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help alleviate the severe nursing shortage 
which this rural region faces as well as our 
State of Texas. 

As a Hispanic Serving Institution, Coastal 
Bend College plays a critical role in graduating 
Hispanic students who will make up a large 
portion of our future workforce. The Higher 
Education Reauthorization Act, which is cur-
rently being negotiated in Congress, will help 
colleges like Coastal Bend increase their re-
cruitment of minority students. 

This weekend, Coastal Bend College will be 
celebrating this important 40th anniversary 
with a variety of events, including musical per-
formances, art exhibits and most importantly, 
the graduation of students in its 40th grad-
uating class. I want to again congratulate 
Coastal Bend College for reaching this impor-
tant milestone and wish every graduating stu-
dent success in their future endeavors. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE SCOTTSBLUFF 
DECA 

HON. ADRIAN SMITH 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 7, 2008 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam Speaker, 
since 1946, DECA has been the premier stu-
dent organization preparing high school and 
college students for careers in marketing, 
management and entrepreneurship. Students 
are able to develop academic, leadership, 
communication, and civic responsibility skills. 

Through the efforts of this organization, 
thousands of students have become leaders 
and have improved their communities in 
countless ways. 

Today, I want to congratulate the thirty-nine 
students from the Scottsbluff DECA Chapter 
who qualified for and attended the Inter-
national DECA Career Development Con-
ference in Atlanta, Georgia. I also want to con-
gratulate their advisor, Mr. Derek Deaver. 

Over 14,000 DECA members from all fifty 
states as well as Canada, Guam, Puerto Rico 
and Mexico attended the conference, held late 
last month. 

In this international competition, the 
Scottsbluff DECA Chapter made Nebraska 
proud. Many members received awards of ex-
cellence with one project—whose members in-
clude Brittany Shaneman, Jordyn Gray and 
Breanna Elley—placed in the top twenty, and 
Seth Wallace finishing in the top ten, placing 
third in the nation. 

The continued success of Mr. Deaver and 
his DECA students is a testament to the fact 
young Nebraskans represent a truly valuable 
resource. I applaud their achievements and 
wish them the best next year. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE RENOVA-
TION OF THE MONCLOVA, OHIO 
POST OFFICE BUILDING 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 7, 2008 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, this month 
marks a celebration in the community of 

Monclova, Ohio. After four years, hundreds of 
volunteer hours given by dozens of volunteers, 
and many donations and financial contribu-
tions from generous sponsors, the citizens of 
Monclova will dedicate a reconstructed and 
renovated historical Post Office. Bill Strayer 
and Mary Kay and Connie Nuhfer of the 
Monclova Historical Society prepared a won-
derfully descriptive history of the building and 
the effort to restore it, which I am pleased to 
submit for the RECORD. 
A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE MONCLOVA OLD POST 

OFFICE 
By the late 1800s and early 1900s, Monclova 

Township boasted a variety store, a mer-
cantile, a drugstore and a barbershop, as well 
as wagon makers, blacksmiths, and a ly-
ceum. Home mail delivery was also provided 
to area residents following the Rural Free 
Delivery legislation enacted by Congress. Ira 
Hinkle became the first mail carrier in the 
Township, using a horse and covered wagon 
on good weather days and riding the horse in 
snowy weather. Claire Metzger became the 
first Postmistress of Monclova Township on 
March 19, 1915; she served for 41 years before 
retiring on October 31, 1956. Prior to Miss 
Metzger becoming Postmistress, the Trapp 
Mercantile Store housed the Monclova Post 
Office. Claire, however, had a cement block 
building erected on property owned by her 
father, John Metzger, creating the first 
stand-alone post office in the Township. This 
one room building was unique in that it was 
the only post office in the country to have a 
piano; Claire would often entertain her cus-
tomers by playing songs on it. The post of-
fice continued to operate until December of 
1961, when the current Monclova Post Office 
opened on the corner of Monclova and 
Waterville-Monclova Roads. 

