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Scranton Central Deanery of the Dio-
cese of Scranton; member of the Penn-
sylvania State Ethics Commission; di-
ocesan moderator of the Bishop’s An-
nual Appeal for the 1998, 1999 and 2000 
campaigns; member of both the Dioce-
san College of Consultors and the Di-
ocesan Presbyteral Council; chairman 
of the Diocesan Communications Com-
mission; member of the Board of Trust-
ees of the University of Scranton; and 
personal representative of the Bishop 
of Scranton to the Pennsylvania 
Catholic Conference, a statewide body 
that addresses and advances public pol-
icy issues on behalf of the Pennsyl-
vania Bishops. 

Monsignor Quinn has been a key con-
tributor to the community in a wide 
variety of capacities, and has been hon-
ored with numerous awards. The fol-
lowing are just a sampling: the B’nai 
B’rith Americanism Award; the Scran-
ton Preparatory School Outstanding 
Alumnus of the Year as well as its 
most significant honor, The Ignatian 
Award; a Marywood University Presi-
dential Scholarship in his honor; and 
the Lackawanna Bar Association’s 
President’s Award as well its highest 
award, the Chief Justice Michael J. 
Eagan Award. The University of Scran-
ton honored Monsignor Quinn with its 
O’Hara Award in recognition of his 
community service, and in the fall of 
2004, the Monsignor’s nearly 30 years of 
service by naming a Presidential schol-
arship in his honor. In 2005, Scranton’s 
Central City Ministerium named Mon-
signor Quinn its Clergyman of the 
Year. 

These are only a few of Monsignor 
Quinn’s many awards and accomplish-
ments. He should be proud of these 
commendations but I have no doubt 
that his tremendous joy in serving God 
through service to his brothers and sis-
ters in Christ, each and every day is 
what continues to inspire him. Mon-
signor Quinn is a truly beloved servant 
of the Church and its people. It is 
heartening to me, both personally and 
as a Member of the Senate, to listen to 
today’s blessing by Monsignor Quinn 
and to welcome his vision of God’s 
grace for our world into this Chamber. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING BRIDGER HIGH 
SCHOOL 

∑ Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I wish 
to give special recognition to the 
music department of Bridger High 
School for putting together an award- 
winning music education program. By 
demonstrating outstanding commit-
ment to music education, Bridger High 
School won this year’s GRAMMY® Sig-
nature School Award. This distinction 
is a national honor and a cause for 
celebration for the town of Bridger in 
my home State of Montana. 

Music plays an integral part in our 
daily lives. It helps to define who we 
are as individuals and as a nation. 
Through music we celebrate, we laugh, 
we grieve and we heal. An old song, 
like an old friend, helps to recall feel-
ings and memories lost in time. 

The power of music is undeniable. 
Music education, therefore, is a sound 
investment. It teaches discipline and 
provides an avenue to express deep and 
powerful emotions. It enhances a stu-
dent’s performance in other subject 
areas. It makes a fundamental dif-
ference in the quality of life. 

It makes an even bigger difference in 
the lives of students from economically 
underserved school districts. Bridger is 
a small town with a population less 
than 1,000. Under the watchful guid-
ance of their music director Michel 
Sticka and principal John Ballard, the 
28 music students from Bridger High 
strived to distinguish themselves and 
their school. They have succeeded. And 
so, they deserve our respect and admi-
ration. 

Being selected as a GRAMMY® Sig-
nature School is no small task. Bridger 
High School competed against 20,000 
other public schools across the Nation 
to capture the distinction. In addition, 
the students at Bridger High went on 
to win the GRAMMY® Signature 
Schools Enterprise Award. The award 
recognizes three schools across the 
country for their efforts towards 
achieving music excellence. This na-
tional honor comes with a grant of 
$5,000 designed to benefit Bridger 
High’s music program. 

Because of a strong music education, 
for the students of Bridger High, the 
greatest reward comes from the life-
long benefit of being able to lead richer 
and fuller lives. 

