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boom in older native veterans makes it 
important that we give tribal govern-
ments the same opportunities we al-
ready provide State governments to 
care for their elder veterans. 

My bill would also give the Secretary 
of Labor discretion to include tribal 
governments in Veterans Employment 
and Training programs and grants. 
Veterans’ employment services are 
much needed among native veterans, 
and in Indian Country. Census data in-
dicates that American Indian and Alas-
ka Native veterans are twice as likely 
as other veterans to be unemployed. 
For those veterans living on-reserva-
tion, the labor market is shamefully 
dismal: a recently published report 
from the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
found on-reservation unemployment to 
be 49 percent. That unemployment rate 
is twice as high as national unemploy-
ment was during the worst year of the 
Great Depression. Surely it is not too 
much to ask that tribal governments 
in these circumstances be considered 
for the veterans’ employment programs 
States and U.S. Territories already 
have access to. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
supporting these measures, as we work 
towards parity in access and benefits 
for Native American veterans. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be placed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3000 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Native 
American Veterans Access Act of 2008’’. 
SEC. 2. INCLUSION OF FEDERALLY RECOGNIZED 

TRIBAL ORGANIZATIONS IN CER-
TAIN GRANT PROGRAMS OF THE DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
FOR THE STATES AND TERRITORIES. 

(a) TREATMENT OF TRIBAL ORGANIZATION 
HEALTH FACILITIES AS STATE HOMES.—Sec-
tion 8138 of title 38, United States Code, is 
amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsection (e) as sub-
section (f); and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (d) the fol-
lowing new subsection (e): 

‘‘(e)(1) A health facility (or certain beds in 
a health facility) of a tribal organization is 
treatable as a State home under subsection 
(a) in accordance with the provisions of that 
subsection. 

‘‘(2) Except as provided in paragraph (3), 
the provisions of this section shall apply to 
a health facility (or certain beds in such fa-
cility) treated as a State home under sub-
section (a) by reason of this subsection to 
the same extent as health facilities (or beds) 
treated as a State home under subsection (a). 

‘‘(3) Subsection (f) shall not apply to the 
treatment of health facilities (or certain 
beds in such facilities) of tribal organiza-
tions as a State home under subsection (a). 

‘‘(4) In this subsection, the term ‘tribal or-
ganization’ has the meaning given such term 
in section 3764(4) of this title.’’. 

(b) STATE HOME FACILITIES FOR DOMI-
CILIARY, NURSING, AND OTHER CARE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 81 of such title is 
further amended— 

(A) in section 8131, by adding at the end the 
following new paragraph: 

‘‘(5) The term ‘tribal organization’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 3764(4) of 
this title.’’; 

(B) in section 8132, by inserting ‘‘and tribal 
organizations’’ after ‘‘the several States’’; 
and 

(C) by inserting after section 8133 the fol-
lowing new section: 

‘‘§ 8133A. Tribal organizations 
‘‘(a) The Secretary may make grants to 

tribal organizations under this subchapter in 
order to carry out the purposes of this sub-
chapter. 

‘‘(b) Grants to tribal organizations under 
this section shall be made in the same man-
ner, and under the same conditions, as 
grants made to the several States under the 
provisions of this subchapter, subject to such 
exceptions as the Secretary shall prescribe 
for purposes of this subchapter to take into 
account the unique circumstances of tribal 
organizations.’’. 

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections at the beginning of chapter 81 of 
such title is amended by inserting after the 
item relating to section 8133 the following 
new item: 

‘‘8133A. Tribal organizations.’’. 

(c) JOB COUNSELING, TRAINING AND PLACE-
MENT SERVICES FOR VETERANS.—Section 4101 
of such title is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (6), by inserting ‘‘tribal or-
ganizations,’’ after ‘‘to the extent deter-
mined necessary and feasible,’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(9) The term ‘tribal organization’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 3764(4) of 
this title.’’. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 555—RECOG-
NIZING THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE FOUNDING OF THE CON-
GRESSIONAL CLUB. 

