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Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 

me in commending Michael Andrew Gorski for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

U.S.-TAIWAN ACHIEVEMENTS AND 
CHALLENGES 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 5, 2008 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, for the 
past 60 years, the United States and Taiwan 
have enjoyed a unique and vital relationship. 
Forged during a period of mutual confrontation 
with communism, our ties have flourished over 
the years. Indeed, what began as primarily a 
security-focused partnership has become one 
based on a wide range of mutual interests. 

The growth of our relations was in no way 
a coincidence. Instead, the common values of 
freedom, democracy and prosperity have guid-
ed both our peoples over the years. During 
the past two decades in particular, America’s 
support has helped Taiwan develop a vibrant 
democratic government and strong economy, 
which in turn have provided hope and inspira-
tion to others in the region and around the 
world. 

Today, as Taiwan prepares for yet another 
milestone in its democratic progression—the 
inauguration of a new President later this 
month—I would like to recognize some of the 
successes we have had together under the 
leadership of its outgoing President, Chen 
Shui-bian. 

From President Chen’s first months in office, 
the United States and Taiwan worked to ad-
vance its rightful role in the international com-
munity. This began with cooperative efforts to 
first call for and later secure Taiwan’s entry 
into the World Trade Organization. 

Our governments also worked closely to-
gether during this period of increasing global 
health awareness and activity. Over the past 
several years. America has consistently 
pushed to have Taiwan included in inter-
national forums where it can convey lessons 
learned from its experience with SARS and 
the Avian flu. In addition, our senior dip-
lomats—backed by strong congressional direc-
tion in 2003—have sought a meaningful role 
for Taiwan in the World Health Organization. 

Our security interests have also been close-
ly aligned during President Chen’s tenure. The 
tragedy that befell the United States on Sep-
tember 11, 2001 was met with a swift re-
sponse by Taiwan, which assisted with re-
sources for coalition efforts in Afghanistan, co-
operative efforts to track and shut down ter-
rorist financial networks, participation in our 
government’s Container Security Initiative, and 
many other joint efforts. Taiwan even contrib-
uted generously to the Pentagon Memorial 
Fund, in recognition of those who lost their 
lives on 9/11. 

The partnership we have built with Taiwan 
has also served both governments well as we 
have been compelled to respond to hostile 
Chinese gestures in recent years. Perhaps the 
starkest example of this during President 

Chen’s time in office occurred in December 
2004, when China unveiled and subsequently 
enacted its Anti-Secession Law, a measure 
providing legal authority for the People’s Lib-
eration Army to invade Taiwan without provo-
cation. A steady and determined response by 
President Chen was matched by strong state-
ments of concern from the international com-
munity, signaling to China that hostile action 
would be met with strong resistance. 

America has also sought ways to counter a 
wide range of other Chinese measures that 
seek to isolate Taiwan: 

Militarily, China has noticeably increased its 
threat to Taiwan’s security through the steady 
deployment of missiles targeting Taiwan, in 
numbers that have grown by more than 100 
per year and now far exceed 1,000 in number. 

Diplomatically, China has attempted to block 
at every turn Taiwan’s efforts to participate in 
the global community. It opposed Taiwan’s re-
cent application to join the United Nations as 
a full member, and has repeatedly thwarted 
Taiwan’s attempts to join the UN and its affil-
iate organizations—such as the World Health 
Organization—even as an observer. 

Economically, China has sought to prevent 
Taiwan from expanding its role in international 
markets—using the dependence created by 
their over $80 billion in annual bilateral trade 
as a means to advancing unification. At the 
same time, it has been working to build bilat-
eral and regional free trade agreements 
(FTAs) that deliberately exclude Taiwan. 

Politically, China’s authorities refused to 
communicate with Taiwan’s elected leadership 
during President Chen’s tenure, despite re-
peated offers by him to engage in open dia-
logue. 

As evidenced by the constructive efforts 
cited earlier, the United States and Taiwan 
have worked closely to address each of these 
threats as they have arisen. And we will con-
tinue to do so when President Ma Ying-jeou 
assumes office on May 20th, building on the 
record of achievement that our governments 
have amassed in just the first years of this 
new century. I look forward to working with 
President Ma’s government as we seek to fur-
ther advance our common values and inter-
ests. 

f 

PULLMAN HIGH SCHOOL COM-
PETES IN NATIONAL SCIENCE 
BOWL 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 5, 2008 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to join with the Pullman 
community in congratulating the Pullman High 
School Science Bowl team on being selected 
to compete in the 18th annual U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy National Science Bowl. 

