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States Government to consider fully and care-
fully the recommendations in the UNODC and 
World Bank Report entitled ‘‘Crime, Violence, 
and Development: Trends, Costs, and Policy 
Options in the Caribbean.’’ 

Although using Caribbean nations as major 
transit points for illegal drugs is not a new 
problem, it does shed light on a longstanding 
issue—the U.S. policy on providing assistance 
to the Caribbean nations in combating illegal 
drug activity. A major contributing factor to ille-
gal drug activity remains the lack of resources 
Caribbean nations possess to combat this 
growing and menacing problem. 

This problem will not resolve itself. Some 
steps the United States should take to assist 
the member states of CARICOM and the Do-
minican Republic include, but are not limited 
to: coordinating policy development and imple-
mentation, providing counter-narcotics assist-
ance, and a continuance of policy initiatives 
that are working, such as the bilateral co-
operation between the United States and the 
Government of Jamaica. Under this initiative, 
the U.S. provides training and material support 
to sections of Jamaican law enforcement 
agencies to strengthen their counter-narcotics 
capabilities. This is an excellent example that 
should be modeled throughout the Caribbean. 

It is imperative for the United States to work 
with CARICOM member states and the Do-
minican Republic to establish effective pro-
grams to mitigate and ultimately, eradicate ille-
gal drug activity. This will take a coordinated 
and aggressive collaboration by CARICOM 
member states, the Dominican Republic and 
the United States to have an impact on drugs 
being transported through the Caribbean and 
into the U.S. Even though this is a very 
daunting problem, working together and fully 
and carefully considering the recommenda-
tions in the UNODC and World Bank report is 
certainly a major step in the right direction. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MR. FERNANDO 
‘‘CHITO’’ SALINAS 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2008 

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Mr. Fernando ‘‘Chito’’ Salinas for his 
induction as a laureate in the 2008 Laredo 
Business Hall of Fame, and for his incredible 
dedication to the city of Laredo, Texas. 

Fernando Salinas is a 1942 graduate of 
Martin High School, and attended Tulane Uni-
versity in New Orleans after transferring from 
Texas A&M University in College Station, 
Texas. After attending Tulane, Fernando re-
turned back to work at his family’s department 
store, Los Dos Laredos, in downtown Laredo. 
Five years later, he worked as a salesman at 
the famed Joe Brand store, and used his 
knowledge of men’s retail to launch his own 
new department store, Don Antonio’s in 1952. 
The business flourished during the 1960s, at-
tracting a steady clientele from both sides of 
the United States-Mexico border. 

After his retirement from the retail business 
in 2005, Fernando established a charitable 
trust that has donated $1.35 million for causes 

that enrich education, the arts and human 
services, and pledged nearly $95,000 in schol-
arships for college-bound students. The schol-
arships are given to hard-working students at 
Laredo Community College and Texas A&M 
International University. Fernando has admi-
rably served the community of Laredo, Texas, 
through his philanthropic work at his charitable 
trust. He has also contributed to the youth of 
Laredo through his Junior League Achieve-
ment sponsorship of Christen Middle School. 
For his dedication and hard work in making 
the Laredo business community stronger and 
better, Fernando will be honored by the Junior 
Achievement League through his induction 
into the 2008 Business Hall of Fame. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to have had 
this time to recognize the bravery and dedica-
tion of Mr. Fernando Salinas, and I thank you 
for this time. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE 
KENNETH GRAY, RETIRED U.S. 
CONGRESSMAN FROM ILLINOIS 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 1, 2008 

Mr. COSTELLO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing the distinguished career of the Hon-
orable Kenneth Gray and to express apprecia-
tion for his years of service to his country and 
to the residents of southern Illinois. 

A native son of West Frankfort, IL, Ken is a 
man of varied interests and talents. He was 
both a licensed pilot and auctioneer. From 
1942 to 1954, he owned Gray Motors in West 
Frankfort and also operated an air service in 
Benton from 1948 to 1954. 

In World War II, Ken answered his country’s 
call to service at the age of 18, which took him 
to North Africa and Italy as well as combat 
missions over southern France and central 
Europe. Ken’s decorations for his service in 
World War II included 3 bronze stars. 

Upon returning home from the war, Ken be-
came involved in assisting his fellow veterans 
and it was through these endeavors that he 
was encouraged to run for the U.S. Congress. 
Ken won election from the 25th Congressional 
District of Illinois in 1954 as a freshman mem-
ber of the 84th Congress and he continued to 
serve for a total of 10 successive terms. Be-
cause of health concerns, Ken did not run for 
re-election in 1974 but ran again, and won, in 
1984 and served another two terms, rep-
resenting his beloved southern Illinois in the 
U.S. House of Representatives. 