I couldn’t be more proud of the stu-
dents and faculty members at Bridger 
High School. They have gone above and 
beyond to put Bridger, MT, on the map, 
setting the standard for all Montana 
schools. I join my fellow Montanans in 
a chorus of praise for these 28 bright 
students on their extraordinary 
achievements: Benton D. Asbury, 
Katryna N. Asbury, Samantha J. 
Bobby, Jonathan E. Bostwick, Devon 
B. Caballero, Jenny M. Cooke, Jessica 
Denney, Karissa J. DeRudder, Sommer 
D. Dykstra, Rebekah Edelman, Hayden 
D. Forsythe, Hannah Goetz, Jacey K. 
Griswold, Elliott G. McCarthy, Forrest 
C. McCarthy, Kimberly M. McClurg, 
Heidi R. Mudd, Wendi N. Mudd, Tara R. 
Murray, Lenore K. Pierson, Cole D. 
Schwend, Edward Stevenson, Andrea D. 
Sticka, Bailee M. Vaugh, Ryan J. Witt, 
Kyla M. Young, Tyler D. Young, Brit-
tany N. Zentner.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO LOUISIANA WWII 
VETERANS 

∑ Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I am 
proud to honor a group of 97 World War 

II veterans from Louisiana who are 
traveling to Washington, DC, this 
weekend to visit the various memorials 
and monuments that recognize the sac-
rifices of our Nation’s invaluable 
servicemembers. 

Louisiana HonorAir, a group based in 
Lafayette, LA, is sponsoring this Sat-
urday’s trip to the Nation’s Capital. 
The organization is honoring each sur-
viving World War II Louisiana veteran 
by giving them an opportunity to see 
the memorials dedicated to their serv-
ice. On this trip, the veterans will visit 
the World War II, Korea, Vietnam and 
Iwo Jima memorials. They will also 
travel to Arlington National Cemetery 
to lay a wreath on the Tomb of the Un-
knowns. 

This is the ninth flight Louisiana 
HonorAir will make to Washington, 
DC. 

World War II was one of America’s 
greatest triumphs, but was also a con-
flict rife with individual sacrifice and 
tragedy. More than 60 million people 
worldwide were killed, including 40 
million civilians, and more than 400,000 
American service members were slain 
during the long war. The ultimate vic-
tory over enemies in the Pacific and in 
Europe is a testament to the valor of 
American soldiers, sailors, airmen and 
marines. The years 1941 to 1945 also 
witnessed an unprecedented mobiliza-
tion of domestic industry, which sup-
plied our military on two distant 
fronts. 

In Louisiana, there remain today 
more than 40,000 living WWII veterans, 
and each one has a heroic tale of 
achieving the noble victory of freedom 
over tyranny. The oldest in this Honor- 
Air group was born in 1913. They began 
their service as early as 1938, before the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor, and some 
members of this group served as late as 
1979. They served in various branches 
of the military—34 members in the 
Army; 14 in the Army Air Corps; 37 in 
the Navy; 8 in the Marines; 1 in the 
USO; and 3 in the U.S. Coast Guard. 

Our heroes served across the globe, 
participating in major invasions such 
as those at Iwo Jima, Okinawa, Gua-
dalcanal, Leyte, the Phillippines, and 
southern France. One was a prisoner of 
war in Italy, another served under Gen-
eral Patton, and one flew 35 bombing 
missions over Europe. 

Many of these veterans earned Purple 
Hearts, Bronze Star Medals, Air Medals 
and Navy Crosses. 

I ask the Senate to join me in hon-
oring these 97 veterans, all Louisiana 
heroes, that we welcome to Washington 
this weekend and Louisiana HonorAir 
for making these trips a reality.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING TINA FLETCHER 

∑ Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, I wish 
to recognize the work of an out-
standing young woman who has served 
Arkansas and our Nation this spring as 
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an intern in my office, Tina L. Fletcher 
of Plumerville, AK. 

