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arrest for years, barred from assuming the 
Prime Ministerial post to which she was rightly 
elected. Her consistent advocacy of nonviolent 
resistance against the military junta is inspir-
ing, and it was for her strong leadership that 
the Nobel Committee awarded her its Peace 
Prize. The United States must unequivocally 
support Aung San Suu Kyi as the legitimate 
leader of Burma. 

Despite international recognition of its gross 
human rights violations, Burma’s regime con-
tinues to use violence and murder to terrorize 
its own people, most recently during last Sep-
tember’s demonstrations. I have spoken in op-
position to Burma’s military junta for a number 
of years, and today I am once again con-
demning it for forcing a referendum that seeks 
to lend false credibility to an undemocratic 
constitution. As a cosponsor of H. Con. Res. 
317, I am deeply concerned by what the re-
gime will do to retain its tight grip on power. 

Today, as the House considers this concur-
rent resolution, I also join my colleagues in 
being mindful of the terrible devastation 
caused by a cyclone that ripped through 
Burma over the weekend. I offer my condo-
lences to the families of those who lost loved 
ones in this staggering disaster, and I ear-
nestly hope that the regime in Burma will ac-
cept international assistance to help Burma’s 
people recover from this tragedy. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in strong support of H. Con. Res. 
317: Condemning Burma’s Undemocratic Con-
stitutional Referendum, introduced by my col-
league Congressman HOLT, which I am proud 
to cosponsor. I would like to thank the Chair-
man of the Committee on Foreign Affairs for 
bringing this important legislation to the floor 
today, as well as his ongoing leadership on 
this issue. 

Last year, we witnessed the biggest protests 
in Burma since the popular uprising in 1988. 
Initially triggered by a sharp and unexpected 
increase in fuel, last September’s protests, 
known as the Saffron Resolution, became a 
statement against the government attacks on 
Buddhist monks attending a peaceful protest 
in early September. Following the govern-
ment’s failure to apologize for these appalling 
actions, Burma’s spiritual and nonviolent 
monks began protesting in large numbers. 
Burma’s monks are highly revered, and have 
historically played a prominent role in political 
protests within the country. They form the so-
cial foundation of their nation, and it is ex-
tremely significant that tens of thousands of 
monks participated in the recent demonstra-
tions. 

The events of last September illustrated the 
Burmese military regime’s ongoing repression 
of basic human rights. The military has, for 
many years, ignored the democratic aspira-
tions of the Burmese people, perhaps best 
seen in the ongoing restrictions on prominent 
pro-democracy leader and Nobel Peace Prize 
winner Aung San Suu Kyi, whose party won a 
landslide electoral victory in 1990 but has 
never been allowed to govern. In addition, the 
regime is squandering Burma’s natural re-
sources, with proceeds going to the military 
and its weapons, instead of to the people of 
Burma, the overwhelming majority of whom 
live in poverty. 

Military-run enterprises continue to control 
key sectors of the Burmese economy, which, 

in general, is plagued by corruption, severe 
mismanagement, and a flourishing black mar-
ket. Burma is the world’s largest exporter of 
teak, as well as a principal source of jade, 
pearls, rubies, and sapphires. These re-
sources, combined with extremely fertile soil 
and offshore oil and gas deposits, are spent in 
ways that only benefit the military elite why the 
vast bulk of the Burmese people are increas-
ingly destitute. 

Mr. Speaker, this repressive government is 
now planning a May 10th referendum, which 
will have the effect of institutionalizing these 
policies through a sham constitution. The mili-
tary regime in Burma is attempting to give 
democratic legitimacy to a process, controlled 
from start to finish by the Burmese military, 
which is anything but democratic. A true de-
mocracy benefits the people; this referendum 
will only benefit the Burmese military. 

