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Debbie managed to affect almost every per-
son she came into contact with by encour-
aging their professional or academic develop-
ment and personal growth. She wanted every-
one to be the best they could be and felt like 
she could help make that happen by being a 
friend, a mentor or a resource. 

I am delighted that Portland State University 
is naming the new clock tower in honor of 
Debbie. The tower will be a part of PSU’s vi-
tality, energy and life for years to come, as will 
Debbie Murdock’s memory. 
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EXPRESSING APPRECIATION FOR 
H. MARTIN LANCASTER’S SERV-
ICE AND FRIENDSHIP 

HON. DAVID E. PRICE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2008 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in recognition of the 
dedicated service of our former colleague, 
Martin Lancaster, to North Carolina and the 
Nation. 

Martin retires today as President of the 
North Carolina Community College System, 
which he has led since 1997. The system en-
rolls more than 800,000 students in 58 com-
prehensive community colleges across the 
State. Internationally recognized for the scope 
and quality of its programs, the system is one 
of the largest in the county and North Caro-
lina’s primary provider of workforce prepara-
tion and adult education. 

Martin has worked to increase State and pri-
vate funding for facilities, equipment, faculty 
salaries, and instruction and to strengthen the 
system’s essential role in workforce and eco-
nomic development. He led community college 
participation in the successful State Higher 
Education Bond Referendum of 2000, which 
included $600 million for community college 
construction, repair and renovation. He has 
worked successfully with successive presi-
dents of the University of North Carolina sys-
tem to ensure a seamless transition for stu-
dents between community colleges and 4-year 
state institutions. 

In his years as president, Martin and I have 
collaborated on a number of projects. We’ve 
worked hard on the Partnership Fellows Pro-
gram to help address the serious teacher 
shortage by providing scholarships for individ-
uals transitioning from associate degree pro-
grams in education to bachelor-degree grant-
ing institutions. He’s helped ensure that future 
Federal scholarships for prospective teachers 
will be available to community college stu-
dents. 

We also continue to promote funding from 
the National Science Foundation for the Ad-
vanced Technological Education, ATE, pro-
gram to underwrite innovation and excellence 
in curriculum development, teaching methods, 
and public-private partnerships. The North 
Carolina system and individual campuses 
compete very successfully for this support. 

Most recently, we have secured Department 
of Education funding for an innovative partner-
ship among the North Carolina Symphony, the 
community college system, and local public 

school systems. Soloists and small ensembles 
from the Symphony will visit far-flung commu-
nities and, based in their community colleges, 
offer performances and classes for aspiring 
young musicians. 

Prior to his work with the North Carolina 
Community College System, Martin served as 
assistant secretary of the Army for Civil Works 
from January 1996 until June 1997. Before 
that, he served as special advisor to President 
Bill Clinton on chemical weapons. Many Mem-
bers of this body will remember his 8 years of 
distinguished service, representing his home 
town of Goldsboro and the rest of the Third 
Congressional District. 

With the experience of being on active duty 
in the Navy during the Vietnam war and con-
tinuing to serve as an active Reservist until his 
retirement as a Navy Captain in November 
1993, Martin was an effective member of the 
Armed Services Committee. During his tenure, 
he fought to obtain benefits increases for dis-
abled veterans and sponsored Agent Orange 
compensation measures. He also took a spe-
cial interest in procurement and other small 
business issues as a member of the Small 
Business Committee. 

Our friendship stretches across decades, in-
cluding our years in the House, which we 
began together in the Class of 1986. Martin’s 
commitment and leadership in his law prac-
tice, the North Carolina General Assembly, the 
U.S. Congress, on many boards and commis-
sions, and especially in our community col-
leges, have improved the quality of life for 
people of all ages. We have known each other 
long enough to watch our grandchildren’s gen-
eration benefit from his talent and dedication. 

