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Inverness, MS, for his distinguished 
service and exemplary contributions to 
the Mississippi Delta as president of 
the Delta Council. 

Delta Council, an economic develop-
ment organization in the Mississippi 
Delta, represents the business, profes-
sional, and agricultural leadership of 
the region. Bill has commendably ful-
filled the role of president during a 
time when Mississippi agriculture and 
the economy of the State of Mississippi 
have faced significant challenges. 

As president of the Delta Council, 
Bill was called upon to commit time 
and resources to the ever-pressing 
issues of Mississippi River flooding due 
to the delta’s geographic location at 
the bottom of a watershed funnel en-
compassing most of the United States. 

Bill Kennedy has set the standard by 
which other agricultural leaders of the 
Mississippi Delta are measured. As past 
president of the MS Ginners Associa-
tion, past president of the Southern 
Cotton Ginners Association, and presi-
dent of Duncan Gin, one of the oldest 
and most successful agricultural enter-
prises in the Mississippi Delta, Bill has 
proven to be an effective advocate on 
behalf of delta agriculture. Because of 
his unique understanding of the U.S. 
cotton industry, his counsel is fre-
quently sought when issues of national, 
statewide, or regional concern arise. 

Additionally, the role which Bill 
Kennedy has played in wildlife con-
servation through his leadership as 
former president of Delta Wildlife is in-
estimable. Bill is a true sportsman and 
conservationist who has devoted thou-
sands of hours to making the Mis-
sissippi Delta a better place for all 
those who live and do business in the 
region. 

I congratulate Bill Kennedy, and 
thank his wife Lanny, his son Larkin, 
and daughter in law, Jenny Ruth, for 
the year which they have shared with 
the delta while Bill has served as presi-
dent of Delta Council.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING BRYAN MCDONALD 

∑ Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to recognize the service of one 
of my constituents, Mr. Bryan McDon-
ald. Bryan has served the State of Mis-
sissippi and Governor Haley Barbour as 
director of the Governor’s Office of Re-
covery and Renewal. In his final week 
as director, I thank him for his out-
standing contribution to Mississippi’s 
progress in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Katrina. 

Prior to his appointment, Bryan 
worked with the Mississippi Emer-
gency Management Agency as director 
of accounting Oversight, where he 
helped provide assistance to govern-
mental and nonprofit applicants under 
the Stafford Act. Bryan’s extensive 
management experience as a CPA and 
auditor suited the State perfectly in 
our recovery efforts. 

Bryan established a team and a proc-
ess which ensured FEMA public assist-
ance dollars were accounted for and 
complied with Federal regulations. The 
system expedited reimbursements to 
State and local governments and re-
sulted in over 99 percent of projects 
being obligated by FEMA. Considering 
the unprecedented magnitude of this 
disaster, this was truly a monumental 
task and one that had never before 
been undertaken. 

As director of the Office of Recovery 
and Renewal, Bryan again put the right 
people and processes in place to man-
age the Federal assistance entrusted to 
the State of Mississippi. Thousands of 
homeowners have received direct finan-
cial assistance through the home-
owners assistance grant program; pro-
grams and policies have been imple-
mented which will result in the devel-
opment of low income housing units in 
excess of what was available before the 
storm, and Katrina affected cities and 
counties have received the much need-
ed Federal resources to rebuild and re-
vitalize their communities. 

Bryan has worked to ensure that 
every Federal taxpayer dollar en-
trusted to Mississippi has been and 
continues to be spent efficiently and 
appropriately. The State of Mississippi 
and this country owe Bryan a debt of 
gratitude for taking a leave of absence 
from his private sector career to serve 
our great State. As we know, public 
service can be a strain on our families 
both financially and emotionally. I 
want to thank Bryan’s wife Michelle 
and his two children, Matt and Laura 
Beth, for their sacrifice and support 
while allowing Bryan to serve our 
State. 

Bryan has reflected great credit on 
the State of Mississippi and I appre-
ciate his service.∑ 
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70TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
OMAHA STAR 

∑ Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-
dent, today I wish to honor the Omaha 
Star, the largest and oldest African- 
American newspaper in my home State 
of Nebraska. The Star is celebrating its 
70th Anniversary this year. 

The Omaha Star is currently distrib-
uted in 48 States, as the paper has be-
come legendary for its civil rights 
work. Since its beginning, the Star has 
been a champion in the struggle for 
equal rights. 

The Omaha Star was founded in 1938 
by the late Mildred Brown, a remark-
able person in her own right, who was 
also the aunt of the current publisher 
and editor, Dr. Marguerita L. Wash-
ington. Mrs. Brown’s foresight and pio-
neering spirit in establishing the Star 
required not only a dedicated amount 
of time and effort, but also courage and 
vigilance. Her efforts paid off, as the 
paper continues to educate and advo-
cate; and Mrs. Brown was post-

humously inducted into the Nebraska 
Journalism Hall of Fame this past 
year. 

In addition, the building housing the 
Omaha Star was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in January. 
Mrs. Brown allowed the Star to provide 
a home for the De Porres Club, an ac-
tive civil rights organization within 
the North Omaha community. The Star 
also kept its readership apprised of the 
civil rights movement’s successes and 
failures across the country by re-
searching the issues and urging in-
volvement. 

The Omaha Star’s mission states 
that it is ‘‘dedicated to the service of 
the people that no good cause shall 
lack a champion and that evil shall not 
go unopposed.’’ My fellow Nebraskans 
and I take great pride in knowing that 
the Star has faithfully abided by this 
mission throughout its 70 years of ex-
istence, and we will continue to follow 
the Omaha Star on its spirited journey 
to provide a voice for civil rights and 
equality for all.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO LTC JOHN LUCAS 

∑ Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, today, I 
wish to acknowledge the love and sup-
port LTC John Lucas’s family has 
shown him during his 24 years of serv-
ice in the U.S. Air Force. LTC John 
Lucas, an Arkansas native, will retire 
from the Air Force on August 1, 2008. 
Lieutenant Colonel Lucas attended the 
University of Arkansas, making me 
particularly proud because that is my 
alma mater, and his oldest son, John 
Lucas, is carrying on the tradition as a 
freshman at the university as well. 

Lieutenant Colonel Lucas’s wife, 
Coleen, wrote to me on the occasion of 
his retirement and asked that I write a 
note of thanks to their family and her 
husband in an effort to recognize their 
sacrifice and support over the last 24 
year. She writes: 

While John served his country, his family 
and mine were both loving and supportive 
through times of crisis, war and peace. We 
had times of struggle but both of our fami-
lies helped me and our children so that my 
husband could serve our country. Over the 
past 24 years, we have moved eight times, 
lived in 11 homes, uprooted the children from 
schools, moved them away from friends, and 
endured deployments. Through it all the one 
constant was family. 

Our men and women in uniform have 
a tremendous responsibility to protect 
our Nation’s freedoms and it is family 
support that helps them accomplish 
their mission. Sacrifice, selflessness 
and perseverance define the special 
role of a military family such as the 
Lucas family. 

Today, I thank John C. Lucas and his 
family for their service to our Nation. 
Our country is blessed to have you 
John, Coleen, Kevin, Bryan and Andrea 
Lucas.∑ 
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