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jails, even underground. We give way to the 
rise in influence of China and India and saddle 
the next generation with a workforce unfit for 
competition, perennially unemployed and un-
deremployed. That is an explicit and direct 
threat to our national security. 

A New York Times editorial—written by Bob 
Herbert, published on April 22, and titled 
‘‘Clueless in America’’—makes the case for an 
America that rises to this challenge, that takes 
note of our lack of progress, and moves with 
purpose and innovation towards correcting it. 

CLUELESS IN AMERICA 
We don’t hear a great deal about education 

in the presidential campaign. It’s much too 
serious a topic to compete with such fun 
stuff as Hillary tossing back a shot of whis-
key, or Barack rolling a gutter ball. 

The nation’s future may depend on how 
well we educate the current and future gen-
erations, but (like the renovation of the na-
tion’s infrastructure, or a serious search for 
better sources of energy) that can wait. At 
the moment, no one seems to have the will 
to engage any of the most serious challenges 
facing the U.S. 

An American kid drops out of high school 
every 26 seconds. That’s more than a million 
every year, a sign of big trouble for these 
largely clueless youngsters in an era in 
which a college education is crucial to main-
taining a middle-class quality of life—and 
for the country as a whole in a world that is 
becoming more hotly competitive every day. 

Ignorance in the United States is not just 
bliss, it’s widespread. A recent survey of 
teenagers by the education advocacy group 
Common Core found that a quarter could not 
identify Adolf Hitler, a third did not know 
that the Bill of Rights guaranteed freedom of 
speech and religion, and fewer than half 
knew that the Civil War took place between 
1850 and 1900. 

‘‘We have one of the highest dropout rates 
in the industrialized world,’’ said Allan 
Golston, the president of U.S. programs for 
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. In a 
discussion over lunch recently he described 
the situation as ‘‘actually pretty scary, 
alarming.’’ 

Roughly a third of all American high 
school students drop out. Another third 
graduate but are not prepared for the next 
stage of life—either productive work or some 
form of post-secondary education. 

When two-thirds of all teenagers old 
enough to graduate from high school are in-
capable of mastering college-level work, the 
nation is doing something awfully wrong. 

Mr. Golston noted that the performance of 
American students, when compared with 
their peers in other countries, tends to grow 
increasingly dismal as they move through 
the higher grades: 

‘‘In math and science, for example, our 
fourth graders are among the top students 
globally. By roughly eighth grade, they’re in 
the middle of the pack. And by the 12th 
grade, U.S. students are scoring generally 
near the bottom of all industrialized coun-
tries.’’ 

Many students get a first-rate education in 
the public schools, but they represent too 
small a fraction of the whole. 

Bill Gates, the founder of Microsoft, of-
fered a brutal critique of the nation’s high 
schools a few years ago, describing them as 
‘‘obsolete’’ and saying, ‘‘When I compare our 
high schools with what I see when I’m trav-
eling abroad, I am terrified for our work 
force of tomorrow.’’ 

Said Mr. Gates: ‘‘By obsolete, I don’t just 
mean that they are broken, flawed or under-

funded, though a case could be made for 
every one of those points. By obsolete, I 
mean our high schools—even when they’re 
working as designed—cannot teach all our 
students what they need to know today.’’ 

The Educational Testing Service, in a re-
port titled ‘‘America’s Perfect Storm,’’ cited 
three powerful forces that are affecting the 
quality of life for millions of Americans and 
already shaping the nation’s future. They 
are: 

1. The wide disparity in the literacy and 
math skills of both the school-age and adult 
populations. These skills, which play such a 
tremendous role in the lives of individuals 
and families, vary widely across racial, eth-
nic and socioeconomic groups. 

2. The ‘‘seismic changes’’ in the U.S. econ-
omy that have resulted from globalization, 
technological advances, shifts in the rela-
tionship of labor and capital, and other de-
velopments. 

3. Sweeping demographic changes. By 2030, 
the U.S. population is expected to reach 360 
million. That population will be older and 
substantially more diverse, with immigra-
tion having a big impact on both the popu-
lation as a whole and the work force. 

These and so many other issues of crucial 
national importance require an educated 
populace if they are to be dealt with effec-
tively. At the moment we are not even com-
ing close to equipping the population with 
the intellectual tools that are needed. 

