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pose a continuing unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the national security, 
foreign policy, and economy of the 
United States. For these reasons, I 
have determined that it is necessary to 
continue in effect the national emer-
gency declared with respect to this 
threat and to maintain in force the 
sanctions I have ordered to address this 
national emergency. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 7, 2008. 
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AGREEMENT WITH CZECH REPUB-
LIC ON SOCIAL SECURITY—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC. 
NO. 110–110) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, without 
objection, referred to the Committee 
on Ways and Means and ordered to be 
printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the 
Social Security Act, as amended by the 
Social Security Amendments of 1977 
(Public Law 95–216, 42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)), 
I transmit herewith the Agreement Be-
tween the United States of America 
and the Czech Republic on Social Secu-
rity, which consists of two separate in-
struments: a principal agreement and 
an administrative arrangement. The 
Agreement was signed in Prague on 
September 7, 2007. 

The United States-Czech Republic 
Agreement is similar in objective to 
the social security agreements already 
in force with Australia, Austria, Bel-
gium, Canada, Chile, Finland, France, 
Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, 
Japan, Korea, Luxembourg, the Neth-
erlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Swe-
den, Switzerland, and the United King-
dom. Such bilateral agreements pro-
vide for limited coordination between 
the United States and foreign social se-
curity systems to eliminate dual social 
security coverage and taxation, and to 
help prevent the lost benefit protection 
that can occur when workers divide 
their careers between two countries. 
The United States-Czech Republic 
Agreement contains all provisions 
mandated by section 233 and other pro-
visions that I deem appropriate to 
carry out the purposes of section 233, 
pursuant to section 233(c)(4). 

I also transmit for the information of 
the Congress a report prepared by the 
Social Security Administration ex-
plaining the key points of the Agree-
ment, along with a paragraph-by-para-
graph explanation of the provisions of 
the principal agreement and the re-
lated administrative arrangement. An-
nexed to this report is the report re-
quired by section 233(e)(1) of the Social 
Security Act, which describes the ef-
fect of the Agreement on income and 

expenditures of the U.S. Social Secu-
rity program and the number of indi-
viduals affected by the Agreement. The 
Department of State and the Social Se-
curity Administration have rec-
ommended the Agreement and related 
documents to me. 

I commend to the Congress the 
United States-Czech Republic Social 
Security Agreement and related docu-
ments. 

GEORGE W. BUSH. 
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 7, 2008. 
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FORECLOSURES AND CONSUMER 
CONFIDENCE 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, today, we were discussing 
very important legislative initiatives 
dealing with the Neighborhood Sta-
bilization Act that would give $15 bil-
lion to reclaim foreclosed homes, and 
an important legislative initiative, the 
American Housing Rescue and Fore-
closure Prevention Act that would re-
vise a number of the GSEs like Freddie 
Mac and Fannie Mae, all to help the 
American people. 

In my discussion on the floor of the 
House, I indicated that we are moving 
toward a recession and a depression. 
The gentleman who was then managing 
the rule, H. Res. 1175, indicated that we 
as Democrats must stop telling 
untruths. To that I asked the gen-
tleman whether or not he was calling 
me a liar. 

I wish to read into the RECORD that 
when that inquiry was made, the gen-
tleman responded, as I said, I assume 
that he was not suggesting that I am a 
liar. The gentleman said ‘‘I did not sug-
gest that at all.’’ 

It is important to note that America 
is suffering. Between 7,000 and 8,000 
people a day are filing for foreclosures 
and that consumer confidence is down. 
We are moving toward a recession and 
maybe a depression. 
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LET MEMBERS HAVE INPUT IN 
THE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 

(Mr. LEWIS of California asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to express to the House 
my concern about the fact that Chair-
man OBEY and Speaker PELOSI are 
very, very busy these days. If news re-
ports are to be believed, it’s apparent 
that they’re going about doing all of 
the work of the Appropriations Com-
mittee as well as the House almost all 
alone with almost no input from Demo-
crats or Republicans from the House. 

Because of that busy schedule, I have 
been writing to Mr. OBEY of late. I have 

sent him three letters altogether. Last 
Thursday, I sent him a letter that was 
signed by the entire Republican mem-
bership of the Appropriations Com-
mittee urging him to have regular 
order and full hearings on the supple-
mental that is before us that rep-
resents a huge portion of our spending, 
and yet there has been no hearing 
whatsoever. 

Just in case Mr. OBEY hasn’t seen 
this letter because his staff is very 
busy, I know, working on these 
projects, I would like to submit that 
letter for the RECORD and urge the 
House to urge the leadership to allow 
us to have public hearings so that 
Members can have input regarding 
their districts’ needs on this very, very 
important part of this year’s work. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS, 

Washington, DC, May 1, 2008. 
Hon. DAVID OBEY, 
Chairman, Committee on Appropriations, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: In the absence of any 
response from you to my April 21st and April 
24th letters, and recognizing Senator Byrd’s 
immediate response to the Republican Sen-
ators from his Committee, we are writing to 
once again express our grave concerns over 
media reports that your leadership plans to 
unilaterally, and without Member input, 
write and take to the House floor the Emer-
gency Supplemental Appropriations bill 
under a closed rule and bypass full Appro-
priations Committee consideration. Such ac-
tion would be an historical and unprece-
dented abdication of responsibility for the 
House Appropriations Committee and would 
be viewed by many in both parties as a 
shameful power grab by House and Senate 
leaders. 

Senator Byrd, who recognizes the slippery 
slope involved in circumventing the well-es-
tablished rules and precedents of the Appro-
priations Committee, has scheduled a frill 
Senate Appropriations Committee markup 
for the week of May 5th. We urge you in the 
strongest possible terms to follow Senator 
Byrd’s example and schedule a full Com-
mittee markup in the House at the earliest 
possible date. 

It is only right and fair that you allow 
Members of our Committee—Republicans 
and Democrats—to do the work they were 
elected to do. We are extremely troubled by 
the fact that under this scheme no Member 
of the House will be afforded the opportunity 
to offer amendments in full Committee or on 
the House floor while Senators in the other 
body will be given the opportunity to let 
their constituent’s voices be heard. We must 
act expeditiously to move through full Com-
mittee and onto the floor a clean Emergency 
Supplemental, free of extraneous funding 
and policy provisions, to address the urgent 
needs of our troops and their families. 

On October 20, 2006 then Minority Leader 
Nancy Pelosi wrote in a letter to then- 
Speaker Hastert: ‘‘We must restore biparti-
sanship to the administration of the House, 
reestablish regular order for considering leg-
islation. and ensure the rights of the minor-
ity, whichever party is in the minority. The 
voice of every American has a right to be 
heard.’’ 

Again, we urge you and Speaker Pelosi to 
stand by those words. Historical precedent 
and tradition dictates that this legislation 
be fashioned in an open and transparent 
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