Mr. ENZI (for himself, Mr. NELSON of 
Florida, Mr. WICKER, and Mr. NELSON 
of Nebraska) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 555 

Whereas the Congressional Club was orga-
nized in 1908 by 25 women who were influen-
tial in Washington’s official life and who 
wanted to establish a nonsectarian and non-
political group that would promote friend-
ship and cordiality in public life; 

Whereas those women founded the Club to 
bring the wives of Members of Congress to-
gether in a hospitable and compatible envi-
ronment in the Nation’s Capital; 

Whereas the Congressional Club was offi-
cially established in 1908 by a unanimous 
vote in both the Senate and the House of 
Representatives and is the only club in the 
world to be founded by an Act of Congress; 

Whereas the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to incor-
porate the Congressional Club’’ (35 Stat. 476, 
chapter 226) was signed by President Theo-
dore Roosevelt on May 30, 1908; 

Whereas the Congressional Club’s founding 
was secured by womanly wiles and feminine 
determination in the enactment of that Act 
unanimously on May 28, 1908, in order to 

overcome the opposition of Representative 
John Sharp Williams of Mississippi, who op-
posed all women’s organizations; 

Whereas, when Representative Williams 
was called out of the chamber by Mrs. Wil-
liams, the good-mannered representative 
obliged and withdrew his opposition and re-
quest for a recorded vote, saying, ‘‘upon this 
particular bill there will not be a roll call, 
because it would cause a great deal of domes-
tic unhappiness in Washington if there 
were’’; 

Whereas the first Congressional Clubhouse 
was at 1432 K Street Northwest in Wash-
ington, District of Columbia, and opened on 
December 11, 1908, with a reception for Presi-
dent-elect and Mrs. William Taft; 

Whereas, after Mrs. John B. Henderson of 
Missouri donated land on the corner of New 
Hampshire Avenue and U Street Northwest, 
the cornerstone of the current Clubhouse 
was laid at that location on May 21, 1914; 

Whereas that Clubhouse was built by 
George Totten in the Beaux Arts style and is 
listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places; 

Whereas the mortgage on the Clubhouse 
was paid for by the sales of the Club’s cook-
book and the mortgage document was burned 
by Mrs. Bess Truman in a silver bowl on the 
40th anniversary of the Club’s founding; 

Whereas the Congressional Club has re-
mained a good neighbor on the U Street cor-
ridor for more than 90 years, encouraging the 
revitalization of the area during a time of so-
cioeconomic challenges and leading the way 
in upkeep and maintenance of historic prop-
erty; 

Whereas the Congressional Club honors 
and supports the people in its neighborhood 
by inviting the local police and fire depart-
ments to the Clubhouse for lunch and deliv-
ering trays of Member-made cookies and 
candies to them during the holidays, by 
hosting an annual Senior Citizens Apprecia-
tion Day luncheon for residents of a neigh-
borhood nursing home, and by hosting an an-
nual holiday brunch for neighborhood chil-
dren each December that includes a festive 
meal, gifts, and a visit from Santa Claus; 

Whereas the Congressional Club has hosted 
the annual First Lady’s Luncheon every 
spring since 1912 and annually donates tens 
of thousands of dollars to charities in the 
name of the First Lady; 

Whereas, among its many charitable re-
cipients, the Congressional Club has chosen 
mentoring programs, United National Indian 
Tribal Youth, literacy programs, the White 
House library, youth dance troupes, domes-
tic shelters, and child care centers; 

Whereas the Congressional Club members, 
upon the suggestion of Mrs. Eleanor Roo-
sevelt, have been encouraged to become dis-
cussion leaders on national security in their 
home States, from the trials of World War II 
to the threats of terrorism; 

Whereas the Congressional Club extends 
the hand of friendship and goodwill globally 
by hosting an annual diplomatic reception to 
entertain the spouses of ambassadors to the 
United States; 

Whereas the Congressional Club is solely 
supported by membership dues and the sale 
of cookbooks and has never received any 
Federal funding; 

Whereas the 14 editions of the Congres-
sional Club cookbook, first published in 1928, 
reflect the life and times of the United 
States with recipes and signatures of Mem-
bers of Congress, First Ladies, Ambassadors, 
and members of the Club; 