While we’re effectively standing in place, 
other nations are catching up and passing us 
when it comes to educational achievement. 
You have to be pretty dopey not to see the 
implications of that. 

But, then, some of us are pretty dopey. In 
the Common Core survey, nearly 20 percent 
of respondents did not know who the U.S. 
fought in World War II. Eleven percent 
thought that Dwight Eisenhower was the 
president forced from office by the Water-
gate scandal. Another 11 percent thought it 
was Harry Truman. 

We’ve got work to do. 
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TRIBUTE TO MRS. MINERVA 
‘‘MINNIE’’ RAMIREZ 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2008 

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Mrs. Minerva ‘‘Minnie’’ Ramirez for 
her induction as a laureate in the 2008 Laredo 
Business Hall of Fame, and for her incredible 
dedication to her friends and colleagues in the 
business community of Laredo, Texas. 

Minerva Ramirez was born on September 
20, 1931, to a hardworking ranch family. She 
started her first job at the age of 12 sweeping 
floors at the local schoolhouse, and she began 
her knack for floral arrangements by making 
flower arrangements with tin cans and tissue 
paper in the shape of carnations which were 
sold for the cemetery. Minerva graduated from 
high school in 1948 in Hebbronville, Texas, 
and attended Texas A&I Kingsville. She 
worked her way through 2 years of college by 
teaching students at La Alejandrena Elemen-
tary School in Zapata County. Minerva was 
transferred to San Ygnacio, where she met 
her husband, Robert, and married in 1955. 
They moved to Laredo, and had three chil-

dren: Carmen, Minita, and Robert Jr. Minerva 
taught and served as assistant principal at 
Ochoa Elementary for 17 years and became 
principal of Zachry Elementary School in 1981. 

She started a flower shop, Carmin’s, from 
the carport of her home in 1965, and the busi-
ness grew so successful that Minerva retired 
from her teaching profession in 1986. One of 
her career highlights was being picked as the 
florist for the visitation of Pope John Paul II in 
San Antonio, Texas, in 1988 at the San Fer-
nando Cathedral. Minerva has admirably 
served the community of Laredo, Texas, 
through her work as an educator to the youth 
of Laredo, and her contributions to the busi-
ness community. For her dedication and hard 
work as a business entrepreneur, Minerva will 
be honored by the Junior Achievement 
League through her induction into the 2008 
Business Hall of Fame. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to have had 
this time to recognize the dedication of Mrs. 
Minerva Ramirez, and I thank you for this 
time. 
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COMMENDING THE EFFORTS OF 
THE VILLAGE OF BETHALTO, IL-
LINOIS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSERVATION 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2008 

Mr. COSTELLO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in com-
mending the efforts of the Village of Bethalto 
for their service to the community and the en-
vironment by developing green spaces and 
parks around its community. 

Recently, the Village of Bethalto christened 
the Culp Lake Park on the northwest portion 
of the community. This newly opened public 
space is an inspiration to other cities hoping to 
brighten their communities and provide their 
citizens with opportunities to enjoy the out-
doors. 

In the early 1960’s, the Village of Bethalto 
developed a 17-acre lagoon site that, after 
years of disregard, became connected with 
the Alton Sewer Treatment Plant in 1972. 
While village officials sought to transform the 
lagoon for many years, it was not until Mayor 
Steve Bryant began the final push that ulti-
mately led to the gorgeous green space there 
today. 

In 1997, Mayor Bryant and village officials 
established a park plan that envisioned not 
just a green space, but a versatile area with 
recreational facilities, picnic pavilions, and 
beautiful landscaping. With urban sprawl on 
the rise, Mayor Bryant and village officials de-
cided it was time to turn this blighted area of 
the village into a family friendly environment. 

In order to keep costs at a minimum, village 
officials acquired grant funding from Madison 
County and the State of Illinois that led to the 
clean-up and filling in of the lagoon, the forma-
tion of a 4 acre fishing lake, and the ultimate 
creation of the park. 

Not only was this effort championed by the 
Village Board, residents of the village took it 
upon themselves to contribute. The Bethalto 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 13:39 Nov 08, 2010 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\BR08\E01MY8.000 E01MY8er
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
5C

LS
3C

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-12T20:55:08-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