Last month, Tina, a senior at the 
University of Arkansas, was named the 
2008 recipient of the Henry Woods Stu-
dent Leadership Award, which recog-
nizes one outstanding student leader 
and his or her contributions to the Uni-
versity of Arkansas campus commu-
nity. She is the ninth recipient of the 
Woods award and will receive a $750 
scholarship. 

Friends and associates of Henry 
Woods created this award to honor his 
25 years of service in the Washington, 
DC, area. While in Washington, Woods 
worked for U.S. Representative Bill Al-
exander and U.S. Senators David Pryor 
and Dale Bumpers. I was also fortunate 
enough to have Henry work in my 
Washington office for a short time and 
lend his years of experience to my 
staff. Prior to his professional service 
with in Congress, Henry was active in 
numerous campus organizations and 
served for 2 years as editor of the Ra-
zorback yearbook while attending the 
University of Arkansas. 

In addition to winning the Henry 
Woods award, Tina is a Silas H. Hunt 
distinguished scholar and member of 
the Political Science Honor Society, Pi 
Sigma Alpha. She is a graduating sen-
ior in the J. William Fulbright College 
of Arts and Sciences completing a com-
bined major in political science and Af-
rican-American studies. 

In addition to serving as the former 
secretary of Pi Sigma Alpha, Tina also 
served as the 2007 president of the 
Kappa Iota Chapter of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Inc., the 2007 vice- 
president of the Black Students Asso-
ciation, and is the founder and first 
President of S.A.S.S.: Students Advo-
cating Stronger Sisterhood. Tina is an 
active member of the Connections 
Mentoring Program, Order of Omega, 
and Tri-Council. 

In November 2007, Tina was selected 
as one of 10 students to serve as a Con-
gressional Black Caucus/Wal-Mart 
Emerging Leaders intern. She was 
among the first group of students to re-
ceive the Silas H. Hunt distinguished 
scholarship. Tina has also received 
many additional honors and awards 
since arriving at the University of Ar-
kansas as a freshman in 2004 including 
being named the NAACP’s University 
of Arkansas Legend. 

Recently admitted into Harvard Uni-
versity, Tina will pursue her masters of 
education degree in political philos-
ophy/political science and history dur-
ing the upcoming school year. After re-
ceiving her master’s degree, Tina plans 
to teach high school within the Delta 
region’s urban and impoverished school 
districts. 

Mr. President, it goes without saying 
that the future looks bright for Tina 
Fletcher. While we will certainly miss 
her, we wish her the best in all her fu-
ture endeavors.∑ 

REMEMBERING LEW WILLIAMS, 
JR. 

∑ Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, 
today I wish to talk about one of Alas-
ka’s greatest newspaper publishers and 
newsmen. Lew Williams, Jr. was a fix-
ture in Ketchikan, AK, one of the 
State’s largest cities as I was growing 
up in nearby Wrangell. Lew unfortu-
nately passed away at age 83 this past 
Saturday, leaving a hole in the fabric 
of Alaska journalism that may never 
be fully patched. 

Mr. Williams was a successful pub-
lisher, no simple accomplishment when 
publishing newspapers in relatively 
small Alaska towns is expensive, news-
print had to come by barge from thou-
sands of miles away, and advertisers 
and readers were sometimes far too 
scarce. But he never scrimped on his 
product and was fearless in writing 
strong, clear and always factually ac-
curate and well reasoned editorials. 

Lew was a champion in supporting 
statehood for Alaska back in the mid- 
1950s. Along with Robert Atwood, the 
former publisher of the Anchorage 
Times, and C.J. Snedden, the long-time 
publisher of the Fairbanks News Miner, 
Mr. Williams was one of the three pio-
neer publishers and editors in Alaska 
who did more to establish modern Alas-
ka than most community leaders and 
politicians. Avoiding the trend to sell 
his publication to outside chains, his 
daughter Tena remains as publisher of 
the newspaper today. 