The legislation that we are considering 
today, H. Con. Res. 317, calls on the Adminis-
tration, the United Nations, and the inter-
national community to support legitimate, in-
clusive dialogue between the regime and op-
position forces. It denounces the regime’s 
one-sided, undemocratic attempt to legalize 
military rule with the constitution and its re-
lated referendum, and insists that Burma’s 
military regime begin a meaningful tri-partite 
dialogue with Aung San Suu Kyi, winners of 
the 1990 election, and ethnic nationality rep-
resentatives toward full restoration of democ-
racy and internationally recognized human 
rights for all Burmese citizens. Further, it 
urges the President to call for the U.N. Secu-
rity Council not to recognize the constitution 
and to pass a resolution instructing the Bur-
mese regime to enter into meaningful dia-
logue, and to push for a comprehensive U.N. 
Security Council arms embargo against the 
Burmese military regime. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation is an unambig-
uous call for truly inclusive, tripartite dialogue. 
Burma possesses one of the most ancient, 
rich, and ethnically and religiously diverse cul-
tures on earth. Like the indomitable Aung San 
Suu Kyi, the opposition leader democratically 
elected to lead the nation in 1990 but who in-
stead has been imprisoned for 12 of the last 
18 years, the people of Burma are resilient 
and draw strength from their convictions and 
the diversity of their nation. Only through such 
international negotiation can we hope to put 
Burma back on the path to peace and pros-
perity. I strongly urge my colleagues to join 
me in supporting this important and timely leg-
islation. 

Mr. POE. I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
WATSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Con. Res. 317, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I object to the vote on the ground 

that a quorum is not present and make 
the point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

DITH PRAN 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 1109) honoring the mem-
ory of Dith Pran by remembering his 
life’s work and continuing to acknowl-
edge and remember the victims of 
genocides that have taken place around 
the globe, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1109 

Whereas Dith Pran was born on September 
23, 1942, in Siem Reap, Cambodia, a provin-
cial town near the ancient temples at Ang-
kor Wat; 

Whereas Mr. Dith, a photojournalist and 
human rights advocate, became the face of 
the atrocities in Cambodia carried out by the 
Khmer Rouge; 

Whereas Mr. Dith learned French and 
English in school and became a translator of 
Khmer for the United States Armed Forces 
and visiting film crews while he worked as a 
receptionist at a hotel near Angkor Wat 
prior to the escalation of the Vietnam War; 

Whereas, during much of the early 1970s, 
Mr. Dith was a guide, interpreter, and friend 
of Sydney H. Schanberg of the New York 
Times; 

Whereas the friendship and partnership be-
tween Mr. Dith and Mr. Schanberg became 
the basis for the 1984 film, ‘‘The Killing 
Fields’’, which showed the brutality per-
petrated by the Khmer Rouge from 1975 to 
1979 under Pol Pot; 

Whereas nearly 2,000,000 Cambodians died 
from 1975 to 1979 at the hands of the Khmer 
Rouge; 

Whereas Mr. Dith saved Mr. Schanberg and 
other Western journalists from being exe-
cuted by persuading Khmer Rouge soldiers 
that they were journalists sympathetic to 
the Khmer Rouge cause; 

Whereas Mr. Dith’s wife and children were 
able to leave Cambodia for the United States 
through Mr. Schanberg’s connections, but 
Mr. Dith was unable to obtain a passport or 
visa to leave the country; 

Whereas, for four years, Mr. Dith disguised 
himself as a peasant, worked in rice fields, 
and endured regular beatings and harsh labor 
while living on a diet of a tablespoon of rice 
a day because the Khmer Rouge would often 
kill anyone who appeared educated or even 
wore glasses; 

Whereas, in November 1978, Mr. Dith re-
turned to his home of Siem Reap, and discov-
ered that 50 members of his family had been 
killed; 

Whereas Mr. Dith fled 60 miles to the bor-
der of Thailand and arrived, on October 3, 
1979, where Mr. Schanberg flew to greet him; 

Whereas Mr. Dith had an emotional re-
union with his wife, Ser Moeun Dith, and 
their four children when he arrived in San 
Francisco; 
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Whereas Mr. Dith moved to New York, New 

York, and was hired in 1980 as a photog-
rapher for The New York Times; 

Whereas Mr. Dith was a tireless activist 
speaking out about the Cambodian genocide 
and once stating, ‘‘I’m a one person cru-
sade’’; 

Whereas soon after the release of the film 
‘‘The Killing Fields’’, Mr. Dith became a 
United States citizen and a goodwill ambas-
sador for the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees; 