Whereas the Congressional Club member-
ship has expanded to include spouses and 
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daughters of Representatives, Senators, Su-
preme Court Justices, and Cabinet members; 

Whereas 7 members of the Congressional 
Club have become First Lady: Mrs. Florence 
Harding, Mrs. Lou Hoover, Mrs. Bess Tru-
man, Mrs. Jacqueline Kennedy, Mrs. Patricia 
Nixon, Mrs. Betty Ford, and Mrs. Barbara 
Bush; 

Whereas several members of the Congres-
sional Club have been elected to Congress, 
including Mrs. Jo Ann Emerson, Mrs. Lois 
Capps, and Mrs. Mary Bono, and former 
presidents of the Congressional Club Mrs. 
Lindy Boggs and Mrs. Doris Matsui; 

Whereas leading figures in politics, the 
arts, and the media have visited the Club-
house throughout the past 100 years; 

Whereas the Congressional Club is home to 
the First Lady’s gown display, a museum 
with replica inaugural and ball gowns of the 
First Ladies from Mrs. Mary Todd Lincoln to 
Mrs. Laura Bush; 

Whereas the Congressional Club is charged 
with receiving the Presidential couple, hon-
oring the Vice President and spouse, the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives and 
spouse, and the Chief Justice and spouse, and 
providing the orientation for spouses of new 
Members of Congress; and 

Whereas the Congressional Club will cele-
brate its 100th anniversary with festivities 
and ceremonies during 2008 that include the 
ringing of the official bells of the United 
States Congress, a Founder’s Day program, a 
birthday cake at the First Lady’s Luncheon, 
an anniversary postage stamp and cancella-
tion stamp, a 100-year pin and pendant de-
signed by former president Lois Breaux, and 
invitations to President and Mrs. Bush, 
Speaker and Mr. Pelosi, and Chief Justice 
and Mrs. Roberts to visit and celebrate 100 
years of public service, civility, and growth 
at the Congressional Club: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the 100th anniversary of the 

founding of the Congressional Club; 
(2) acknowledges the contributions of po-

litical spouses to public life in the United 
States and around the world through the 
Congressional Club for the past 100 years; 

(3) honors the past and present member-
ship of the Congressional Club; and 

(4) encourages the people of the United 
States— 

(A) to strive for greater friendship, civil-
ity, and generosity in order to heighten pub-
lic service, elevate the culture, and enrich 
humanity; and 

(B) to seek opportunities to give finan-
cially and to volunteer to assist charitable 
organizations in their own communities. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 556—CON-
GRATULATING CHARTER 
SCHOOLS AND THEIR STUDENTS, 
PARENTS, TEACHERS, AND AD-
MINISTRATORS ACROSS THE 
UNITED STATES FOR THEIR ON-
GOING CONTRIBUTIONS TO EDU-
CATION, AND FOR OTHER PUR-
POSES. 

Ms. LANDRIEU (for herself, Mr. AL-
EXANDER, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. BURR, 
Mr. VITTER, Mr. GREGG, Mr. SUNUNU, 
Mr. ALLARD, Mr. ISAKSON, and Mr. CAR-
PER) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 556 
Whereas charter schools deliver high-qual-

ity education and challenge all students to 
reach their potential; 

Whereas charter schools provide thousands 
of families with diverse and innovative edu-
cational options for their children; 

Whereas charter schools are public schools 
authorized by a designated public entity that 
are responding to the needs of our commu-
nities, families, and students and promoting 
the principles of quality, choice, and innova-
tion; 

Whereas, in exchange for the flexibility 
and autonomy given to charter schools, they 
are held accountable by their sponsors for 
improving student achievement and for their 
financial and other operations; 

Whereas 40 States and the District of Co-
lumbia have passed laws authorizing charter 
schools; 

Whereas more than 4,300 charter schools 
are now operating in 40 States and the Dis-
trict of Columbia, serving more than 1,200,000 
students; 

Whereas, over the last 14 years, Congress 
has provided over $2,237,256,000 in support to 
the charter school movement through facili-
ties financing assistance and grants for plan-
ning, startup, implementation, and dissemi-
nation; 

Whereas many charter schools improve 
their students’ achievement and stimulate 
improvement in traditional public schools; 

