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VOTE ‘‘YES’’ ON THE DEMOCRATIC 

HOUSING PACKAGE 

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, today the 
House will begin debate on the com-
prehensive housing package that will 
help families keep their homes, prevent 
foreclosures in the future, and help the 
recovery of communities left almost 
vacant by the housing crisis. Today, 
more than 3.5 million homes sit empty 
in America, and if Washington does not 
act, another 2 million Americans are 
expected to lose their homes in the 
coming months. 

The Democratic housing package will 
provide mortgage refinancing assist-
ance to families so they can stay in 
their homes. We do this by expanding 
the FHA program so the borrowers in 
danger of losing their homes can refi-
nance into lower-cost government- 
issued mortgages. The housing package 
also provides $15 billion in loans and 
grants to States so they can acquire 
foreclosed homes and rehabilitate prop-
erties in areas hit hard by the housing 
crisis. 

Mr. Speaker, this housing package is 
the best response to our Nation’s hous-
ing problem. 

f 

b 1015 

DEMOCRATS HOLD IRAQIS AC-
COUNTABLE FOR THEIR OWN RE-
CONSTRUCTION COSTS IN SUP-
PLEMENTAL 

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, tomor-
row this House will have the oppor-
tunity to send the Iraqi Government a 
strong message: They’re now respon-
sible for their own reconstruction fund-
ing. 

As we debate a new war supple-
mental, Democrats are bringing an 
amendment to the floor that requires 
all Iraqi reconstruction costs to be pro-
vided on a dollar-for-dollar match. 

To date, the United States has spent 
an estimated $46 billion in reconstruc-
tion costs in Iraq, all while our infra-
structure is crumbling. The Iraqi Gov-
ernment is also currently working 
under a budget surplus, while, thanks 
to the Bush administration, we con-
tinue to face record deficits. 

The amendment also requires the 
Iraqi Government to charge the U.S. 
military in Iraq the same discounted 
price for fuel that it charges everyday 
Iraqis. Another fair measure consid-
ering that the Iraqis are expected to 
take in a record $70 billion in oil reve-
nues this year. 

Mr. Speaker, I would hope that 
Democrats and Republicans could come 
together tomorrow to pass this com-

mon-sense amendment so that we can 
invest in America, rather than Iraq. 

f 

CHINA 

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ex-
press my frustration and disappoint-
ment with the leadership’s decision to 
bypass the Appropriations Committee 
and to bring up the 2008 supplemental 
without giving Members an oppor-
tunity either on the floor or in the 
committee to offer an amendment. 

I wanted to offer an amendment to 
prohibit U.S. Government employees 
from attending the Beijing Olympics 
on the taxpayers’ dime because of Chi-
na’s violent repression of religious mi-
norities and human rights activists. 

Catholics, Protestants, Tibetan Bud-
dhists, Uyghur Muslims, Falun Gong 
practitioners and other religious mi-
norities in China face harassment, im-
prisonment, even torture and death. 
China is actively engaging in espionage 
against our country and now partici-
pating in a genocide in Sudan. 

The political prisoners in China and 
the dissidents around the world will be 
deeply demoralized if senior American 
officials attend the games. 

f 

TIME FOR A NEW DIRECTION ON 
ENERGY POLICY 

(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Mr. Speaker, while 
the consumers continue to pay record 
prices at the pump, the Big Oil compa-
nies are once again pocketing all-time 
record profits; yet they disavow any 
correlation to those high gas prices. 
But do they really expect the American 
people to believe that? 

During the first six years of the Bush 
administration, Congress pursued poli-
cies that furthered our dependence on 
oil. They showered the Big Oil compa-
nies with billions of dollars in taxpayer 
subsidies but never explained why 
those corporations deserve corporate 
welfare. 

Since regaining control of Congress, 
Democrats have twice passed legisla-
tion to redirect every penny of those 
taxpayer subsidies into research and 
development on alternative sources of 
fuel. 

For years, Republicans in Wash-
ington have supported a policy of cor-
porate welfare for Big Oil that clearly 
hasn’t worked. It’s time for a new di-
rection on energy policy. 

f 

SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDING 

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, efforts 
by Americans and our allies in Iraq 
have greatly weakened al Qaeda. If we 
withdraw our troops from Iraq before 
their mission is complete, we would 
forfeit all the progress we have made so 
far. 