The U.S. Department of Energy National 
Science Bowl is a nationwide academic com-
petition that tests students’ knowledge in all 
areas of science. Much like Jeopardy, the stu-
dents put their science knowledge to the test 
as they are quizzed in a fast paced question- 
and-answer format. 

Led by their coach, Barbara Harding, the 
Pullman High School team includes Randy 
Xun, Shashank Dwivedi, Suman Jandhyala, 
Xingyu Zhang, and Prastuti Singh. These out-
standing students won their regional tour-
nament and now join 66 other teams from 
throughout the nation to compete for the op-
portunity to travel to the International Youth 
Science Forum in England and a trip to visit 
nuclear power generation facilities in France. 

The accomplishments of the Pullman High 
School team bring attention to the great need 
we have in our country to continue to encour-
age high school students to pursue careers in 
the fields of science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics. In order for our country to 
remain competitive, we need more young, 
bright students like these who will grow up to 
be our future doctors, scientists and engi-
neers. I am certain these students would 
agree that a career in science is one that 
holds infinite potential. 

Madam Speaker, I invite my colleagues to 
join me in commending the Pullman High 
School Science Bowl team for their commit-
ment to academic excellence and for their ex-
ceptional performance in the National Science 
Bowl. 

f 

HONORING WILLIAM S. ROBBINS 
III 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 5, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize William S. Robbins III, a 
very special young man who has exemplified 
the finest qualities of citizenship and leader-
ship by taking an active part in the Boy Scouts 
of America, Troop 395, and in earning the 
most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

William has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years William has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending William S. Robbins III for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL 

HON. JEB HENSARLING 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 5, 2008 

Mr. HENSARLING. Madam Speaker, May 
14th marks the 60th anniversary of the mod-
ern State of Israel. For six decades, America 
has stood by Israel’s side as her partner in 
peace and defended her as a beacon of de-
mocracy in a region dominated by war, author-
itarian regimes, and religious conflict. 

In 1948, the United States became the first 
country to welcome Israel into the community 
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of nations, and we have stood with and sup-
ported her as she has defended herself from 
those who seek her destruction each and 
every day. 

Israel has been our staunchest ally in the 
Middle East, as well as a full partner in the 
global war against radical jihadists—individ-
uals who attack our Nation, our children, our 
values, and the very existence of Western civ-
ilization. 

The Old Testament teaches us the founda-
tion of Israel’s storied past. For three thousand 
years, the Jewish people have created a cul-
tural, religious, and national identity, a connec-
tion rooted in their unbroken ties to the Holy 
Land. When the modern State of Israel was 
created 60 years ago, that Jewish heritage 
was renewed. 

Madam Speaker, Israel has a legal, moral, 
and historical right to exist in peace with se-
cure and defensible borders. 

Make no mistake, Israel’s challenges are 
vast. Each day Israelis face the verbal and 
physical threat of annihilation looming on the 
horizon. From Tehran, Damascus, and Hebron 
come unrelenting calls for the destruction of 
the State of Israel. Meantime, rockets from 
Gaza rain down on the homes and schools of 
Sderot, Ashkelon, and other Israeli cities, all 
the while the United Nations sits idle and 
echoes anti-Israel, anti-Semitic proclamations. 
Israel remains a nation under siege. 

Therefore, Madam Speaker, today I come to 
this floor, our own altar of democracy, to cele-
brate a nation that has turned adversity into 
triumph and took a dispersed population and 
made them whole. Like America, Israel is a 
country of immigrants and has opened its 
doors to every Jewish immigrant to become a 
citizen. This story has now united people from 
over 70 countries and has turned Israel into a 
society of multi-ethnic communities living side 
by side with one another. 

As the world’s oldest democracy, today we 
celebrate the success of a democratic relative. 
Israel exists in a part of the world that knows 
little democracy, yet Israel has displayed the 
hope and dignity that accompanies rule by the 
people and personal freedom. Although 
blessed with few natural resources, this young 
nation has seen the fruits of its labor pay off 
through an incredible amount of economic 
prosperity and cultural creativity. 

Yet as Israel works for peace with security, 
we must not forget that peace can never be 
achieved by asking Israel to put at risk its sov-
ereignty and the safety of its people. 

We must constantly reaffirm our own ties to 
this democratic society in a part of the world 
so desperately in need of democracy. This is 
vitally important to our own security. And we 
must all realize this. 

Thus, I will continue to support Israel and 
pray she one day will live in peace within se-
cure and recognized boundaries free from 
threats or acts of force. 

I am honored to come to the floor today to 
celebrate the 60th anniversary of our ally, the 
nation of Israel. 