As a U.S. Congressman, Ken was a tireless 
advocate for the needs of the people of south-
ern Illinois and built a reputation as a member 
who worked well with his colleagues to get the 
job done. On a personal note, I have always 
been grateful to Ken for what he did for me 
when I was first elected to Congress. I was 
elected in a special election in August 1988 to 
complete the term of Mel Price, who passed 
away that year. Ken resigned his position on 
the Transportation Committee, which made a 
seat available for me and gave me seniority 
over other members who were first elected in 
1988 to start the 101st Congress. 

Since retiring from Congress in 1988, Ken 
has continued to work hard for the needs of 
the people of southern Illinois. He has served 
on several boards and projects, most notably 
as a board member of the Rend Lake Conser-
vancy District. He has also worked on a num-
ber of initiatives to improve rural health care, 
especially in Franklin County, IL. Ken is fre-
quently a speaker at local political and chari-
table events which benefit a number of organi-
zations, such as the Poshard Foundation for 
Abused Children. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in an expression of appreciation to the 
Honorable Kenneth Gray for his years of serv-
ice to this body and to the people of southern 
Illinois and to wish him and his family the very 
best in the future. 
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WOMEN IN THE PETROCHEMICAL 
INDUSTRY—LISA VANDER LAAN 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2008 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, today I am 
proud to pay tribute to Lisa Vander Laan, 
Plant Manager of ExxonMobil’s Chemical Pol-
yethylene Plant, in Beaumont, Texas. 

Mrs. Vander Laan earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in chemical engineering from Louisiana 
State University, graduating summa cum laude 
and receiving the University Medal. She joined 
Exxon Corporation in 1989 as a process engi-
neer in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and spent 
her first decade in various manufacturing as-
signments in engineering and supervision be-
fore becoming intermediates technical man-
ager. 

Vander Laan spent the next 7 years at the 
corporation’s Houston headquarters for chemi-
cals in marketing and business planning, as 
global basic chemicals financial manager, 
americas low density polyethylene product 
manager; and ExxonMobil Chemicals global 
manufacturing planning manager. In February 
2007, she took over at the polyethylene plant 
in Beaumont as plant manager. 

Mrs. Vander Laan is seeing more women in 
leadership roles in the petrochemical industry. 
When she started in engineering, there were 
very few female supervisors and managers. 
She now believes there are significantly more 
women in the petrochemical industry jobs like 
chemical engineering. She says ExxonMobil 
encourages girls to get into math and science, 
and has an ‘‘Introduce a Girl to Engineering 
Day’’ in the spring. 

Chemical Engineering seems to run in the 
family. Vander Laan’s father is a chemical en-
gineer as well as an older and younger sister, 
in addition, ‘‘all the girls married ExxonMobil 
guys’’. She is married to Jeffrey Dale Vander 
Laan and has two children, Cecilia and Abi-
gail. She doesn’t know if her daughters will 
show interest in chemical engineering like she 
and her sisters, who love math. 

Mrs. Vander Laan is on the board of the 
Beaumont Area United Way and a member of 
the Southeast Texas Plant Manager’s Forum, 
for which she serves as chairman of the envi-
ronmental committee. 
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Madam Speaker, Lisa Vander Laan is a 

success story in the male dominated petro-
chemical industry, and I am proud to celebrate 
her accomplishments. 

f 

COMMEMORATING WORLD MA-
LARIA DAY AND THE WORK OF 
JHPIEGO 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize World Malaria Day. 

Every 30 seconds, a child dies from malaria. 
More than 1 million people die of malaria 
every year, mostly infants, young children and 
pregnant women and most of them in Africa. 
Approximately 40 percent of the world’s popu-
lation, mostly those living in the world’s poor-
est countries, is at risk of malaria. Every year, 
more than 500 million people become severely 
ill with malaria. Since the 1970s, significant in-
vestments have demonstrated that malaria 
control is working, and given hope for pre-
venting the 1 million deaths caused by malaria 
each year. With the advent of new tactics, 
elimination and, ultimately, eradication of ma-
laria may be possible. Because malaria is a 
massive global scourge and a medically com-
plex disease, the pathway to eradication is a 
long one. Achieving eradication will depend on 
carefully coordinated, balanced efforts to build 
upon malaria control and elimination pro-
grams. Building a pathway to eradication will 
take time, but it is possible if all stakeholders 
collaborate today to prevent malaria deaths in 
Africa and elsewhere. Now is the time to begin 
charting the course. 

Organizations like Jhpiego, an affiliate of 
Johns Hopkins University, reach across bor-
ders to fight a disease that has no borders. 
Jhpiego is working to combat the devastating 
effects of malaria by bringing innovative ap-
proaches and putting research to practice to 
improve the health of women and families 
throughout the world. For example, in Nigeria, 
it is preparing community volunteers in remote 
areas to extend malaria services to pregnant 
women who are not in contact with a formal 
healthcare system. The volunteers are trained 
to educate pregnant women on the steps nec-
essary to prevent malaria. Additionally, the 
workers also distribute preventative medicine 
and insecticide-treated bednets. Once rolled 
out to full scale, this community based inter-
vention will help break down some of the bar-
riers to high-quality healthcare for the world’s 
most vulnerable populations. 

