
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 154, Pt. 6 7661 May 1, 2008 
is Thomas R. Sufana. Tom has been nurturing 
young minds for an astonishing 32 years and 
currently serves as the art teacher at Lowell 
Senior High School. In addition, Tom has 
served as the Assistant Drama Director for the 
past 14 years. Throughout his illustrious ca-
reer, Tom has not only received recognition as 
a great teacher, but his work has been seen 
in many public events, both locally and nation-
ally. Because of his love for art, Tom is re-
sponsible for bringing many beautiful pieces to 
Northwest Indiana, many of which are proudly 
displayed in the halls of Lowell High School 
today. 

Vicki Weber, this year’s recipient from the 
School Town of Highland, is known for her 
ability to challenge her students in a way few 
other teachers can. Vicki, currently a third 
grade teacher at Warren Elementary School, 
also serves in many other capacities, includ-
ing: Spellbowl coach, intramural volleyball 
coach, mentor, mentor faculty facilitator, and 
as a member of the building school improve-
ment plan steering committee. A testament to 
Vicki’s ability to connect with her students, she 
has coached two Spellbowl teams that have 
advanced to higher level competitions. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you and my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in commending 
these outstanding educators on their receipt of 
the 2008 Crystal Bell Award. Their years of 
hard work have played a major role in shaping 
the minds and futures of Northwest Indiana’s 
young people, and each recipient is truly an 
inspiration to us all. 
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Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce the Safe and Complete Streets 
Act of 2008. 

This needed legislation is based on the prin-
ciple that our Nation’s transportation system 
should be safe and accessible to all people. 
Motorists, bicyclists, transit users, pedestrians, 
the disabled, and the elderly all use our coun-
try’s transportation network each and every 
day. The Safe and Complete Streets Act of 
2008 will ensure that the needs of all of these 
users are accommodated during the transpor-
tation planning process. 

Complete streets are an essential part of 
well-designed communities that are livable for 
children, families, the elderly, and people of all 
ages and abilities. By providing our constitu-
ents with sidewalks on which to walk, well- 
lighted transit stations in which to wait for the 
bus or light rail, clear lanes in which to drive, 
and bike lanes in which to ride, we can en-
courage them to utilize alternative modes of 
transportation. This can make our transpor-
tation system most effective and useful. 

Madam Speaker, our constituents are strug-
gling to deal with the skyrocketing cost of gas. 
As their pocketbooks are hit increasingly hard 
at the pump, many Americans are turning to 
alternative methods of transportation. In my 
hometown of Sacramento, where gasoline is 

nearly four dollars per gallon, my local news-
paper recently reported on the growing num-
ber of my constituents who are riding their bi-
cycles to work because of the prohibitive price 
of filling a car up with fuel. 

For these reasons, Americans around the 
country are eager for transportation alter-
natives. The Safe and Complete Streets Act of 
2008 is a strong step toward a future where 
travelers are presented with a range of trans-
portation options. By requiring States and met-
ropolitan planning organizations to accommo-
date the needs of all users of the transpor-
tation system in their planning processes, this 
legislation will broaden access to the streets 
that tie our communities—and our Nation—to-
gether. 

Incorporating these kinds of complete 
streets principles will help us move away from 
the kinds of transportation planning that 
causes seniors to avoid walking to the store 
because of the lack of sidewalks. It will help 
usher in a day when commuters feel safe 
riding to work on their bicycles because the 
streets now accommodate bikes. It will ease 
the fears of parents across our country who 
hesitate to allow their children to walk to 
school because of the danger posed by so 
many cars driving near sidewalks. It will re-
duce the risk posed to disabled Americans 
who are forced to deal with a transportation 
system short on painted crosswalks and audi-
ble walking signals. And it will encourage peo-
ple to take public transit because they will no 
longer have to wait for the bus at a stop that 
is nothing more than a pole in the ground. 