He also was a leading light in im-
proving journalism in Alaska, being 
the founder in 1965, just 6 years after 
Statehood, of the Alaska Newspaper 
Publishers’ Association, the forerunner 
to today’s Alaska Newspaper Associa-
tion. He served as president of each or-
ganization and later as director of the 
regional Allied Daily Newspaper Asso-
ciation. 

Mr. Williams was born in Spokane, 
WA, in November 1924, the son of two 
reporters, Lew M. Williams, Sr., and 
Winfred—Dow—Williams, who worked 
for newspapers in Tacoma, WA. The 
Williams family moved to Juneau in 
1935, where his father worked for the 
Juneau Empire. In 1939 Lew Williams, 
Sr., purchased the Wrangell Sentinel, 
starting a history of newspaper pub-
lishing in Alaska which continues to 
this day. 

After serving as a sergeant in the 
paratroopers in World War II, Lew Jr. 
ran the Wrangell Sentinel for the fam-
ily. He married Dorothy M. Baum in 
July 1954. The couple bought the Pe-
tersburg Press and acquired the 
Wrangell Sentinel from Mr. Williams’ 
parents when they retired. They later 
sold the two newspapers and bought 
the Daily Sitka Sentinel—Sitka being 
the site of Alaska’s first pulp mill 
started after WW II—and also bought 
an interest in the Ketchikan Daily 
News. 

Ketchikan, a sawmill town in the 
heart of the Tongass National Forest, 

later saw its own pulp mill develop. 
The Williams sold the Sitka paper to 
concentrate on the Ketchikan paper. 
But Lew was quick to help reestablish 
small papers in both Petersburg and 
Wrangell. 

Like many newspaper publishers, 
Lew Jr. was active in his community. 
He served on the Wrangell School 
Board, as mayor of Petersburg, and on 
numerous State boards including the 
Alaska Judicial Council, on the Board 
of Regents of the University of Alaska 
and as a member of the Board of Gov-
ernors of the Alaska Bar Association. 
He served on the State boards under 
every State Governor, Democratic or 
Republican, through his retirement in 
1999. He also served as the first sec-
retary of the Petersburg Fish and 
Game Advisory Board just after state-
hood, helping to foster the State’s 
strong fisheries ethics that helped 
salmon to recover from the catch disas-
ters of the 1950s to the all-time records 
for salmon harvest currently being pro-
duced in Alaska. 

Besides government positions, Mr. 
Williams was a lifetime member of the 
Petersburg Elks Lodge 1615, the Amer-
ican Legion, the Pioneers of Alaska, a 
past president of Rotary, and for 29 
years was an adult leader in the Boy 
Scout program. He also was active in 
the Democratic Party and was awarded 
an honorary doctorate of humanities 
by the University of Alaska Southeast. 
He also was the founder of the regional 
Southeast Conference and was named 
Citizen of the Year by both the Alaska 
State Chamber of Commerce and the 
Greater Ketchikan Chamber of Com-
merce in the early 1980s. He won state-
wide recognition as the Alaskan of the 
Year in 1991. 

But this speech is not meant as an 
obituary, but as a way for me to state 
my deepest appreciation for a man who 
epitomized Alaska during the past 70 
years. He was a man who loved the 
beauty of Alaska, enjoying hunting and 
fishing on the nearby Stikine River. He 
also pushed for the development of 
Alaska from its timber industry in the 
southeast to the fishing industry 
around the State. He was a strong 
voice in favor of the aquaculture move-
ment in the 1970s that helped the State 
preserve and grow its wild salmon pop-
ulations. He also was a tireless sup-
porter of environmentally sensitive oil 
and gas development, first in Cook 
Inlet and later in northern Alaska. 
Lew, having lived in the grinding pov-
erty of Alaska long before statehood, 
always understood that Alaskans need-
ed and still need good jobs and a strong 
economy so that the State can develop 
an economy strong enough to support 
good educational institutions, commu-
nity infrastructure and allow the de-
velopment of good health care and so-
cial service programs. He knew that 
Alaskans could grow the economy and 
protect our wildlife and environment. 
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