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SENATE—Tuesday, May 6, 2008 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable JON 
TESTER, a Senator from the State of 
Montana. 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Lord, our God, You have called us to 

represent You. May our lives bring 
honor and glory to your holy Name. 
Strengthen our lawmakers with Your 
spirit’s power. Empower and guide 
them to serve You by serving the lost, 
the lonely and the least. Be in their 
minds and understanding. Be also in 
their mouths and their speaking. 

Fill them with Your truth and give 
them sufficient abilities to deal with 
the changing issues they face. Lord, 
show them the doors of opportunity 
through which You would have them 
pass. And, Lord, we ask that You would 
be with the cyclone victims of 
Myanmar. We pray in Your wonderful 
Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Honorable JON TESTER led the 

Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, May 6, 2008. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable JON TESTER, a Sen-
ator from the State of Montana, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. TESTER thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING 
MAJORITY LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Washington 
State is recognized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, today 

there will be a period of morning busi-

ness for up to 1 hour, with the time 
equally divided and controlled between 
the two leaders or their designees. The 
Republicans will control the first half, 
the majority will control the final half. 

After morning business, the Senate 
will resume consideration of H.R. 2881, 
a bill to reauthorize the Federal Avia-
tion Administration. At 2:30 p.m., there 
will be a rollcall vote on the motion to 
invoke cloture on the substitute 
amendment. 

As a reminder, the filing deadline for 
second-degree amendments on the FAA 
bill is 1:30 p.m. today. If cloture is not 
invoked on the substitute, we expect to 
vitiate the cloture vote on the under-
lying bill and immediately proceed to a 
cloture vote on the motion to proceed 
to S. 2284, a bill to restore the financial 
solvency of the national flood insur-
ance fund. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S. 2972 and S. 2973 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I un-
derstand that there are two bills at the 
desk for a second reading. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the titles of 
the bills for a second time. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 2972) to reauthorize and mod-

ernize the Federal Aviation Administration. 
A bill (S. 2973) to promote the energy secu-

rity of the United States and for other pur-
poses. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ob-
ject to any further proceedings with re-
spect to these bills en bloc. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection having been heard, the 
bills will be placed on the calendar. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

FAA MODERNIZATION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, the 
underlying FAA bill that came out of 
the Commerce Committee had wide bi-
partisan support. The provisions that 
came out of the Finance Committee 
that are directly related to aviation fi-
nancing have wide bipartisan support. 

This bill was on a fast track to pas-
sage and to improving airline safety in 
our country. Unfortunately, our friends 
across the aisle bogged it down with 
extraneous provisions that do nothing 
to improve airline safety and that do 
not belong on this bill. 

And then, to prevent any changes to 
those provisions, they used a procedure 
that used to be rare to block amend-
ments and improvements to the bill. So 
rather than quickly passing an airline 
safety bill that has broad bipartisan 
support, our friends on the other side 
have decided it is more important to 
fight for a few pet projects. 

Rather than quickly finish the bill 
and move on to gas prices, they have 
decided to dig in and fight for a few 
extra provisions for a few extra Sen-
ators. The right choice is clear: We 
should quickly pass the bipartisan 
aviation-related portions of the FAA 
bill and move on to legislation that ad-
dresses the high price Americans are 
paying at the pump. 

Republicans put forward an energy 
proposal, a plan that gets at the root of 
the problem rather than at increased 
dependence on OPEC. The Republican 
plan would increase the supply of 
American energy and bolster American 
jobs while lowering our dependence on 
foreign oil. 

Meanwhile, Democratic suggestions 
for addressing high gas prices ranged 
from driving slower to more frequent 
oil changes. This is a debate we are 
eager to have. One wonders if the rea-
son our friends are stalling on the FAA 
bill is that they are worried about ex-
posing the fact that they have no plan 
for gas prices. 

But Americans who are paying close 
to $4 a gallon for gasoline do not par-
ticularly care which party comes up 
with the idea; they would like some ac-
tion. 

f 

CYCLONE DEATHS IN BURMA 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, my 
prayers go out to the families of those 
killed in Burma in this past weekend’s 
natural disaster. Initial estimates re-
ported the cyclone killed more than 
22,000 people and tens of thousands 
more are missing. 

Yesterday, First Lady Laura Bush 
announced that the United States is 
prepared to provide assistance and sup-
plies to Burma, but at this time the 
Government has not accepted our offer. 

I urge the Burmese Government to 
move quickly and accept the offer of 
the American people and act in the 
best interests of the population. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL 
FOR AUNG SAN SUU KYI 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
had a chance earlier this morning to 
attend the signing ceremony for legis-
lation to award Aung San Suu Kyi the 
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