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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 5, 2008 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I regrettably 
missed a number of votes to attend to a family 
emergency. Had I been present for these 
votes I would have voted as follows: 

On rollcall No. 224, Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Agree to H. Res. 1079, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’. 

On rollcall No. 225, Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Agree to H.R. 4332, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

On rollcall No. 226, Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Agree to S. 2739, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

On rollcall No. 227, Ordering the Previous 
Question for H.R. 5522, the Combustible Dust 
Explosion and Fire Prevention Act, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

On rollcall No. 228, Providing for the consid-
eration of H.R. 5522, the Combustible Dust 
Explosion and Fire Prevention Act, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

On rollcall No. 229, Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Agree to the Senate Amendment to 
the SAFETEA–LU Technical Corrections Act, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

On rollcall No. 230, the George Miller of 
California Amendment, I would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall No. 231, the Wilson of South 
Carolina Substitute Amendment, I would have 
voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall No. 238, the Flake Motion to In-
struct Conferees, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall No. 239, to Suspend Rules and 
Agree to Senate Amendments, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

CINCO DE MAYO 

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 5, 2008 

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Cinco de Mayo, a date which is 
celebrated by Americans, Mexicans, and many 
others around the world. 

The victory of the Mexican army over the 
French at the Battle of Puebla on May 5, 
1862, came to represent unity and patriotism 
for the Mexican people, which is now cele-
brated today as Cinco de Mayo. That same 
spirit of unity and patriotism exists in this 
country, and sharing it with as many as pos-
sible is an honorable and notable goal. 

Millions of Hispanic Americans thrive and 
contribute in our country, with over 18 million 
residing in the Western United States, 65 per-
cent of them of Mexican descent. These citi-
zens bring their unique culture to communities 
throughout the United States. This is the epit-
ome of what this Nation is all about—having 
the freedom to come together and celebrate 
so many different cultures. 

On Cinco de Mayo, we reflect on the con-
tributions of the country of Mexico, the battle 

for unity and patriotism, and that our freedom 
to celebrate is not something we can take for 
granted. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 5, 2008 

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, I was not 
present on April 30, 2008. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on the following roll-
call votes: rollcall 227, rollcall 228, rollcall 229, 
rollcall 230, rollcall 233. 

I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on the following: 
rollcall 232. 

f 

HONORING JENNIFER AND JAMES 
GRIFFIN ON THE OCCASION OF 
THEIR MARRIAGE 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 5, 2008 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor two of 
my constituents who were married Saturday, 
March 8, 2008. Jennifer Lewis Fowlkes and 
James Sean Griffin celebrated their commit-
ment to each other at a wedding ceremony 
held at the Griffin home in Land O’Lakes, Flor-
ida. A couple firmly dedicated to the Pasco 
County region, Jennifer works for Verizon and 
James is an entrepreneur. 

As George Eliot once said, ‘‘What greater 
thing is there for two human souls than to feel 
that they are joined together to strengthen 
each other in all labour, to minister to each 
other in all sorrow, to share with each other in 
all gladness, to be one with each other in the 
silent unspoken memories?’’ Having known 
the Griffin family for many years, Jennifer and 
James will have a lifetime of wedded joy 
ahead of them. I can only hope that their mar-
riage is as long-lasting and full of love as that 
of James’ parents, Danielle and Jeff Griffin. 

Madam Speaker, we should all be jealous of 
newlyweds like Jennifer and James. Their life-
long journey began with the first step of a 
marriage ceremony, and they have yet to see 
the ups and downs and joys and sorrows that 
come with every union of man and woman. 
Their commitment to each other is one to be 
celebrated and commended and one in which 
I offer my congratulations and wish them well 
as they begin their new life together. 

f 

HONORING RYAN HOPKIN AND 
JAMES ETIER 

HON. BARBARA CUBIN 
OF WYOMING 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 5, 2008 

Mrs. CUBIN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Ryan Hopkin and James 
Etier, Wyoming’s State Honorees for the Pru-

dential Spirit of Community Awards. These 
students were selected in a highly competitive, 
nationwide program, recognizing their out-
standing acts of volunteerism. 

Ryan Hopkin, a senior at Powell High 
School, installed crosswalk flags for younger 
children at dangerous intersections around the 
town’s elementary schools. This innovative 
idea placed canisters on either side of the 
street, with cans provided for picking up and 
depositing the flag after use. That way, each 
student has a neon orange flag to carry, alert-
ing drivers of their presence, and increasing 
their safety on the trip to school. 

James Etier, an eighth-grader at Rock 
Springs East Junior High School, did a variety 
of volunteer activities at an after-school pro-
gram. He helped out at the Humane Society 
shelter, worked at an elementary school with 
young children, and volunteered with the Sal-
vation Army. James also assisted a group of 
senior citizens with yard work, in addition to 
visiting the local nursing home to meet resi-
dents. 