Whereas, in 1994, Mr. Dith worked to help 
pass the Cambodian Genocide Justice Act of 
1994, sponsored by former Senator Charles 
Robb of Virginia, which established an Office 
of Cambodian Genocide Investigations at the 
Department of State; 

Whereas, on March 30, 2008, Mr. Dith, a 
resident of Woodbridge, New Jersey, passed 
away at the age of 65; and 

Whereas the Dith Pran Holocaust Aware-
ness Project was established to create aware-
ness about the Cambodian genocide: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) honors the life and legacy of Mr. Dith 
for his commitment to raising awareness 
about the atrocities that took place under 
the Khmer Rouge in Cambodia; 

(2) recognizes his courage and his endless 
pursuit for justice for the victims of the 
Cambodian genocide and all peoples around 
the world who have been victims of genocide; 
and 

(3) honors the memory of Mr. Dith by re-
membering his life’s work and continuing to 
acknowledge and remember the victims of 
genocides that have taken place around the 
world. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. WATSON) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the resolution 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 

support of this resolution, and I yield 
myself as much time as I may con-
sume. 

I would like to thank my colleague, 
Mr. SIRES, for offering this important 
legislation in memory of a great Amer-
ican, Dith Pran. Through the film ‘‘The 
Killing Fields,’’ Dith Pran is for many 
Americans the face of the Cambodian 
genocide. That movie documented Dith 
Pran’s personal struggle, his friendship 
and cooperation with New York Times 
reporter Sydney Schanberg, and the 
larger horror of the Khmer Rouge 
genocide in Cambodia. 

Much as ‘‘The Killing Fields’’ re-
minded Americans of the Cambodian 
genocide, Mr. Dith’s life work as a 
photojournalist and U.N. goodwill am-

bassador raised awareness around the 
world of the atrocities that took place 
for those in Cambodia under the Khmer 
Rouge. 

This resolution commemorates the 
work of Dith Pran’s life, including his 
work as a photojournalist for the New 
York Times, his bravery in surviving 
the Cambodian genocide and escaping 
to Thailand in 1979; his advocacy for 
the Cambodian refugees and victims of 
genocide around the world after he be-
came a U.S. citizen and a goodwill am-
bassador for the United Nations in 1994; 
and his work with former Senator 
Charles Robb to help pass the Cam-
bodian Genocide Justice Act estab-
lishing an Office of Cambodian Geno-
cide Investigations at the State De-
partment. 

Mr. Dith’s work laid the foundation 
for ongoing justice and reconciliation 
tribunals within Cambodia that con-
tinue to this day. 

For all these reasons, I support this 
resolution and urge my colleagues to 
join me as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself 
such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of this resolution which serves as yet 
another reminder of the haunting 
words inscribed in the Holocaust Mu-
seum: ‘‘Never again.’’ 

The Khmer Rouge-led slaughter of 
over 1 million innocent people took 
place more than three decades after the 
Holocaust ended. Yet the world was 
again largely silent and indifferent to 
this tragedy. There was no one person 
who more embodied the tragic and hor-
rific story of this genocide committed 
by the Khmer Rouge in Cambodia than 
Dith Pran. His harrowing personal 
story of courage, abandonment, strug-
gle, escape and ultimate survival was 
recorded for all time in the gripping 
Academy Award-winning film ‘‘The 
Killing Fields.’’ 

After escaping from the Khmer 
Rouge and making his way across a 
treacherous border laden with mines, 
Dith Pran reached a refugee camp in 
Thailand and ultimately came to the 
United States. Here while continuing 
his career as a photojournalist, Dith 
Pran was a firm and clear voice appeal-
ing to the world’s conscience to re-
member the genocide which occurred 
in his homeland. He worked tirelessly 
to achieve the establishment of an Of-
fice of Cambodian Genocide. It was of-
ficially called the Office of Cambodian 
Genocide Investigation in the Depart-
ment of State. 

It is a note of some consolation that 
Dith Pran lived to see the start of the 
genocide trial last November of sur-
viving leaders of the Khmer Rouge on 
charges of war crimes and crimes 
against humanity. Sadly, it took al-
most 30 years to bring these architects 
of the killing fields to justice. There is 

thankfully no statute of limitations for 
those who carry out world genocide. 