Within a few years after its creation, the 
Monclova Historical Foundation was ap-
proached by the Kerscher family to see if its 
members would like to have the old Post Of-
fice building that now sat empty. The 
Kerschers, who owned the land where the old 
post office was located, requested that the 
building be moved from its current site and 
relocated on the Community Center prop-
erty. At that time, the Foundation did not 
have the resources to take on the property 
and so the project was put on hold. 

In 2004, however, the Foundation was ap-
proached by retired Master Carpenter and 
builder Ray Parker. He and friend Peggy 
Brown were willing to take on the project of 
saving and restoring the old building. In 
June 2004, a letter was signed granting the 
Foundation ownership of the old Monclova 
Post Office with the condition that it be re-
moved from the Kerscher property. In early 
fall 2004, a meeting with Ray Parker, Peggy 
Brown, Bill Strayer, then president of the 
Foundation, and Tom Meyer, architect and 
friend of Bill’s, met to discuss what had to be 
done to move the building. Ray made de-
tailed drawings of the building including 
noting where each block was located. There 
were four different style blocks used in the 
Post Office and Ray wanted to be sure it 
would be reconstructed exactly as it was be-
fore it was taken down. 

A few weeks later a group of volunteers 
took apart the building block by block. The 
blocks themselves were the only part of the 
building that were salvageable, but small 
pieces of trim were saved to be used as a pat-
tern for creating new trim work. The blocks 
were stored behind the Community Center 
until plans, prints, permits and funds were 
ready. In late summer 2005, reconstruction of 
the old Post Office began and the building 

was under roof by winter. In early 2006, Ray 
Parker died of cancer. Peggy, along with Bill 
and many other volunteers, have worked to 
complete the building the way Ray would 
have wanted. Over seventy volunteers have 
put in hundred of hours of work on the 
project and contributors have given both 
large and small donations in order to make 
this restoration possible. On May 24, 2008, the 
building will be officially dedicated; it will 
then be used as a museum for area school- 
children and visitors to explore and to learn 
about the history of this great community. 

f 

CONGRATULATING FORT A.P. HILL 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 7, 2008 

Mr. WITTMAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, 
I am proud to recognize Fort A.P. Hill as the 
winner of the 2008 Commander in Chief’s An-
nual Award for Installation Excellence and am 
honored to represent the men and women of 
Fort A.P. Hill. The Commander in Chief’s An-
nual Award for Installation Excellence recog-
nizes outstanding and innovative efforts of 
those who operate and maintain U.S. military 
installations, and A.P. Hill was selected based 
on their exemplary support of Department of 
Defense missions. 

Excellent military installations enable better 
mission performance and enhance the quality 
of life for military men, women and families. 
Each winning installation succeeded in pro-
viding excellent working, housing and rec-
reational conditions. 

To compete for the award, installations com-
pleted detailed organizational self-assessment 
packages answering questions posed in the 
Army Performance Improvement Criteria. Top 
installations received a week-long site visit by 
a team of evaluators, and a final, detailed 
scoring assessment by a senior panel of 
judges determined the top three installations. 

The assessment was a thorough study of 
how business processes are designed and de-
ployed, and how the installation fares in its 
business results across a variety of perform-
ance areas. I am honored to recognize the ac-
complishments of Fort A.P. Hill as the installa-
tion continues to sharpen the combat edge of 
America’s Defense Forces, and I am proud 
A.P. Hill calls the First Congressional District 
home. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF PFC ADAM LEE MARION 

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 7, 2008 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of sacrifice and service of PFC 
Adam Lee Marion of Dobson, North Carolina. 
Private First Class Marion, who served in the 
Army National Guard’s 171st Engineer Com-
pany, made the ultimate sacrifice for his coun-
try last week when he fell in combat near 
Baghdad, Iraq. 

Private First Class Marion’s life exemplified 
the citizen-soldier ethic of the Army National 
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Guard. He was known for his kindness and his 
heart for children. He loved to serve at home 
and in Iraq to protect the lives of these most 
vulnerable members of society. Taken at the 
age of 26, Private First Class Marion leaves a 
legacy of compassion, bravery and sacrifice. 

