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HONORING MAURICE PRITCHETT 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2008 

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to recognize 
Mr. Maurice Pritchett, who recently retired 
after more than forty years in the Delaware 
public education system. Maurice’s service to 
Delawareans will be honored at a community 
celebration this Sunday, May 4. 

Maurice’s ties to the Wilmington public 
school system stretch back to his childhood. 
Though he now resides in Newark, Delaware 
with his wife Juanita, Maurice was born and 
raised on the East Side of Wilmington, where 
he attended public schools in the city. 

At Howard High School, he proved to be an 
outstanding basketball player and was offered 
a full scholarship to attend Delaware State 
University, majoring in elementary education 
and continuing to excel in basketball, leading 
the Hornets as team captain during his junior 
year. Maurice also holds a master’s degree 
from Villanova University. 

Following graduation, he taught fifth grade 
in Cecil County, Maryland and in Wilmington 
before moving on to his position as community 
school coordinator of Wilmington’s Bancroft 
Academy, a school that he himself attended. 
Over the next thirty-two years, Maurice served 
as vice-principal and then principal of Bancroft 
Academy. He later served as director of family 
and community engagement for the Christina 
School District. 

Maurice’s leadership at Bancroft, including 
the initiation of multicultural programs and a 
clothes closet, earned him the 1994–95 Dela-
ware State National Distinguished Principal 
Award. His many other honors include the 
Christina Cultural Arts Center’s lifetime 
achievement award, the Dr. Al O. Plant Life-
time Achievement Award and being named as 
one of the ‘‘100 African American Men of Dis-
tinction in Delaware’’ by the Afro-American 
Historical Society. 

Remembering the difficult times that he 
faced while growing up inspires Maurice to 
continuously contribute to the community. He 
is a long-time volunteer with the Boys and 
Girls Club of Newark. In addition, as a mem-
ber of the Delaware State Basketball Hall of 
Fame and Delaware Afro-American Sports 
Hall of Fame, Maurice co-sponsored a youth 
basketball league that provided extracurricular 
activity to inner-city Wilmington elementary 
school students. 

Following his retirement in January of this 
year, Maurice established the Maurice 
Pritchett Education Foundation in partnership 
with the Delaware Community Foundation to 
benefit underprivileged children in New Castle 
County. While his public works are certainly 
well-known, those who gather for the celebra-
tion honoring his achievements will bring with 
them countless personal stories of Maurice’s 
compassion, including one person for whose 
family Maurice bought groceries when they 
were financially unable. His kindness and 
dedication have touched the lives of many. 

I acknowledge and thank my good friend 
Maurice Pritchett for his numerous contribu-

tions to education and the overall well-being of 
children and families in the State of Delaware. 
I am confident that as he enjoys his retirement 
with his family, he will remain an active and in-
fluential member of our community. 
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RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBUTION 
OF THE BLACK ACHIEVERS PRO-
GRAM 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 1, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to discuss the editorial, ‘‘Black Achievers in In-
dustry’’ which appeared in this week’s edition 
of the New York Carib News. 

The editorial praised the Harlem YMCA’s 
38th National Salute to Black Achievers in In-
dustry (BAI) Awards dinner. The Black Achiev-
ers in Industry Awards dinner serves as the 
organization’s premier fundraiser to raise the 
money necessary to fund countless youth pro-
grams. The Black Achievers in Industry 
Awards serves a vital purpose in the commu-
nity, as the cooperative has partnered with 
more than 100 corporations to provide much 
needed scholarships to New York City high 
school seniors and college students. The 
Black Achievers Program recognizes the im-
portance of education and its ability to give 
children a future filled with possibilities. 

It is my sincere hope that other corporations 
across the Nation will join the Black Achievers 
Program in providing disadvantaged students 
from lower- and middle-income families with 
the financial means required to attend a col-
lege or university. 

f 

HONORING SUE SAWYER 

HON. TIM MAHONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 1, 2008 

Mr. MAHONEY of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
today I stand before you to talk about a moth-
er, a soldier’s mother. This week, Sue Sawyer 
made the ultimate sacrifice for our United 
States of America. She lost her son to war. 

Sue’s son, Marcus Mathes was killed in a 
mortar attack as he stood on duty, next to his 
truck, just north of Baghdad. Two fellow crew 
members were killed with him. Their death 
was instantaneous. 

Marcus Mathes had just turned 25. 
On behalf of the entire Congress of the 

United States, I want to thank Sue Sawyer. By 
raising your son to value the ideals of the 
United States of America, you have helped to 
improve the security of our country and our fu-
ture. 

Sue Sawyer has given an extraordinary gift 
to our country, for which we should be pro-
foundly grateful. She has reason to be proud 
of her son’s accomplishments and duty. 
Today, we must remember the accomplish-
ments of the mother who selflessly raised 
Marcus and influenced him to give. 

Representing our country in combat was a 
gift to all of us from Marcus Mathes and Sue 
Sawyer. 

Thank you, Sue. God bless you. 
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IN TRIBUTE OF YOM HASHOAH, 
HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2008 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to join my colleagues and my constitu-
ents in solemn recognition of Yom Hashoah, 
or Holocaust Martyrs’ and Heroes’ Remem-
brance Day; a special day where we mourn 
the millions of Jews who perished at the 
hands of the Nazis. 

This day has special significance for Jews, 
the main target of Nazi atrocities. I represent 
many constituents who are Holocaust sur-
vivors and many more that lost friends, rel-
atives and loved ones. We mourn their loss; 
honor their memory; and unite in opposition to 
acts of bigotry and intolerance. 

We in South Florida are united in outrage 
that two synagogues in our community have 
been vandalized in recent weeks. These offen-
sive, hate-inspired acts have no place in our 
society that values tolerance and diversity. We 
stand united with the congregants, friends and 
supporters of The Chabad Shul in Miami 
Beach and the Chabad of Parkland in North 
Bonnard. These houses of worship and cen-
ters of learning will rise again with a renewed 
sense of spirit and purpose of mission. 

I once again honor South Florida’s Holo-
caust Documentation and Education Center, 
its founders and museum curators for their 
fine work in educating and reminding the pub-
lic about the Holocaust and remembering and 
honoring its victims. The Center is located in 
my Congressional District at 2031 Harrison 
Street in Hollywood, Florida. 

To the residents of South Florida, the stu-
dents enrolled in area schools, and to the mil-
lions of visitors to the region, I encourage you 
to visit the Holocaust Documentation and Edu-
cation Center to study, understand and con-
template the consequences of man’s inhu-
manity to man which occurred in Europe prior 
to and during World War II. 

May the memory of the six million Jews who 
perished in the Holocaust be blessed for all 
eternity. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE U.S. RE-
COMMITMENT TO INTER-
NATIONAL HUMAN AND CIVIL 
RIGHTS RESOLUTION 

HON. JOHN LEWIS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2008 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to introduce the attached resolution 
that calls for the United States to ratify and im-
plement certain fundamental international con-
ventions. 

Today, May 1st is the 201st anniversary of 
the abolition of the transatlantic slave trade. 
On this day, we must rededicate ourselves to 
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