Since the surge began last year, we 
have made remarkable progress, both 
on the military front and on the polit-
ical front. While we all agree that more 
needs to be done politically, there is no 
questioning the tremendous efforts our 
military have done to bring stability to 
areas once controlled by radical ex-
tremists. 

There should be absolutely no ques-
tion of whether we provide them the 
funding they need to do the job we’ve 
asked them to do. House Republicans 
stand united with our troops and our 
veterans who have fought bravely on 
the front lines. The least we can do is 
front the resources necessary for them 
to complete the task we sent our mili-
tary to do. 

We cannot delay, and we should pro-
vide this supplemental funding without 
extra new spending and extra new pro-
grams before we leave for Memorial 
Day. 

f 

DEMOCRATIC SUPPLEMENTAL 
AMENDMENT CALLS FOR ALL 
TROOPS TO BE HOME BY DECEM-
BER OF 2009 

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, this 
week Congress has an opportunity to 
change the course of the war in Iraq by 
supporting an amendment to the emer-
gency supplemental that would not 
only direct the President to imme-
diately begin bringing our troops home 
but would also force the Iraqi Govern-
ment to start paying their own recon-
struction costs. 

The amendment calls on the Bush ad-
ministration to begin redeploying our 
troops out of Iraq one month after it is 
signed into law, with the goal of having 
all of our troops out by December of 
next year. 

Another year of the status quo in 
Iraq is unacceptable. April was the 
deadliest month for U.S. troops in 
seven months, and the political rec-
onciliation that President Bush prom-
ised when he implemented his troop es-
calation plan has not become a reality. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a significant step 
in the right direction, but for some rea-
son, congressional Republicans want to 
once again send President Bush a blank 
check. Blank checks have not worked 
in the past and they will not this time. 

We all know that there is no military 
solution to war in Iraq. It’s time we let 
the Iraqis know that our days there are 
numbered. 
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TIME FOR THE IRAQIS TO PAY 

FOR THEIR OWN FREEDOM 

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. 
Speaker, our entire Nation honors the 
brave men and women in our armed 
services who have sacrificed so greatly 
in the effort to bring freedom and lib-
erty to the people of Iraq, and we also 
recognize the sacrifice of the American 
taxpayers, who have shouldered the fi-
nancial burden of this effort to protect 
America. 

It is now time for Iraq to stand up 
and shoulder the burden of protecting 
their own freedoms, and it is long past 
time for Iraq to start paying its own 
way. With the cost of oil, and the 
money that Iraq is making on their oil, 
they need to be paying, at a minimum, 
entirely for their own reconstruction. 

As we continue to transition from 
American forces to Iraqi security 
forces, we also need to quickly transi-
tion from the American taxpayer foot-
ing the entire bill to the now free coun-
try of Iraq paying to protect their own 
freedom and rebuilding their own coun-
try. 

Americans understand that freedom 
is not free, and the Iraqi people need to 
understand that securing their own 
freedom will require their own invest-
ment. 

f 

HONORING SERGEANT ALEX 
JIMENEZ 

(Ms. TSONGAS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the service and sacrifice 
of Sergeant Alex Jimenez and to ex-
press my continued support for Alex’s 
family during this most difficult time. 

On May 12, 2007, Sergeant Jimenez 
and Private First Class Byron Fouty, 
members of the 10th Mountain Divi-
sion, were ambushed south of Baghdad. 
There has been no information regard-
ing their whereabouts since that time. 

On June 27, the United States Army 
changed Sergeant Jimenez’s status 
from duty status whereabouts un-
known to missing or captured. We may 
not know where Alex is, but he is never 
far from our thoughts. 

Family members like Alex’s father, 
Andy, or his wife, Yaderlin, have 
weathered agonizing uncertainty while 
demonstrating support for their loved 
one’s service to our country. We owe 
them a debt of gratitude. 

The community in Lawrence, Massa-
chusetts, has been extremely sup-
portive. A POW ride will take place 
this weekend in honor of Sergeant Ji-
menez and in support of his family. 

The Jimenez and Fouty families are 
not alone as we all pray for the safe re-
turn of Alex and Byron. 