IN RECOGNITION OF ASIAN PA-
CIFIC AMERICAN HERITAGE 
MONTH HONOREES 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 5, 2008 

Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the everyday heroes in Sac-
ramento whose commitment in the areas of 
business, education, and community involve-
ment are unparalleled. The men and women 
being honored this afternoon are dedicated to 
a diverse Sacramento and their tireless efforts 
have made a substantial difference in our 
neighborhoods. As they gather to celebrate 
Asian Pacific American Heritage Month, I ask 
all my colleagues to join me in honoring these 
fine Sacramentans. 

With the month of May being Asian Pacific 
American Heritage month, it is important that 
we take time to honor individual members of 
the Asian Pacific Islander Community who go 
above and beyond in their commitment to 
community service. One such individual is a 
Moses Auwae, a retired Army serviceman. 
Upon his departure from the military, Mr. 
Auwae dedicated himself to improving the 
lives of future generations. Mr. Auwae’s work 
with developmentally disabled children at the 
Laurel Ruff School helped him win the Out-
standing Service to Children and Adults with 
Developmental Disabilities Award in 1991 from 
the Association for Retarded Citizens. Addi-
tionally, Mr. Auwae has been an active com-
munity volunteer, making a difference in many 
lives. 

Over the last few decades, Tom Fujimoto 
has been a diligent advocate for preserving 
the heritage of Japanese Americans. Working 
as the trustee to the Wakamatsu Tea & Silk 
Colony, Mr. Fujimoto has been instrumental in 
safeguarding this historical landmark, one of 
the first Japanese settlements in the United 
States. In addition to his efforts in ensuring 
Japanese American’s proper place in history, 
Mr. Fujimoto has lent his expertise and knowl-
edge to numerous Sacramento groups. He 
has served on the Board of the Sacramento 
Regional Historical Project, the National Japa-
nese American Historical Society, the Tule 
Lake/Linkville Cemetery Project and was 
President of the Sacramento Japanese Amer-
ican Citizens League. Mr. Fujimoto has served 
the community admirably and his efforts have 
made significant strides for the betterment of 
our region. 

Throughout the years, Ms. Aeyon Lee has 
been a leader in the Sacramento community 
helping to promote healthy living to ensure 
that the concerns of the neediest among us 
are heard by policymakers. From her work en-
couraging civic participation to her volun-
teering at the WIND Youth Services, Ms. Lee 
recognizes the importance of giving back to 
the community. Serving on the board for the 
Placer County American Cancer Society and 
currently as the President of the Sacramento 
Korean American Cancer Support Group, Ms. 
Lee has been a fundamental link in connecting 
community organizations with the resources 
they need to succeed. 

Ms. Linda Ng has actively worked to ensure 
the civil rights of all Sacramentans and has 

strived to end discrimination in our neighbor-
hoods. From her work with the Satendar Singh 
Justice Coalition to her appointment by Gov-
ernor Schwarzenegger to the Fair Employment 
and Housing Commission, Ms. Ng has pro-
vided a steady and unwavering voice for every 
ethnicity. As President of the Organization of 
Chinese Americans, Sacramento, Ms. Ng or-
ganized Chinese New Year celebrations and 
the Pacific Rim Street Festival, both which 
have helped raise cultural awareness and en-
couraged community participation. Ms. Ng’s 
leadership also accounted for a very success-
ful OCA National Convention this past summer 
in Sacramento. 

As the only Vietnamese American to attain 
the rank of captain in all law enforcement in 
California, Captain Trang Tro has been an in-
spiration to Asian Pacifc Americans every-
where. As a community leader and member of 
the Sacramento County Sheriff’s Department, 
Captain Tro understands the need to protect 
and serve all of Sacramento’s neighborhoods. 
Working as a public safety liaison, Captain Tro 
has been involved in many worthy endeavors 
such as OCA’s Hate Crime Conference and 
the District Attorney’s Citizens Academy. I 
thank Captain Tro for his efforts to strengthen 
the ties between law enforcement and Sac-
ramento’s diverse neighborhoods. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
these worthy honorees who have worked tire-
lessly and often behind the scenes to ensure 
that Sacramento is a better place to live. As 
we celebrate Asian Pacific American Heritage 
Month, I applaud the spirit embodied by these 
local heroes. On behalf of the people of Sac-
ramento and the Fifth Congressional District of 
California, I ask all my colleagues to join me 
in acknowledging the efforts and important 
role these individuals have played in helping 
Sacramento flourish. 

f 

HONORING DAVID JAMES KING 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 5, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize David James King, a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America, Troop 900, and in earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

David has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years David has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending David James King for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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