjunc-
tion with the SMART Organization, a 
Smart Green Showcase on July 18 of 
this year in Frederick, Maryland, that 
will offer smart energy solutions for 
homeowners and small business own-
ers. There is a lot of information out 
there. There’s a lot of new technology 
that just isn’t widely known. Practical 
ways you can use less energy, save 
money, and help our country transition 
to domestic, cleaner, and renewable en-
ergy sources. The conference will pro-
vide educational and networking op-
portunities for homeowners and rep-
resentatives of large and small busi-
nesses, academic and nonprofit organi-
zations. 

This Smart Green Showcase has its 
own Web site, and I would encourage 
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