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area and I am glad to know that the people of 
my district have this remarkable facility to pro-
vide them the highest quality water possible. I 
am comforted knowing the Denton County vi-
cinity will have a healthy and secure water 
supply for many years to come. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘‘BIOMET-
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Wednesday, May 7, 2008 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Madam 
Speaker, today, I am introducing the Biometric 
Enhancement for Airport-Risk Reduction Act of 
2008, also cited as the BEAR Act of 2008. 

Nearly a year ago, I stood here before you 
to discuss H.R. 1, legislation implementing the 
unfinished business of the 9/11 Commission 
recommendations to secure America against 
terrorism. Since its enactment, the Committee 
has continued aggressive oversight of the 
Transportation Security Administration’s efforts 
to comply with security mandates set forth in 
one of the most important laws enacted by 
this Congress, the Implementing the Rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission Act of 
2007 (P.L. 110–53). 

I must recognize Assistant Secretary Kip 
Hawley, the head of the Transportation Secu-
rity Administration, TSA, who has always 
shown a willingness to engage in open dia-
logue with me and Committee Members when 
we have raised particular questions or con-
cerns having to do with TSA. One area of con-
cern that has been raised on numerous occa-
sions is how to best strengthen security for 
airport workers with unescorted access to ster-
ile and secure areas of the airport. I strongly 
believe that biometric technologies can be an 
invaluable homeland security tool—especially 
with regard to this security challenge. 

I am introducing the BEAR Act to promote 
progress on this issue and legislate a smart 
security approach that promotes collaboration 
between TSA, industry, and other key stake-
holders to provide airports with a blueprint on 
how to make biometrics work for them. Spe-
cifically, the bill requires TSA to study how air-
ports can transition to uniform, standards- 
based and interoperable biometric identifier 
systems for airport workers with unescorted 
access. TSA, together with a working group 
comprised of key stakeholders, will examine 
existing programs and identify approaches that 
can enhance protections for secure and sterile 
areas of the airport. 

Additionally this bill requires TSA to provide 
Congress and airport operators with a break-
down on best practices for utilizing biometrics 
to better protect airports. Today, workers with 
unescorted access to this critical infrastructure 
go through background screening to get 
issued badges that includes terror watch list 
checks. While this is a necessary and impor-
tant check, a job applicant’s biometrics are not 
being captured to check against biographic in-
formation provided and establish identity. This 
is a problem, as revealed when Federal law 

enforcement raided Chicago’s O’Hare Inter-
national Airport in November 2007 and ar-
rested 23 people for fraudulently securing 
badges to gain access to sensitive airport lo-
cations. According to the charging affidavit, 
more than 100 temporary workers were found 
to be in possession of the fraudulent badges 
and the staffing agency that sponsored told 
them that they needed identification, but such 
identification did not have to be legitimate. 
Studying approaches to bring biometrics into 
airports is all the more important since the 
struggling Transportation Worker Identification 
Credential, TWIC, program is not likely to be 
introduced into the airport environment any 
time soon. 

Additionally, this bill requests TSA to con-
sider existing parallel biometric security sys-
tems such as FIPS 201-compliant cards, 
TWIC, and the GSA Smart Card. This bill is 
not about re-inventing the wheel or putting a 
stop to any good work at TSA on this issue. 
It is about encouraging public-private partner-
ships and promoting an open dialogue be-
tween TSA, industry, and Congress on how 
best to secure our airports. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you support the 
BEAR Act, for it frames a series of important 
biometric and security credentialing issues that 
need to be addressed in a study and that will 
build on what this Congress has supported in 
the past. More importantly, it will provide Con-
gress with the necessary information to con-
tinue building on smart, efficient and effective 
airport security measures needed to secure 
Americans and protect this critical sector in 
our economy. 

f 
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Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor a leader in our community. 
A man of faith and a deep generosity of spirit, 
Rabbi Howard Shapiro has served his con-
gregation at Temple Israel in Palm Beach 
County, Florida, with distinction for the last 27 
years. His retirement in June will be bitter-
sweet for all those who have come to know 
the rabbi. 

Rabbi Howard Shapiro has served our com-
munity for nearly 30 years and has also 
served our country as an Army chaplain in 
Vietnam. The rabbi is a family man, and often 
speaks proudly of his wife, Eileen, his son, 
David, and daughter, Rachel, and her hus-
band Bobby Green. The Shapiros have five 
grandchildren—Tali, Jacob, Maya, Samantha 
and Cory. 

Since coming to South Florida, Rabbi Sha-
piro has been a steadfast leader, serving as 
president of the Palm Beach County Board of 
Rabbis and Urban Interfaith Council. He leads 
his congregation in regular good works, 
mitzvot, that include helping the elderly and 
the needy. 

Rabbi Shapiro is not only a leader in our 
Jewish community. He frequently organizes 

joint programming with Christian congrega-
tions and interfaith groups. The rabbi is a 
community builder in the Palm Beaches, bridg-
ing different institutions and forging links be-
tween people, traditions and congregations. 
He cares deeply for Jewish education and 
loves to teach and to learn. 

Rabbi Shapiro has been a blessing to the 
thousands of congregants he has served over 
the years. He will be sorely missed. 
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Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor an 
American soldier who was wounded in service 
to our Nation during the conflict in Vietnam. 
Mr. Thomas S. Conely, Sr., is a Marine who 
served with honor and distinction on the bat-
tlefield. It is truly an honor to present this 
brave patriot with his long overdue Purple 
Heart medal. 

Born in Wheeling, West Virginia, Mr. 
Conely’s family moved to Pittsburgh when he 
was in ninth grade. Enlisting in the Marine 
Corps at the age of eighteen, Mr. Conely was 
one of about 78 enlistees dubbed the ‘‘Pitts-
burgh Pirate Platoon’’ when, all gathered 
around home plate for the ceremony, they 
were sworn into the Marines in the 7th inning 
of a baseball game at Forbes Field. 

After completing his basic training at Parris 
Island, South Carolina, Mr. Conely went on to 
attend radio operator school in California and 
then served as the 2531 Field Radio Operator 
with the 9th Marines in Vietnam. Near the end 
of his tour of duty, his unit was near the Rock 
Pile in the Northern Eye Core of Vietnam 
when a mortar round landed between Mr. 
Conely and another soldier. The other man 
was thrown 23 feet and killed, while Mr. 
Conely ended up with shrapnel throughout his 
body. 

A third generation soldier whose grandfather 
served in World War I and his father in World 
War II, Mr. Conely’s wounds sadly forced him 
to leave the military. He had planned to make 
a career in the Marines, but after the blast in-
jured him in Vietnam he returned to Bethesda 
Naval Hospital where he remained for 13 
months prior to being discharged. Continuing 
the tradition of military service, Mr. Conely’s 
three sons have all served in the Marine 
Corps, and one has had four tours of duty in 
Iraq. 

Madam Speaker, it is soldiers like Thomas 
S. Conely, Sr., who joined the military to pro-
tect the freedoms that all Americans hold 
dear. While brave men like Mr. Conely were 
wounded fighting for freedom and liberty, his 
family, friends and loved ones know that this 
Congress will always remember his bravery 
and commitment in battle. 
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