His patriotism and selfless service to coun-
try is captured in his decision to deploy to Iraq 
with the 171st when he learned his original 
unit would not deploy. This is a remarkable 
sacrifice and a true sign of Private First Class 
Marion’s readiness to serve his country even 
at the risk of his own safety. 

His fellow soldiers testified to Private First 
Class Marion’s professional skill as a soldier, 
his bravery in the face of danger and his sac-
rifice for his country. As the operator of a 
‘‘Husky,’’ a vehicle that detects improvised ex-
plosive devises for convoys, he was on the 
front lines in Iraq. In fact, his team helped 
clear IEDs from more than 100 convoy routes 
during his service in Iraq. 

Private First Class Marion is survived by his 
parents Pam and Don Marion and his sister, 
Adrian. His sacrifice for our freedom will never 
be forgotten. He was a man who was ac-
quainted with the dangers of combat and yet 
gave his life to a cause much greater than 
himself. In this and much more he is a hero 
and he hands down to future generations a 
legacy of valor, honor and the love of free-
dom. 

Madam Speaker, my prayer is that he will 
long be remembered as a man who faithfully 
answered the call of duty to country. My 
thoughts and my prayers are with Private First 
Class Marion’s family. May they know comfort 
of God’s presence at this very difficult time. 
The people of North Carolina and our nation 
are blessed to remember him as an honored 
son and we mourn his passing and celebrate 
his life. 

f 

HONORING THE 250TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BIRTHDAY OF 
JAMES MONROE 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 7, 2008 

Mr. WITTMAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, 
I am pleased to recognize the 250th anniver-
sary of the birthday of James Monroe, a First 
District of Virginia native. James Monroe was 
born in Westmoreland County on April 28, 
1758, and was raised and educated in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. 

James Monroe attended the College of Wil-
liam and Mary, fought as a Lieutenant Colonel 
in the Continental Army, and practiced law in 
Fredericksburg, Virginia. As a politician, Mon-
roe served in the Virginia Assembly, The Con-
tinental Congress, as Governor to the Com-
monwealth of Virginia, as a US Senator, Sec-
retary of State and Secretary of War to Presi-
dent James Madison. Ultimately, James Mon-
roe became our fifth President of the United 
States. 

As Minister to France, Monroe helped nego-
tiate the Louisiana Purchase. During his early 
years in the White House his administration 
was known as the ‘‘Era of Good Feelings’’, a 

time period in American political history in 
which partisan bitterness abated. Yet, Monroe 
may be best remembered for his belief that 
the Americas should be free from future Euro-
pean colonization and interference in sov-
ereign countries’ affairs. His strong opinions 
and principles on foreign policy came to be 
known as the Monroe Doctrine. 

The citizens of the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia and especially America’s First District ex-
press their gratitude to James Monroe, in 
commemoration of the 250th anniversary of 
his birthday. James Monroe was a loyal public 
servant and an exceptional statesman. His 
ideals and leadership qualities are such that 
all citizens, not only of Virginia, but the United 
States can admire and learn from. 

As President Monroe once stated, ‘‘In this 
great nation there is but one order, that of the 
people, whose power, by a peculiarly happy 
improvement of the representative principle, is 
transferred from them, without impairing in the 
slightest degree their sovereignty, to bodies of 
their own creation, and to persons elected by 
themselves, in the full extent necessary for the 
purposes of free, enlightened, and efficient 
government’’. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE JOINT 
GUAM PROJECTS OVERSIGHT ACT 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 7, 2008 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, today I 
have introduced H.R. 5931, the Joint Guam 
Projects Oversight Act, to ensure appropriate 
implementation and oversight of the realign-
ment of military installations and the relocation 
of military personnel on Guam. I am joined by 
my colleague from Hawaii, Mr. ABERCROMBIE, 
in introducing this legislation. 