Without Dith Pran’s steadfast deter-
mination, however, this aging Khmer 
Rouge cadre may have escaped their 
final hour of judgment. This trial now 
taking place in the Cambodian capital 
should give solace to Dith Pran’s fam-
ily and his friends at his passing. It 
also represents his greatest legacy as 
an advocate on human rights. 

The current trial should also remind 
us to redouble our efforts to ensure 
that the words ‘‘Never Again’’ are fi-
nally realized. The best final tribute 
for Dith Pran would be for the world 
community to work together for a 
swift end to the current genocide in 
Darfur and the killing fields in North 
Korea. 

I urge my colleagues to give their 
whole-hearted support to this resolu-
tion. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 

b 1515 
Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 

minutes to the gentleman from New 
Jersey, Mr. RUSH HOLT. 

Mr. HOLT. I thank the gentlelady for 
yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, in countries all over the 
world, journalists are assisted, in fact, 
often dependent on local assistance, 
such as Dith Pran was to Sydney 
Schanberg, who was working for The 
New York Times. Such assistance often 
goes unrecognized. 

But Dith Pran did not go unrecog-
nized. His life would be noteworthy if 
only because of his survival. After the 
foreign military forces left southeast 
Asia, and horrific genocide and slaugh-
ter enveloped Cambodia, Dith Pran 
faced a situation that is hard to be-
lieve. He would be noteworthy also be-
cause of his excellent work as a pho-
tographer and photojournalist, but he 
is most noteworthy and truly admi-
rable because of his work to bring the 
horrors of the genocide of Cambodia 
and of genocide anywhere in the world 
to the attention of the public. It was 
my honor and good fortune to know 
Dith Pran. 

He covered stories and events in the 
New Jersey and New York area, and I 
saw him fairly often. He even accom-
plished the challenging achievement of 
sometimes making me look good on 
film. He was hardly a movie star, but 
he was always cheerful. In his daily 
contacts, looking through those smil-
ing eyes, it would be hard to imagine 
the horrors that were back in his mind. 

For months each year, after hours, 
on weekends, before students, before 
policymakers, before any audience that 
would listen, he used his experiences 
effectively to teach the horrors that 
humans can do to humans and to work 
for justice, truth and reconciliation in 
Cambodia and other countries around 
the world. 

After each mass murder and genocide 
in history, some have said ‘‘Never 
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again.’’ After the Nazi death camps, 
after Rwanda, after each genocide, we 
say never again. 

Let us all hope, that the example of 
Dith Pran and his story will help us 
take action so that truly never again 
we will see the kind of horror that Dith 
Pran saw. 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, today I rise in sup-
port of H. Res. 1109, honoring the memory of 
Mr. Dith Pran, a constituent of mine from 
Woodbridge, New Jersey, who passed away 
on March 30, 2008, at the age of 65. Mr. Dith 
was a photojournalist for the New York Times 
and a renowned human rights advocate, who 
became the face of the atrocities in Cambodia 
carried out by the Khmer Rouge under Pol 
Pot. After fleeing Cambodia in 1979, Mr. Dith 
devoted his life to advocating against geno-
cide and finding justice for victims of genocide 
through his advocacy. 

After working as a translator and recep-
tionist in Cambodia, he was hired in the early 
1970s by Sydney H. Schanberg of the New 
York Times to be a guide and interpreter. The 
incredible friendship and partnership that de-
veloped between the two men became the 
basis for the 1984 film, ‘‘The Killing Fields,’’ 
which helped bring to light the brutality of the 
Khmer Rouge regime. 

In 1985, Mr. Dith became a U.S. citizen and 
a goodwill ambassador for the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees. In 1994, he 
worked with former Senator Charles Robb to 
help pass the Cambodian Genocide Justice 
Act. Mr. Dith was a tireless advocate con-
stantly speaking out about the Cambodian 
genocide, so that the world would know and 
never forget. 

