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Madam Speaker, Lisa Vander Laan is a 

success story in the male dominated petro-
chemical industry, and I am proud to celebrate 
her accomplishments. 
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COMMEMORATING WORLD MA-
LARIA DAY AND THE WORK OF 
JHPIEGO 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize World Malaria Day. 

Every 30 seconds, a child dies from malaria. 
More than 1 million people die of malaria 
every year, mostly infants, young children and 
pregnant women and most of them in Africa. 
Approximately 40 percent of the world’s popu-
lation, mostly those living in the world’s poor-
est countries, is at risk of malaria. Every year, 
more than 500 million people become severely 
ill with malaria. Since the 1970s, significant in-
vestments have demonstrated that malaria 
control is working, and given hope for pre-
venting the 1 million deaths caused by malaria 
each year. With the advent of new tactics, 
elimination and, ultimately, eradication of ma-
laria may be possible. Because malaria is a 
massive global scourge and a medically com-
plex disease, the pathway to eradication is a 
long one. Achieving eradication will depend on 
carefully coordinated, balanced efforts to build 
upon malaria control and elimination pro-
grams. Building a pathway to eradication will 
take time, but it is possible if all stakeholders 
collaborate today to prevent malaria deaths in 
Africa and elsewhere. Now is the time to begin 
charting the course. 

Organizations like Jhpiego, an affiliate of 
Johns Hopkins University, reach across bor-
ders to fight a disease that has no borders. 
Jhpiego is working to combat the devastating 
effects of malaria by bringing innovative ap-
proaches and putting research to practice to 
improve the health of women and families 
throughout the world. For example, in Nigeria, 
it is preparing community volunteers in remote 
areas to extend malaria services to pregnant 
women who are not in contact with a formal 
healthcare system. The volunteers are trained 
to educate pregnant women on the steps nec-
essary to prevent malaria. Additionally, the 
workers also distribute preventative medicine 
and insecticide-treated bednets. Once rolled 
out to full scale, this community based inter-
vention will help break down some of the bar-
riers to high-quality healthcare for the world’s 
most vulnerable populations. 

Jhpiego is a leader in developing innova-
tions that break down the barriers and build 
more sustainable local health care systems 
globally. Jhpiego works in 12 African countries 
to support program implementation for malaria 
in pregnancy (MIP) prevention and case man-
agement. 

TRIBUTE OF MR. AND MRS. 
SHASHI AND PRIYA VASWANI 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2008 

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Mr. and Mrs. Shashi and Priya 
Vaswani for their induction in the 2008 Laredo 
Business Hall of Fame, and for their incredible 
dedication to the youth in the City of Laredo, 
Texas. 

Shashi came to Laredo from Canada with 
his family in 1981 as a high school sopho-
more, and married his wife, Priya, in 1987. 
They lived and worked in the Carribean and 
the Rio Grande Valley before moving back to 
Laredo in the early 1990s. Shashi and Priya 
opened About Time, a video arcade, in the 
1990s. In 2004, they were able to open a La 
Quinta Inn and Suites, which allowed them to 
use a part of their profits to fulfill their dream 
of establishing the Laredo Heat soccer fran-
chise. The Heat Youth association now has 28 
teams playing in Laredo, and this interest in 
soccer as a physical activity would not have 
happened if not for the Vaswanis. 

Shashi and Priya plan to fund improvements 
to Texas A&M International University’s two 
soccer fields with the goal of making the fields 
the home base for future Laredo Heat games. 
They strongly believe in the value of physical 
activity as a complement to the full education 
of the youth in Laredo. They have learned the 
value of hard work and sacrifice and have 
stressed their belief in the importance of a col-
lege degree to young soccer players. This 
couple has admirably served the community of 
Laredo, Texas, through their business entre-
preneurship and their work with the youth in 
Laredo. For their dedication and hard work in 
making Laredo a better place for children in 
exercising their physical talents, they will be 
honored by the Junior Achievement League 
through their induction into the 2008 Business 
Hall of Fame. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to have had 
this time to recognize the dedication of Mr. 
and Mrs. Shashi and Priya Vaswani to the City 
of Laredo. 
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CONGRATULATING BEDINGTON 
RURITAN CLUB’S 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2008 

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor a civic organization in my district 
which will celebrate its 50th anniversary on 
May 6, 2008. 

The Bedington Ruritan Club located in 
Berkeley County, WV, started on April 16, 
1958 under the guidance of the nearby Mar-
lowe Ruritan Club. 

For half a century now, the Bedington 
Ruritan Club has served the citizens of the 
Bedington area community. The club takes on 
many civic projects including picking up litter 

on nearby roadways, sponsoring an essay 
contest and contributing to Bedington Elemen-
tary and Potomack Intermediate Schools, 
maintaining the ‘‘Light Ceremony’’ in Scrabble, 
and holding fundraisers for various community 
projects. 

The Bedington Ruritan Club building is lo-
cated on Route 11 North and once a month 
on Saturday’s you can find the Ruritan mem-
bers serving some of the best BBQ chicken in 
Berkeley County! 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to congratulate 
the members of the Bedington Ruritan Club 
for 50 years of civic engagement and service. 
It is an honor to represent such a dedicated 
citizenry in West Virginia’s eastern panhandle. 
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RECOGNITION OF WEST VIRGINIA’S 
ARMY NATIONAL GUARD AS 
BEST IN THE NATION 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2008 

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize West Virginia’s Army National 
Guard for earning a Special Category ‘‘First 
Place’’ award in the prestigious Army Commu-
nities of Excellence (ACOE) competition. 

West Virginia scored highest among 28 
states and territories that entered this year’s 
contest. The award recognizes performance 
excellence in business process improvement, 
individual and corporate innovation, and dedi-
cation to providing support to soldiers and 
families. 

Our heroic men and women in uniform are 
never far from my thoughts. They are our Na-
tion’s consistent example of valor and cour-
age. West Virginia’s Army National Guard per-
formance illustrates those qualities in the 
ACOE competition, during which they were 
recognized for having a strong strategic plan-
ning process, communication that flowed well 
throughout all levels of the organization, and a 
customer-driven focus that sought to create 
value and promote personal learning and so-
cial responsibility. 

This award reflects the hard work and dedi-
cation of the men and women not only of the 
West Virginia Army National Guard, but also 
of every family member and friend that stands 
behind them. It is important to remember that 
our brave men and women have given so 
much and have expected so little in return. I 
am proud to take this moment to recognize 
the excellence of the West Virginia Army Na-
tional Guard in all that they do to keep us safe 
from harm. 

Our Armed Forces have paid the debt for 
the freedom we enjoy today, and I will con-
tinue, as I have in the past, to do everything 
I can to honor their sacrifices and service. Our 
veterans, just as our soldiers today, remain 
foremost in the thoughts and minds of South-
ern West Virginians, and I will continue to de-
vote my all to those who wear or have worn 
America’s uniform. 
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