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REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF DR. 

THELMA EVELYN GOODRICH- 
HILL, PHD 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 5, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise with 
great sadness as I pay tribute to Dr. Thelma 
Evelyn Goodrich-Hill, an outstanding daughter 
of Harlem who recently passed away at the 
age of 85. As I speak with profound sorrow, I 
ascend to celebrate a life well lived and to re-
member with fondness the accomplishments 
of a remarkable woman who, over her many 
years and under much adversity, was a leader 
in the sphere of business. 

Thelma was born on April 19, 1923, in the 
City of New York. She was one of four daugh-
ters born to James E. Daniel Goodrich. Thel-
ma was a lifelong resident of Harlem and was 
a product of New York City’s public school 
system, graduating from Wadleigh High 
School. She received her professional training 
at the Harlem Academy of Business, City Uni-
versity of New York’s Baruch School of Busi-
ness, and the College of Insurance. 

As a daughter of a real estate entrepreneur, 
Thelma inherited her father’s interest in the 
world of business, becoming one of the first 
women in Harlem to own and operate her own 
brokerage firm, Thelma E. Goodrich Real Es-
tate & Insurance Inc. 

In January 1960, she united with Lawrence 
Dudley Hill in holy matrimony. Their marriage 
was a loving and committed union, lasting 45 
years until his passing in September 2005. 

Over the years, Thelma emerged as a stabi-
lizing force in the Harlem community in addi-
tion to blazing many new trails as a female 
entrepreneur. In 1982, after many years of the 
company’s growth, Thelma E. Goodrich Inc., 
merged with the firm of Ernest E. Johnson In-
surance Inc., forming Goodrich Johnson Bro-
kerage. This company, a full service insurance 
brokerage business, continues to effectively 
handle the needs of businesses and churches 
throughout the State of New York. 

Throughout her busy and involved career, 
Thelma shared her knowledge of the insur-
ance business by serving on corporate boards 
and in corporate leadership positions. In 1988 
she was elected chair of the board of directors 
of the United Mutual Life Insurance Company, 
the first African-American woman to hold that 
position. She was also the first woman to 
serve as president of the Council of Insurance 
Brokers of Greater New York, Inc. 

Thelma was also involved with many dif-
ferent organizations. She was an active mem-
ber of the Iota Phi Lambda Sorority and a life-
long member and past president of the New 
York Club of the National Association of Negro 
Business and Professional Women’s Clubs 
Inc., a former chair of the board of the Greater 
Harlem Real Estate Board, and a founding 
member and past president of the Harlem 
Business Alliance. In April 1986 she was 
elected to the board of trustees at Shaw Uni-
versity in Raleigh, North Carolina, and in 
1998, she was awarded a Doctorate of Hu-
mane Letters by Shaw University. 

Over the years, Thelma was recognized by 
the business and religious communities for her 

professional achievements and volunteer work 
to improve the quality of life for others, includ-
ing the NAACP, United Insurance Brokers of 
Greater New York, Harlem Commonwealth 
Council, Shaw University School of Divinity, 
The YWCA, and most recently, the Council of 
Insurance Brokers of Greater New York, Inc. 

Thelma leaves behind a wealth of family 
and friends to honor her memory. She will be 
greatly missed by her sister, Irene McKenzie; 
2 nephews, 1 niece, and a blessed abundance 
of cousins, friends and colleagues. 

Madam Speaker, rather than mourn her 
passing, I hope that my colleagues will join me 
in celebrating the life of Dr. Thelma Goodrich- 
Hill by remembering that she exemplified 
greatness in every way. 
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HONORING CHERYL PETTY 

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 5, 2008 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, this 
weekend at its State convention, Alpha Delta 
Kappa, an international honorary organization 
of women educators dedicated to educational 
excellence, honored my dear friend Cheryl 
Petty with its Distinguished Teacher Award. I 
ask my colleagues to please join me in ex-
tending sincere congratulations. 

Cheryl is a native of Franklin, Tennessee, 
and has given back to that community by edu-
cating its children—first at Johnson Elemen-
tary for 21 years, and now at Moore Elemen-
tary for the past 18. Cheryl began her teach-
ing career after receiving a bachelor’s degree 
in education from Vanderbilt University. She 
would later add a master’s in education from 
Middle Tennessee State University. 

Not content with her service to the Franklin 
Special School District and raising a family, 
Cheryl has become a cornerstone of our com-
munity through her membership in not only 
Alpha Delta Kappa, but also the Williamson 
County Cultural Arts Commission, Williamson 
County Republican Career Women, the Wom-
en’s Club of Nashville, the Professional Edu-
cators of Tennessee and the Heritage Foun-
dation. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in celebrating the accomplishments of my 
friend Cheryl Petty and congratulating her and 
her family on this wonderful occasion. 

f 

HONORING CHRISTOPHER SAVING 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 5, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Christopher Saving, a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America, Troop 395, and in earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Christopher has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many scout activities. 

Over the many years Christopher has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Christopher Saving for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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TRIBUTE TO DALLAS COMMUNITY 
MOTHERS AND THE LEGACY 
THEY LEAVE BEHIND 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 5, 2008 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to 
eight beloved mothers of the Dallas commu-
nity who passed away this year. These 
women made a lasting impact not only in the 
lives of their own families but in their church-
es, neighborhoods and throughout the Dallas 
community. 

Mrs. Bessie Nash will be remembered as 
the full-fledged ‘‘church mother.’’ She was ac-
tive in driving the church bus, in charge of the 
primary Sunday school and primary choir. 
Children were truly her heart. She devoted her 
life to children not only in her actions but in 
her words by offering her wisdom and guid-
ance to make sure they stayed on the right 
path in life. 

Mrs. Lillie Fuller will be remembered as the 
‘‘neighborhood mother.’’ Known for being kind, 
gentle, and generous, her love extended be-
yond her own children to anyone in need. Her 
heart and door were always open to help oth-
ers. She especially loved children, and her life 
reflected it well. 

Mrs. Ruby Page will be remembered as the 
‘‘feisty mother.’’ As the unofficial neighborhood 
crime watch captain, she kept a watchful eye 
on crime. She also looked out for her guests. 
When anyone visited, her culinary skills not 
only produced food for their body, but the 
warmth and care she prepared it with was 
food for the soul. 

Mrs. Barbara Hogg will be remembered as 
the ‘‘mother whose love traveled across great 
distances.’’ Despite the many miles between 
her and her children, her love went beyond 
borders and boundaries to the hearts of those 
that loved her most. Her compassion for her 
children could not be contained. Her love 
knew no limits. 

Mrs. Ruthie Davis will be remembered as 
the ‘‘mother that held out hope in the midst of 
impossible odds.’’ The love she exhibited ex-
emplified the biblical scripture ‘‘love covereth 
all things.’’ Whether it was her children or any-
one else’s, her motherly eyes saw beyond the 
crust of contrary behavior, to the core of hu-
manity. 

Mrs. China Randle will be remembered as 
the ‘‘gentle-hearted mother.’’ Although gentle, 
her resilience allowed her heartstrings to be 
stretched by those she loved the most, yet still 
return to original shape. Her love never failed. 
Her gentleness was her strength. 

Mrs. Peggy Washington will be remembered 
as the ‘‘mother who forged a path through life 
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