This resolution is to honor Mr. Dith’s com-
mitment to raising awareness about the atroc-
ities that took place in Cambodia, as well as 
to recognize the strength and courage of an 
ordinary man who lived an extraordinary life. 
Mr. Speaker, I would urge all my colleagues to 
support this resolution. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
other speakers, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
WATSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1109, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

HIGHER EDUCATION EXTENSION 

Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the Sen-
ate bill (S. 2929) to temporarily extend 
the programs under the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

The text of the Senate bill is as fol-
lows: 

S. 2929 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. EXTENSION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

PROGRAMS. 
(a) EXTENSION OF PROGRAMS.—Section 2(a) 

of the Higher Education Extension Act of 
2005 (Public Law 109–81; 20 U.S.C. 1001 note) is 
amended by striking ‘‘April 30, 2008’’ and in-
serting ‘‘May 31, 2008’’. 

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section, or in the Higher Education Ex-
tension Act of 2005 as amended by this Act, 
shall be construed to limit or otherwise alter 
the authorizations of appropriations for, or 
the durations of, programs contained in the 
amendments made by the Higher Education 
Reconciliation Act of 2005 (Public Law 109– 
171) or by the College Cost Reduction and Ac-
cess Act (Public Law 110–84) to the provi-
sions of the Higher Education Act of 1965 and 
the Taxpayer-Teacher Protection Act of 2004. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall take effect as if 
enacted on April 30, 2008. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. TIERNEY) and the 
gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. 
BOUSTANY) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I request 

5 legislative days during which Mem-
bers may insert material relevant to S. 
2929 into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of Sen-

ate 2929, a bill to temporarily extend 
programs under the Higher Education 
Act of 1965. 

At the beginning of February, the 
House took the next step in the reau-
thorization of the Higher Education 
Act in passing H.R. 4137, the College 
Opportunity and Affordability Act. 

Now we find ourselves in the near 
final phase of completing the reauthor-
ization of the Higher Education Act as 
we work towards a compromise bill 
with the Senate to ensure that the 
doors of college are truly open to all 
qualified students. It’s our goal to en-
sure that a final bill encompasses the 
major issues addressed in H.R. 4137, in-
cluding the skyrocketing college prices 
and needlessly complicated student-aid 
application process and predatory tac-
tics by student lenders. 

The bill under consideration today, 
S. 2929, will extend the programs under 
the Higher Education Act until May 31, 
2008, to allow sufficient time for final 
deliberations on the two bills reported 
out of the respective chambers. While 
the process of reauthorizing the Higher 
Education Act may be coming to a 
close, I would like to underscore that 
this does not mean that we will com-
plete work on higher education alto-
gether. 

The committee intends to continue 
to address issues as needed, which in-
clude not only overseeing the proper 
implementation of the College Cost Re-
duction and Access Act and the rest of 
the Higher Education Act, but also, for 
example, ensuring availability of stu-
dent loans during this challenging 
credit market, which the House acted 
on last week in passing H.R. 5715. 

It has been nearly 10 years since the 
Higher Education Act was last reau-
thorized, and I believe that Members 
on both sides of the aisle and in both 
chambers are anxious to complete 
work on a compromise bill in this Con-
gress, and we believe it can happen. 

I look forward to completing this 
work with the respective Members on 
behalf of our Nation’s hardworking 
families and students. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I might consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S. 

2929, a 1-month extension of the Higher 
Education Act. 

Over the past several months, a tre-
mendous amount of progress has been 
made toward reauthorization of the 
Higher Education Act. The Education 
and Labor Committee worked in a bi-
partisan fashion to produce a bill that 
received strong support here on the 
House floor. 

Chairman MILLER and Ranking Mem-
ber MCKEON have been leading our ef-
forts to negotiate a final compromise 
with the other chamber, and I am 
pleased to report that our work is near-
ly done. While I support today’s tem-
porary extension of programs under the 
Higher Education Act, I know members 
of the committee, along with members 
of the higher education community, 
will be pleased to hear our assurances 
that this will be the final extension we 
have to pass. We expect conference 
meetings to wrap up in the next several 
weeks with a conference report to be 
brought back in the month of May. 

As we move toward finalizing this 
broad overhaul of Federal higher edu-
cation programs, our top priority must 
remain college access and afford-
ability. Bolstering our higher edu-
cation and student aid programs has 
long been a priority for Congress. 

One of the issues that has received a 
great deal of attention throughout the 
reauthorization process has been the 
rising cost of higher education and the 
high levels of debt that accompany 
that education for many students. 
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