Complete streets also have a number of 
non-transportation-related benefits. In a coun-
try where nearly one-third of adults are obese 
and the number of overweight children has tri-
pled since 1980, giving people options to walk 
or take public transit can play a major role in 
reducing these disturbing trends. In terms of 
fighting global warming, the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change recommends as a 
key climate change mitigation strategy the 
shifting of travel modes from driving to walk-
ing, taking transit, and bicycling. There is 
ample room for complete streets to help bring 
about this needed paradigm shift in the way 
we travel—65 percent of trips in the United 
States under one mile are now made by auto-
mobile. In one Colorado city, local efforts to 
take transit, use bicycles, and carpool have 
helped reduce carbon dioxide by half a million 
pounds. If one city can achieve such success 
in reducing emissions by changing transpor-
tation patterns, the possible emissions reduc-
tions through implementing a nationwide com-
plete streets policy are staggering. 

Madam Speaker, we live in a time when 
local governments are strapped for cash. In 
such a fiscal climate, we should make invest-
ments today that will pay out over the long 
term, and that will help us avoid the need to 
make costly adjustments to our current trans-
portation system down the line. Incorporating 
complete streets principles today will help 
communities save precious dollars in the fu-
ture by eliminating the need for costly retrofits. 

I know this to be true because of the experi-
ence of my own congressional district, where 
the City of Sacramento is preparing to spend 
$12 million to update a bridge that was built in 
the 1930s without adequate sidewalks. An-

other example of the power of complete 
streets to save money is from Illinois. There, 
the legislature passed a complete streets law 
last year after the state was forced to spend 
nearly a million dollars adding a foot and bike 
path to a bridge where several pedestrians 
and bicyclists were hit and killed by motorists. 

But the bottom line, Madam Speaker, is that 
the Safe and Complete Streets Act of 2008 is 
good policy because of what it can help us do 
for our communities, not for the costs it can 
help us avoid. Encouraging people to use all 
the various modes of transportation available 
to them will strengthen public health, reduce 
congestion, improve air quality, and increase 
the interconnectedness of our communities. It 
will help create a national transportation net-
work that works for all Americans regardless 
of their age, income, or preferred mode of get-
ting around town. 

The time has come for this Congress to 
start thinking about what we want the legacy 
of American transportation to be. I know I 
speak for many of my colleagues when I say 
that we want this to be one where all users of 
our streets feel safe and accommodated. The 
Safe and Complete Streets Act of 2008 is a 
first step toward creating this kind of practical, 
efficient, and inclusive transportation system, 
and I am proud to introduce it here today. 
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Ms. HOOLEY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor a long-time education advocate and 
friend, Deborah Murdock. As Special Assistant 
to the President at Portland State University, 
Debbie helped make PSU the top-tier univer-
sity in Oregon that it currently is. We lost our 
friend Debbie on August 14, 2007, far too 
soon. I honor her today because on Sunday, 
May 4, 2008, Portland State University will 
dedicate the Debbie Murdock Memorial Clock 
Tower on their campus. 

My first day in Washington, DC, as a new 
Member of Congress, Debbie was a friendly 
face who knew more about working in Con-
gress than I did. Her experience with Con-
gressman Les AuCoin was a great benefit for 
both of us. She knew what I needed to do to 
successfully represent my constituents and 
specifically a certain university in the state’s 
urban hub. 

Debbie came to work for PSU in 1993 and 
almost immediately set goals for the university 
that may have seemed overly-optimistic and 
unattainable. She wanted to help the univer-
sity provide the programs, research and stu-
dent experience that the other Oregon institu-
tions of higher learning were offering. 

During her tenure, Debbie played a signifi-
cant role in the building and establishment of 
the Native American Center, the Urban Cen-
ter, the engineering building and others. She 
also was involved in the downtown revitaliza-
tion and ‘‘greening’’ of the campus. 

But Debbie’s list of accomplishments 
doesn’t end with facilities and structures. 
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