Jhpiego is a leader in developing innova-
tions that break down the barriers and build 
more sustainable local health care systems 
globally. Jhpiego works in 12 African countries 
to support program implementation for malaria 
in pregnancy (MIP) prevention and case man-
agement. 

TRIBUTE OF MR. AND MRS. 
SHASHI AND PRIYA VASWANI 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2008 

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Mr. and Mrs. Shashi and Priya 
Vaswani for their induction in the 2008 Laredo 
Business Hall of Fame, and for their incredible 
dedication to the youth in the City of Laredo, 
Texas. 

Shashi came to Laredo from Canada with 
his family in 1981 as a high school sopho-
more, and married his wife, Priya, in 1987. 
They lived and worked in the Carribean and 
the Rio Grande Valley before moving back to 
Laredo in the early 1990s. Shashi and Priya 
opened About Time, a video arcade, in the 
1990s. In 2004, they were able to open a La 
Quinta Inn and Suites, which allowed them to 
use a part of their profits to fulfill their dream 
of establishing the Laredo Heat soccer fran-
chise. The Heat Youth association now has 28 
teams playing in Laredo, and this interest in 
soccer as a physical activity would not have 
happened if not for the Vaswanis. 

Shashi and Priya plan to fund improvements 
to Texas A&M International University’s two 
soccer fields with the goal of making the fields 
the home base for future Laredo Heat games. 
They strongly believe in the value of physical 
activity as a complement to the full education 
of the youth in Laredo. They have learned the 
value of hard work and sacrifice and have 
stressed their belief in the importance of a col-
lege degree to young soccer players. This 
couple has admirably served the community of 
Laredo, Texas, through their business entre-
preneurship and their work with the youth in 
Laredo. For their dedication and hard work in 
making Laredo a better place for children in 
exercising their physical talents, they will be 
honored by the Junior Achievement League 
through their induction into the 2008 Business 
Hall of Fame. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to have had 
this time to recognize the dedication of Mr. 
and Mrs. Shashi and Priya Vaswani to the City 
of Laredo. 
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CONGRATULATING BEDINGTON 
RURITAN CLUB’S 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2008 

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor a civic organization in my district 
which will celebrate its 50th anniversary on 
May 6, 2008. 

The Bedington Ruritan Club located in 
Berkeley County, WV, started on April 16, 
1958 under the guidance of the nearby Mar-
lowe Ruritan Club. 

For half a century now, the Bedington 
Ruritan Club has served the citizens of the 
Bedington area community. The club takes on 
many civic projects including picking up litter 

on nearby roadways, sponsoring an essay 
contest and contributing to Bedington Elemen-
tary and Potomack Intermediate Schools, 
maintaining the ‘‘Light Ceremony’’ in Scrabble, 
and holding fundraisers for various community 
projects. 

The Bedington Ruritan Club building is lo-
cated on Route 11 North and once a month 
on Saturday’s you can find the Ruritan mem-
bers serving some of the best BBQ chicken in 
Berkeley County! 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to congratulate 
the members of the Bedington Ruritan Club 
for 50 years of civic engagement and service. 
It is an honor to represent such a dedicated 
citizenry in West Virginia’s eastern panhandle. 
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RECOGNITION OF WEST VIRGINIA’S 
ARMY NATIONAL GUARD AS 
BEST IN THE NATION 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2008 

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize West Virginia’s Army National 
Guard for earning a Special Category ‘‘First 
Place’’ award in the prestigious Army Commu-
nities of Excellence (ACOE) competition. 

West Virginia scored highest among 28 
states and territories that entered this year’s 
contest. The award recognizes performance 
excellence in business process improvement, 
individual and corporate innovation, and dedi-
cation to providing support to soldiers and 
families. 

Our heroic men and women in uniform are 
never far from my thoughts. They are our Na-
tion’s consistent example of valor and cour-
age. West Virginia’s Army National Guard per-
formance illustrates those qualities in the 
ACOE competition, during which they were 
recognized for having a strong strategic plan-
ning process, communication that flowed well 
throughout all levels of the organization, and a 
customer-driven focus that sought to create 
value and promote personal learning and so-
cial responsibility. 

This award reflects the hard work and dedi-
cation of the men and women not only of the 
West Virginia Army National Guard, but also 
of every family member and friend that stands 
behind them. It is important to remember that 
our brave men and women have given so 
much and have expected so little in return. I 
am proud to take this moment to recognize 
the excellence of the West Virginia Army Na-
tional Guard in all that they do to keep us safe 
from harm. 

Our Armed Forces have paid the debt for 
the freedom we enjoy today, and I will con-
tinue, as I have in the past, to do everything 
I can to honor their sacrifices and service. Our 
veterans, just as our soldiers today, remain 
foremost in the thoughts and minds of South-
ern West Virginians, and I will continue to de-
vote my all to those who wear or have worn 
America’s uniform. 
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