Sergeant Jimenez put his life in dan-
ger for our country. We cannot leave 
him or any other behind. I support leg-
islation to create a select committee 
on POW/MIA affairs to help these fami-
lies learn the whereabouts of their 
loved ones. 

f 

WE NEED TO STOP THE WHINING 

(Mr. WESTMORELAND asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, 
it’s interesting to come down here and 
to listen to the majority party, the 
Democrats, talk about a new change in 
direction for our energy policy or 
something new to do about our troops. 

News flash: Y’all are in charge. 
You’ve got 230-plus votes. You’re in 
charge. You can pass anything you 
want to. 

Mr. Speaker, we need to stop the 
whining. Since they took over in 2007, 
with a new energy policy, H.R. 6, our 
gasoline has gone up about $1.50 a gal-
lon. 

So here’s what I want everybody to 
do, Mr. Speaker. I want you to go home 
tonight and I want you to go to Home 
Depot and I want you to buy some en-
ergy saving bulbs because, in their en-
ergy bill, light bulbs are mentioned 350 
times, where gasoline was mentioned 6, 
crude oil was mentioned 12. I want you 
to go home, I want you to take those 
energy saving light bulbs, I want you 
to put them in, and then I want you to 
drive to the gas station and see if gas 
has come down, because that’s the way 
their plan is supposed to work. 

You’re in charge. If you’re in charge, 
lead. Mr. Speaker, we need some lead-
ership here. We need to do something 
to help the American people at the gas 
pump with these outrageous gasoline 
prices and crude oil fixing to go to $150- 
plus a barrel. Do something. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MCNULTY). All Members are reminded 
to address their remarks to the Chair. 

f 

GAS PRICES 

(Mr. HALL of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HALL of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
yesterday the price of oil broke an-
other record yet again, closing at over 
$120. Families feel the impact of these 
costs every time they shell out close to 
$4 a gallon at the pump. In districts 
like mine, where commuting is a way 
of life, it’s forcing some painful sac-
rifices. 

Our oil dependence has become the 
energy albatross around America’s eco-

nomic neck, and I’m proud that the 
majority in Congress has advanced 
ideas for short-term relief and long- 
term solutions. We’ve pushed for high-
er tax incentives for hybrid cars, ex-
panded the use of renewables and effi-
ciency, consumer protection to keep 
the oil companies honest, and a time-
out from taking 70 million barrels a 
day of oil off the market and putting it 
into the strategic petroleum reserve, 
the SPR. 

What is the response from the Presi-
dent and his allies here in Congress? 
Let’s go drill for some more oil that 
won’t hit the markets for another 10 
years, and let’s keep sending more tax-
payer dollars to the oil companies that 
are already making record profits. 

Most Americans would agree that we 
cannot wait a decade for relief and we 
shouldn’t send anymore of their money 
to Big Oil. Let’s stop filling the SPR to 
provide immediate relief and ask the 
President to move with us into a green, 
domestic, job-producing energy future. 

f 

HOUSING PACKAGE IMPORTANT 
TO BOOST ECONOMY AND STA-
BILIZE MARKET 

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, every 
day between 7,000 and 8,000 people file 
for foreclosures on their homes. In the 
next 2 years, one in 33 homeowners is 
projected to be in foreclosure as a re-
sult of subprime loans. 

But the housing crisis doesn’t only 
affect families losing their homes. An 
additional 40 million neighboring 
homeowners could see their property 
values drop, with 44 percent of all 
homeowners likely to feel the ripple ef-
fect of foreclosures from subprime 
loans. 

And the overall impact does not end 
in the housing market. The ripple ef-
fects are felt throughout the economy 
with a reduction in economic activity 
and severe job loss. 

Mr. Speaker, we simply cannot turn 
our Nation’s economy around without 
properly addressing the housing crisis, 
and that is exactly what we plan to do 
this week. Today, House Democrats 
will bring a package of housing bills to 
the House floor that will address the 
current housing crisis, while also seek-
ing to prevent the problem from get-
ting worse. These bills are the appro-
priate response to a problem that is af-
fecting our families, our communities 
and our overall economy. I hope it re-
ceives the bipartisan support that it 
deserves, Mr. Speaker. 

f 

b 1030 

WORLD AIDS ORPHANS DAY 

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
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