It is with the greatest respect and my deep-
est appreciation that I rise today to honor Mar-
tin Lancaster and thank him for his many in-
valuable contributions to our State and Nation. 
On behalf of all who have also been fortunate 
to work with him, I wish him, his wife Alice, 
and their two daughters, Mary Martin and Ash-
ley Elizabeth and their growing families, the 
best in all of their future endeavors. 
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IN HONOR OF BRIAN PERRY 

HON. CHARLES W. ‘‘CHIP’’ PICKERING 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2008 

Mr. PICKERING. Madam Speaker, today I 
would like to honor a member of my staff, 
Brian Perry, as he leaves to join Mississip-
pians for Economic Progress as executive di-
rector. Brian has served as my communica-
tions director for the past 5 years and has 
done an outstanding job handling the press in-
quiries my office has received from the na-
tional, State, and local level. He has served in 
a composed, calm, and patient manner; which 
is to be admired in a position so demanding. 

Brian grew up in the Nashville, Tennessee 
area and then moved to Mississippi where he 
attended Northwest Rankin High School. Once 
in Mississippi, he settled there and graduated 
from Belhaven College in 1997 with a bach-
elor of arts in philosophy and then obtained a 
masters in communication from Mississippi 
College. Before starting in my office, Brian 

was a reporter for the Madison County Jour-
nal, creator and editor of the Magnolia Report, 
and campaign director for Judge Keith 
Starrett’s successful run for election. His per-
sonal experience as a journalist helped make 
him a very effective communications director 
for me. 

In addition to serving as my communications 
director, Brian also focused on education, 
human rights, and religious freedom issues. In 
2006, Brian moved back to Mississippi to work 
in my district office in Pearl. We have missed 
having Brian in the DC office. 

Since moving back to Mississippi, Brian has 
been extremely involved in neighborhood and 
community activities. He is a loyal alumnus of 
Belhaven, living just one block from the 
school. Canoeing, fishing, and camping are 
among his favorite outdoor activities. He also 
enjoys listening to bluegrass, grilling with 
friends, and attending the Neshoba County 
Fair. Over the past 2 years, the district office 
has come to really know Brian and will re-
member him as an ardent 1st amendment de-
fender, Christian advocate, political junkie, and 
the world’s fastest eater. But most signifi-
cantly, he will be remembered as a dedicated 
and conscientious member of my staff, a good 
listener, and a loyal friend to his fellow co-
workers. 

As a tribute to Brian for his exemplary work, 
I would like to share some words from people 
he has worked closely with throughout his ca-
reer. 

‘‘Brian Perry’s five year tenure in Con-
gressman Pickering’s office is noteworthy, 
as his record of public service is marked by 
a strong commitment to excellence and pro-
fessionalism. Personally, I am grateful for 
Brian’s willingness to serve as the spokes-
man for my 2007 re-election campaign; his vi-
sion, maturity, and experience were nothing 
short of exceptional. I commend Brian for 
his outstanding career and look forward to 
his continued contributions to government 
and politics. ‘‘—Governor Haley Barbour 

‘‘Brian Perry has served Congressman 
Pickering and the Third District with dis-
tinction. He is a man of unwavering convic-
tion and his integrity is above reproach. 
That’s why it is my distinct privilege to 
count Brian among my closest and most 
trusted friends, a relationship that has de-
veloped as I have worked with him profes-
sionally. He’s always been willing and able 
to meet the request of our newspapers—and 
then some. He has always proven to be of the 
strongest character when dealing with mem-
bers of the press.’’—James E. Prince III, 
president, Prince Newspapers 

‘‘Brian Perry has been one of my closest 
and most trusted friends for well over a dec-
ade. We both met as activists in the Mis-
sissippi Republican Party. He has served as a 
loyal member of Congressman Chip 
Pickering’s staff where he facilitated and 
communicated the various initiatives Con-
gressman Pickering spearheaded in the in-
terest of Mississippi’s Third Congressional 
District. While serving as Republican Chair-
man of the Third District, and now as MRP 
Executive Director, Brian has proven himself 
over and over again to be a man of character 
whose integrity and professionalism are 
above reproach. Brian’s mark of service to 
the Republican Party, Congressman Pick-
ering, and Mississippi and even the nation 
will be long lasting.’’—Brad White, executive 
director, Mississippi Republican Party 

‘‘Brian Perry worked very hard ensuring 
that the needs of rural areas were addressed 
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