Volunteerism is a community activity that is 
important to instill in our youth and these two 
individuals embody the spirit of service. I ap-
plaud them for their hard work and dedication 
to helping others. I hope they serve as role 
models for their fellow students, leading by ex-
ample. 

In addition, I would like to recognize Wyo-
ming’s Distinguished Finalists, Elizabeth Whet-
stone of Cheyenne, Wyoming, and Walter Wil-
son of Albin, Wyoming, for their commendable 
efforts. 

f 

A CELEBRATION OF LIFE: RAY-
BURN ‘‘RAY’’ KNABE PASSES AT 
AGE 90 

HON. JANE HARMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 5, 2008 

Ms. HARMAN. Madam Speaker, death pulls 
hard at our heartstrings, whether it comes 
after a long, full life or one cut tragically short. 
Rayburn ‘‘Ray’’ Knabe lived a life mature in 
length and rich in contribution. 

Ray Knabe embodied the values and ambi-
tion of his generation, commonly referred to as 
the greatest in our Nation’s history. His hard 
work, military service, and the large, loving 
family that survives him are testaments to a 
remarkable life. 

Born and raised in Mackinaw, Illinois, with 
his five siblings, Ray married Lucille Hermann. 
The couple lived in Illinois, California, and fi-
nally Idaho, and produced three children—one 
of whom, Don, is a dear friend and Los Ange-
les County supervisor. The couple celebrated 
their 67th anniversary in November. 

Ray served admirably in the United States 
Navy during World War II. 

Ray had a knack for precise craftsmanship, 
a skill he honed during his career which began 
at the J.I. Case Tractor Company in Illinois 
through his tenure at Western Gear Corpora-
tion in Southern California, where he ultimately 
retired. Ray was a registered professional en-
gineer, mason, and member of the American 
Society of Manufacturing Engineers. 
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In his later years, Ray finally decided to 

relax, and dedicated more time to golf, travel, 
and the occasional trip to the casino with Lu-
cille. Sunday mornings in Idaho were spent at 
the Eagle Christian Church, where the pews 
now feel a little emptier. 

My heart goes out to Lucille, Don, and the 
rest of Ray’s wonderful family. 

f 

SUNSET MEMORIAL 

HON. TRENT FRANKS 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 5, 2008 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker, I 
stand once again before this House with yet 
another Sunset Memorial. 

It is May 5, 2008, in the land of the free and 
the home of the brave, and before the sun set 
today in America, almost 4,000 more defense-
less unborn children were killed by abortion on 
demand. That’s just today, Madam Speaker. 
That’s more than the number of innocent lives 
lost on September 11 in this country, only it 
happens every day. 

It has now been exactly 12,887 days since 
the tragedy called Roe v. Wade was first 
handed down. Since then, the very foundation 
of this Nation has been stained by the blood 
of almost 50 million of its own children. Some 
of them, Madam Speaker, died and screamed 
as they did so, but because it was amniotic 
fluid passing over the vocal cords instead of 
air, no one could hear them. 

And all of them had at least four things in 
common. First, they were each just little ba-
bies who had done nothing wrong to anyone, 
and each one of them died a nameless and 
lonely death. And each one of their mothers, 
whether she realizes it or not, will never be 
quite the same. And all the gifts that these 
children might have brought to humanity are 
now lost forever. Yet even in the glare of such 
tragedy, this generation still clings to a blind, 
invincible ignorance while history repeats itself 
and our own silent genocide mercilessly anni-
hilates the most helpless of all victims, those 
yet unborn. 

Madam Speaker, perhaps it’s time for those 
of us in this Chamber to remind ourselves of 
why we are really all here. Thomas Jefferson 
said, ‘‘The care of human life and its happi-
ness and not its destruction is the chief and 
only object of good government.’’ The phrase 
in the 14th Amendment encapsules our entire 
Constitution; it says, ‘‘No State shall deprive 
any person of life, liberty or property without 
due process of law.’’ Madam Speaker, pro-
tecting the lives of our innocent citizens and 
their constitutional rights is why we are all 
here. 

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is 
the clarion declaration of the self-evident truth 
that all human beings are created equal and 
endowed by their Creator with the unalienable 
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Every conflict and battle our Nation has 
ever faced can be traced to our commitment 
to this core, self-evident truth. 

It has made us the beacon of hope for the 
entire world. Madam Speaker, it is who we 
are. 

And yet today another day has passed, and 
we in this body have failed again to honor that 
foundational commitment. We have failed our 
sworn oath and our God-given responsibility 
as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 more inno-
cent American babies who died today without 
the protection we should have given them. 