The rebasing of military forces from Oki-
nawa, Japan to Guam is a component of the 
United States-Japan Alliance Transformation 
and Realignment Agreement signed in May 
2006. Additionally, planned for Guam is the re-
assignment of a significant number of airmen 
from Korea, the standing-up of a U.S. Army air 
defense battalion and improvements to Naval 
Base Guam. These major realignments 
present significant challenges and opportuni-
ties for the community on Guam. 

Over the next 6 years the Department of 
Defense and the Government of Japan plan to 
spend over $10 billion to support the realign-
ment of units of the III Marine Expeditionary 
Force from Okinawa to Guam and an addi-
tional $3 billion on upgrades and improve-
ments at Andersen Air Force Base. The Gov-
ernment of Japan has pledged to contribute 
over $6 billion to support the rebasing of units 
from Okinawa to Guam through direct con-
tributions to the United States Treasury and 
through Special Purpose Entities (SPEs). 
Funding of some projects by a foreign govern-
ment poses significant challenges to 
Congress’s right and responsibility to oversee 
this realignment. H.R. 5931 creates a new ac-
count for the realignment to Guam. The ac-
count entitled the ‘‘Guam Defense Policy Re-
view Initiative Account’’ would help the Depart-

ment of Defense manage its expenditures on 
projects associated with the realignment of 
military forces on Guam. 

This legislation also addresses the unique 
nature of the SPEs. Department of Defense 
officials indicate that SPEs are intended to op-
erate in a manner similar to other public-pri-
vate ventures that currently exist with respect 
to other projects in the United States. Our leg-
islation expresses a Sense of Congress that 
the SPEs should operate as publicprivate ven-
tures. It also encourages the Department of 
Defense to ensure that all construction 
projects on Guam, operated and maintained 
by SPEs, should meet U.S. standards. It also 
encourages the Department of Defense along 
with the Government of Japan to consider uti-
lizing the SPEs for projects other than military 
housing and utility infrastructure improve-
ments. Moreover, if the SPEs are utilized to 
improve utilities on Guam the improvements 
must be made to the overall grid operated by 
the Government of Guam and not solely for 
the benefit of military installations. Improve-
ments to the overall utility infrastructure on 
Guam will be more cost-effective. 

The $13 billion investment by the Depart-
ment of Defense and the Government of 
Japan is intended primarily for military infra-
structure. However, the Government of Guam 
estimates that additional funds will be needed 
to improve civilian infrastructure, including 
schools, public safety, water, wastewater, util-
ity, and road improvements to accommodate 
the additional population on the island. As we 
near the end of the Bush Administration’s term 
it is important that the Federal Government 
work closely with the Government of Guam to 
develop Memoranda of Understanding, MOU, 
to ensure Federal commitments that Guam 
can rely on. The MOUs can be facilitated by 
utilizing the Interagency Group on the Insular 
Areas, IGIA, established by executive order of 
the President. The legislation includes a 
Sense of Congress that these MOUs must be 
developed to ensure that the build-up is a suc-
cess. In reference to planning, the legislation 
also authorizes the Office of Economic Adjust-
ment, OEA, within the Department of Defense 
to provide planning funds to the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana, Islands, 
CNMI. This will support appropriate planning 
by the Government of the CNMI for increases 
in population and military activity resultant 
from the establishment and utilization of train-
ing ranges in the CNMI. Currently, the OEA 
lacks the authority in law to provide planning 
funds to the CNMI and this provision would 
correct this omission in law. 

It is important that military construction 
projects on Guam be energy friendly and meet 
strong environmental design standards. The 
legislation requires the Department of Defense 
to meet Leadership in Energy and Environ-
mental Design, LEED, silver rating standards. 
LEED standards have been developed and 
are approved by the U.S. Green Building 
Council. The legislation also requires the Sec-
retary of Defense to report back to Congress 
on establishing a goal for energy renewability 
on Guam. The major construction effort sup-
porting the build-up should be conducted in 
the most environmentally friendly and energy 
efficient manner as possible. 

The legislation also prioritizes the small 
business community in this military build-up. 
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