Whereas charter schools must meet the 
student achievement accountability require-
ments under the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965 in the same manner as 
traditional public schools, and often set 
higher and additional individual goals to en-
sure that they are of high quality and truly 
accountable to the public; 

Whereas charter schools give parents new 
freedom to choose their public schools, rou-
tinely measure parental satisfaction levels, 
and must prove their ongoing success to par-
ents, policymakers, and their communities; 

Whereas over 50 percent of charter schools 
report having a waiting list, and the total 
number of students on all such waiting lists 
is enough to fill over 1,100 average-sized 
charter schools; 

Whereas charter schools nationwide serve 
a higher percentage of low-income and mi-
nority students than the traditional public 
school system; 

Whereas charter schools have enjoyed 
broad bipartisan support from the President, 
Congress, State Governors and legislatures, 
educators, and parents across the United 
States; and 

Whereas the 9th annual National Charter 
Schools Week, to be held May 5 through May 
9, 2008, is an event sponsored by charter 
schools and grassroots charter school organi-
zations across the United States to recognize 
the significant impacts, achievements, and 
innovations of charter schools: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) acknowledges and commends charter 

schools and their students, parents, teachers, 
and administrators across the United States 
for their ongoing contributions to education, 
especially their impressive results closing 
America’s persistent achievement gap, and 
improving and strengthening our public 
school system. 

(2) supports the ideas and goals of the 9th 
annual National Charter Schools Week; and 

(3) encourages the people of the United 
States to conduct appropriate programs, 
ceremonies, and activities to demonstrate 
support for charter schools during this week 

long celebration in communities throughout 
the United States. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 557—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF NATIONAL TRAIN 
DAY 

Mr. LAUTENBERG (for himself, Mrs. 
HUTCHISON, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. BIDEN, Mr. 
CARPER, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. DORGAN, 
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. KERRY, Mr. MENENDEZ, 
Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mr. DOMENICI, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. 
CRAPO, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. SPECTER, Mr. 
LIEBERMAN, Mr. BAYH, and Mr. BROWN) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation: 

S. RES. 557 

Whereas, on May 10, 1869, the ‘‘golden 
spike’’ was driven into the final tie at Prom-
ontory Summit, Utah, to join the Central 
Pacific and the Union Pacific Railroads, 
ceremonially completing the first trans-
continental railroad and therefore con-
necting both coasts of the United States; 

Whereas, in highly populated regions, Am-
trak trains and infrastructure carry com-
muters to and from work in congested met-
ropolitan areas providing a reliable rail op-
tion, reducing congestion on roads and in the 
skies; 

Whereas, for many rural Americans, Am-
trak represents the only major intercity 
transportation link to the rest of the coun-
try; 

Whereas passenger rail provides a more en-
ergy-efficient form of transportation com-
pared to autos or air travel; 

Whereas passenger railroads emit only 0.2 
percent of the travel industry’s total green-
house gases; 

Whereas Amtrak annually provides inter-
city passenger rail travel to over 25,000,000 
Americans residing in 46 States; 

Whereas an increasing number of people 
are using trains for travel purposes beyond 
commuting to and from work; 

Whereas our railroad stations are a source 
of civic pride, a gateway to our communities, 
and a tool for economic growth; and 

Whereas Amtrak has designated May 10, 
2008, as National Train Day to celebrate the 
way trains connect people and places: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate supports the 
goals and ideals of National Train Day, as 
designated by Amtrak. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 4733. Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 
LAUTENBERG, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. NELSON of 
Florida, and Mrs. CLINTON) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 4707 proposed by Mr. DODD 
(for himself and Mr. SHELBY) to the bill S. 
2284, to amend the National Flood Insurance 
Act of 1968, to restore the financial solvency 
of the flood insurance fund, and for other 
purposes. 

SA 4734. Mr. ENSIGN (for himself and Mr. 
REID) proposed an amendment to amendment 
SA 4707 proposed by Mr. DODD (for himself 
and Mr. SHELBY) to the bill S. 2284, supra. 

SA 4735. Mr. THUNE (for himself and Mr. 
JOHNSON) submitted an amendment intended 
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