Madam Speaker, let me conclude in the 
hope that perhaps someone new who heard 
this Sunset Memorial tonight will finally em-
brace the truth that abortion really does kill lit-
tle babies; that it hurts mothers in ways that 
we can never express; and that 12,887 days 
spent killing nearly 50 million unborn children 
in America is enough; and that the America 
that rejected human slavery and marched into 
Europe to arrest the Nazi Holocaust is still 
courageous and compassionate enough to 
find a better way for mothers and their unborn 
babies than abortion on demand. 

So tonight, Madam Speaker, may we each 
remind ourselves that our own days in this 
sunshine of life are also numbered and that all 
too soon each one of us will walk from these 
Chambers for the very last time. 

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come, 
may that be the day when we finally hear the 
cries of innocent unborn children. May that be 
the day when we find the humanity, the cour-
age, and the will to embrace together our 
human and our constitutional duty to protect 
these, the least of our tiny, little American 
brothers and sisters from this murderous 
scourge upon our Nation called abortion on 
demand. 

It is May 5, 2008, 12,887 days since Roe 
versus Wade first stained the foundation of 
this Nation with the blood of its own children, 
this in the land of the free and the home of the 
brave. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY, 
JR., TO INTELLECTUAL AND 
PHILOSOPHICAL DISCOURSE 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 5, 2008 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, last month 
the Senate of Alabama including Alabama 
Senators Pittman, French, Griffith, Brooks, 
Marsh, Glover, Butler, Waggoner, Bedford, 
Mitchem, Barron, Bishop, Lindsey, Benefield, 
McClain, Preuitt, Orr, and Mitchell, passed a 
resolution recognizing the contributions of Wil-
liam F. Buckley, Jr., to intellectual and philo-
sophical discourse. 

Today, I rise to ask that this resolution be 
entered into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD in its 
entirety: 

Whereas, the death of William F. Buckley, 
Jr., on February 27, 2008, brings to a close a 
public career of enormous productivity and 
significance in the United States and around 
the world; and 

Whereas, educated by private tutors in 
Connecticut, in European Catholic schools, 
and at Yale University, he was an intellec-
tual giant with an intimidating vocabulary, 
finely tuned debating skills, and a fearless 
pen; he was at the forefront of the coales-

cence of a conservative movement in the 
1960s, introducing a rhetoric still relevant 
today; and 

Whereas, Mr. Buckley founded a magazine, 
the National Review; wrote some 55 books, 
both fiction and nonfiction; authored edi-
torials published around the country and 
abroad; entered into debate on the public 
stage; and hosted Firing Line, a long-run-
ning television interview and debate pro-
gram; and 

Whereas, as chief spokesman for a conserv-
ative philosophy which found favor with 
such political figures as presidential can-
didate Barry Goldwater and then-California 
Governor Ronald Reagan, Mr. Buckley road 
the wave of public support to prominence at 
home and around the globe, luring converts 
in his wake; and 

Whereas, described by his son, the novelist 
Christopher Buckley, as not leaving any 
stone unturned, Mr. Buckley also directed 
his attention to religion where he applied his 
conservative mind-set to the tenets of Angli-
can and Roman Catholicism, writing expo-
sitions in defense of a traditionalistic the-
ology; and 

Whereas, rarely does an individual of the 
modern era succeed in being heralded as a 
philosopher of immense influence in his life-
time; Mr. Buckley’s prolific work will con-
tinue to bear scrutiny as western thought 
evolves; now therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate of the Legislature of 
Alabama, that we recognize and applaud the 
contributions of William F. Buckley, Jr. to 
the intellectual and philosophical discourse 
of the twentieth century, and we offer this 
resolution in tribute to an accomplished and 
distinguished American. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TEACHER 
APPRECIATION WEEK 

HON. BILL SALI 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 5, 2008 

Mr. SALI. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of National Teacher Appreciation 
Week, May 4–10, 2008. 

This week we take a moment to thank edu-
cators who are committed to enriching the 
lives of the children they teach. 

I want to thank the teachers in Idaho dedi-
cated to paving the road for the next genera-
tion’s success. Educators have a unique op-
portunity to play a vital role in the lives of 
Idaho students and provide a powerful role 
model through their patience, dedication and 
knowledge. 

Several teachers from my youth left a last-
ing impression that has shaped who I am 
today. I want to express my gratitude to those 
teachers who taught me lifelong lessons. I am 
in debt to them for their wisdom and vision. 

Benjamin Franklin once said, ‘‘Genius with-
out education is like silver in the mine.’’ I’m 
confident in the ability of Idaho educators to 
cultivate the minds of our youth and inspire 
them to greatness. 

Idaho teachers face a unique challenge in 
that the Gem State includes 63 percent Feder-
ally administered land and this has left many 
of our counties and schools without an ade-
quate tax base. In light of this, I will continue 
to dedicate my time in Congress to ensure 
Idaho’s rural counties get a fair shake and the 
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