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that’s repealing the subsidies to Big Oil 
so that we can take that money and in-
vest it into alternative energy sources. 
It’s Speaker PELOSI that’s calling on 
the President to take the barrels of oil 
that are going into the Strategic Pe-
troleum Reserve and put those in the 
market to drive down gas by a quarter, 
that’s something easy we can do. But it 
is the President and the Republican 
Congress, Mr. Speaker, that have con-
sistently vetoed these bills or put the 
kibosh on them in the Senate, blocking 
lower prices every step of the way. 

And if you look at what we have done 
here, pushed by the Speaker, to have 
fuel efficiency standards being raised 
for cars and trucks, we will reduce oil 
consumption by 1.1 million barrels per 
day in 2020. This is forward-looking. 
This is something that will save con-
sumers between $700 and $1,000 at the 
pump in 2020. Now, we know that’s not 
addressing the issues today. We’re 
talking about the Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve. We’re talking about cracking 
down on OPEC. We’re talking about 
cracking down on price gouging that 
may be going on in the United States 
and our local communities. These are 
the short-term issues. And each one 
has been opposed by the Republicans 
and has been opposed by the President 
of the United States. 

So when you ask the folks at home, 
Mr. Speaker, what the Congress has 
done, the answers are here. And if any-
body wants to know what they are, 
they can go to the Speaker’s Web site. 
Trying to stop price gouging at the 
pump, price manipulation from OPEC, 
divert the oil that’s going into the 
Strategic Petroleum Reserve, that’s 
what we’re trying to do here. Repeal 
the subsidies for Big Oil and put that 
money and invest it in alternative re-
search. Mr. Speaker, these are the poli-
cies of the Democratic Congress. And 
each one of those has been opposed by 
the Republican Party and opposed by 
the President of the United States, pe-
riod, dot, Mr. MEEK; period, dot. 

So let there be no mistake, when 
common sense tells you we have a cou-
ple of oil barons running the executive 
branch, Mr. Speaker, and the Demo-
crats are trying to push these initia-
tives to provide some relief for the 
common good and the common folks 
that we represent and it’s opposed by 
the Republicans and opposed by this 
administration, it’s important for us to 
set this record straight, Mr. MEEK. 

So as we begin to wrap up here, Mr. 
MEEK, I would like to yield to you. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Well, Mr. 
RYAN, I look forward to next week. I 
look forward to the hearings that will 
take place under the Dome. Again, de-
mocracy will reign. We will be able to 
continue to move in this new direction 
that the American people want us to 
move in. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. What’s wrong 
with that? 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Nothing wrong 
with that at all. 

And I also believe, Mr. RYAN, that 
through the hard work of not only the 
staff here that provide us with not only 
the information that we use to fight on 
behalf of the American people, but also 
when we go back to our districts, what 
we hear from our constituents, we give 
them voice, we are them. We are rep-
resentatives of the various parts of the 
country that we’re from, and it’s im-
portant that we bring that level of 
frustration here. 

Speaking of small business men and 
women, they own a pick-up truck or an 
SUV, we hear from them, Congress-
man, it cost me $105 to fill my truck 
up. And they’re still trying to sell their 
products for the same price, just a lit-
tle bit more. Everything is going up, 
up, up, and they’re getting priced out. 
And I think it’s important, even from 
my neck of the woods in Florida, where 
you have bagel shops, some of them 
have gone so high up on bagels because 
of the cost and folks can’t afford them. 

So when you look at it, this is a 
major, major issue and every American 
is being touched by it, especially for 
those middle class families and for 
those individuals that are what we call 
our working poor. And so, Mr. RYAN, 
every day we come to the floor I think 
it’s important we give light to that. 

I also want to give the numbers on 
Iraq, as I always do. As of today, May 
1, in Iraq, the total deaths are 4,064. 
The total number wounded in action 
and returned to duty, 16,567. And total 
number wounded in action not return-
ing to duty is 13,344. Mr. RYAN, you 
know, every time I come to the floor I 
like to read that into the RECORD so 
that Members will understand our re-
sponsibility of trying to bring the 
super majority of our men and women 
home. 

One last point, Mr. RYAN. I think 
that when we look at this issue called 
public service, and I’m speaking to all 
of the Members, we have to look at it 
from the standpoint that we’re only 
here for a short period of time. Less 
than 11,000 Americans have actually 
had an opportunity to serve in this 
U.S. Congress. And every day Members 
should take the responsibility to treat 
it as though it is their last day to serve 
and not put something off for another 
day or another week or another month, 
because there are people out there that 
are counting on us and depending on 
us, as it relates to bringing about 
health care to their children, bringing 
down these fuel costs and energy costs, 
and also making sure that we’re able to 
stimulate this economy in the right 
way. 

So with that, I would yield back to 
Mr. RYAN. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Well, I appreciate 
that. And you brought up those who 
are serving here. And I think it’s worth 
noting that the veterans measure, an-

other initiative that the Democrats 
have tried to push for a new G.I. Bill, 
for free college for our vets, opposed by 
Defense Secretary Gates, opposed by 
the administration. This is an oppor-
tunity for us to thank those men and 
women who are serving our country to 
say, when you get out, you’re going to 
have free college tuition anywhere in 
the country. And I think that’s a small 
gesture. 
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And once again, I think the President 
and our friends on the other side are 
out of step with what the American 
people think we should be doing. It’s 
one thing to wave the flag, and it’s an-
other thing to put your money where 
your mouth is. 

So, Mr. MEEK, I want to thank you 
for the opportunity to join you here on 
this beautiful Thursday evening in 
Washington, D.C., and I look forward 
to coming down here with you next 
week and continuing to make the case 
for the programs that Speaker PELOSI 
and Majority Leader HOYER and Mr. 
CLYBURN and RAHM EMANUEL and JOHN 
LARSON are pushing in our caucus. 
These are the issues that we care about 
and we’re going to continue to push. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Mr. SKELTON, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. SCHIFF, for 5 minutes, today. 

f 

SENATE BILL REFERRED 

A bill of the Senate of the following 
title was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 1760. An act to amend the Public Health 
Service Act with respect to the Healthy 
Start Initiative; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

The Speaker announced her signa-
ture to an enrolled bill of the Senate of 
the following title: 

S. 2954. To amend Public Law 110–196 to 
provide for a temporary extension of pro-
grams authorized by the Farm Security and 
Rural Investment Act of 2002 beyond May 2, 
2008. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 46 minutes 
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