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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 5, 2008 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I regrettably 
missed a number of votes to attend to a family 
emergency. Had I been present for these 
votes I would have voted as follows: 

On rollcall No. 224, Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Agree to H. Res. 1079, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’. 

On rollcall No. 225, Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Agree to H.R. 4332, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

On rollcall No. 226, Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Agree to S. 2739, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

On rollcall No. 227, Ordering the Previous 
Question for H.R. 5522, the Combustible Dust 
Explosion and Fire Prevention Act, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

On rollcall No. 228, Providing for the consid-
eration of H.R. 5522, the Combustible Dust 
Explosion and Fire Prevention Act, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

On rollcall No. 229, Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Agree to the Senate Amendment to 
the SAFETEA–LU Technical Corrections Act, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

On rollcall No. 230, the George Miller of 
California Amendment, I would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall No. 231, the Wilson of South 
Carolina Substitute Amendment, I would have 
voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall No. 238, the Flake Motion to In-
struct Conferees, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall No. 239, to Suspend Rules and 
Agree to Senate Amendments, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

CINCO DE MAYO 

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 5, 2008 

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Cinco de Mayo, a date which is 
celebrated by Americans, Mexicans, and many 
others around the world. 

The victory of the Mexican army over the 
French at the Battle of Puebla on May 5, 
1862, came to represent unity and patriotism 
for the Mexican people, which is now cele-
brated today as Cinco de Mayo. That same 
spirit of unity and patriotism exists in this 
country, and sharing it with as many as pos-
sible is an honorable and notable goal. 

Millions of Hispanic Americans thrive and 
contribute in our country, with over 18 million 
residing in the Western United States, 65 per-
cent of them of Mexican descent. These citi-
zens bring their unique culture to communities 
throughout the United States. This is the epit-
ome of what this Nation is all about—having 
the freedom to come together and celebrate 
so many different cultures. 

On Cinco de Mayo, we reflect on the con-
tributions of the country of Mexico, the battle 

for unity and patriotism, and that our freedom 
to celebrate is not something we can take for 
granted. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 5, 2008 

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, I was not 
present on April 30, 2008. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on the following roll-
call votes: rollcall 227, rollcall 228, rollcall 229, 
rollcall 230, rollcall 233. 

I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on the following: 
rollcall 232. 
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HONORING JENNIFER AND JAMES 
GRIFFIN ON THE OCCASION OF 
THEIR MARRIAGE 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 5, 2008 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor two of 
my constituents who were married Saturday, 
March 8, 2008. Jennifer Lewis Fowlkes and 
James Sean Griffin celebrated their commit-
ment to each other at a wedding ceremony 
held at the Griffin home in Land O’Lakes, Flor-
ida. A couple firmly dedicated to the Pasco 
County region, Jennifer works for Verizon and 
James is an entrepreneur. 

As George Eliot once said, ‘‘What greater 
thing is there for two human souls than to feel 
that they are joined together to strengthen 
each other in all labour, to minister to each 
other in all sorrow, to share with each other in 
all gladness, to be one with each other in the 
silent unspoken memories?’’ Having known 
the Griffin family for many years, Jennifer and 
James will have a lifetime of wedded joy 
ahead of them. I can only hope that their mar-
riage is as long-lasting and full of love as that 
of James’ parents, Danielle and Jeff Griffin. 

Madam Speaker, we should all be jealous of 
newlyweds like Jennifer and James. Their life-
long journey began with the first step of a 
marriage ceremony, and they have yet to see 
the ups and downs and joys and sorrows that 
come with every union of man and woman. 
Their commitment to each other is one to be 
celebrated and commended and one in which 
I offer my congratulations and wish them well 
as they begin their new life together. 

f 

HONORING RYAN HOPKIN AND 
JAMES ETIER 

HON. BARBARA CUBIN 
OF WYOMING 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 5, 2008 

Mrs. CUBIN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Ryan Hopkin and James 
Etier, Wyoming’s State Honorees for the Pru-

dential Spirit of Community Awards. These 
students were selected in a highly competitive, 
nationwide program, recognizing their out-
standing acts of volunteerism. 

Ryan Hopkin, a senior at Powell High 
School, installed crosswalk flags for younger 
children at dangerous intersections around the 
town’s elementary schools. This innovative 
idea placed canisters on either side of the 
street, with cans provided for picking up and 
depositing the flag after use. That way, each 
student has a neon orange flag to carry, alert-
ing drivers of their presence, and increasing 
their safety on the trip to school. 

James Etier, an eighth-grader at Rock 
Springs East Junior High School, did a variety 
of volunteer activities at an after-school pro-
gram. He helped out at the Humane Society 
shelter, worked at an elementary school with 
young children, and volunteered with the Sal-
vation Army. James also assisted a group of 
senior citizens with yard work, in addition to 
visiting the local nursing home to meet resi-
dents. 

Volunteerism is a community activity that is 
important to instill in our youth and these two 
individuals embody the spirit of service. I ap-
plaud them for their hard work and dedication 
to helping others. I hope they serve as role 
models for their fellow students, leading by ex-
ample. 

In addition, I would like to recognize Wyo-
ming’s Distinguished Finalists, Elizabeth Whet-
stone of Cheyenne, Wyoming, and Walter Wil-
son of Albin, Wyoming, for their commendable 
efforts. 

f 

A CELEBRATION OF LIFE: RAY-
BURN ‘‘RAY’’ KNABE PASSES AT 
AGE 90 

HON. JANE HARMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 5, 2008 

Ms. HARMAN. Madam Speaker, death pulls 
hard at our heartstrings, whether it comes 
after a long, full life or one cut tragically short. 
Rayburn ‘‘Ray’’ Knabe lived a life mature in 
length and rich in contribution. 

Ray Knabe embodied the values and ambi-
tion of his generation, commonly referred to as 
the greatest in our Nation’s history. His hard 
work, military service, and the large, loving 
family that survives him are testaments to a 
remarkable life. 

Born and raised in Mackinaw, Illinois, with 
his five siblings, Ray married Lucille Hermann. 
The couple lived in Illinois, California, and fi-
nally Idaho, and produced three children—one 
of whom, Don, is a dear friend and Los Ange-
les County supervisor. The couple celebrated 
their 67th anniversary in November. 

Ray served admirably in the United States 
Navy during World War II. 

Ray had a knack for precise craftsmanship, 
a skill he honed during his career which began 
at the J.I. Case Tractor Company in Illinois 
through his tenure at Western Gear Corpora-
tion in Southern California, where he ultimately 
retired. Ray was a registered professional en-
gineer, mason, and member of the American 
Society of Manufacturing Engineers. 
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