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non-enforcement contacts; he is con-
stantly working to keep Ohioans safe 
through investigations, assisting mo-
torists, and getting drunk and im-
paired drivers off Ohio’s roads. The 
dedication of Trooper Hayslip does not 
end after his shift. It continues in his 
free time as a volunteer working with 
local juvenile traffic offenders and at- 
risk high school students. 

Mr. Speaker, I am very thankful that 
the best trooper in the State of Ohio is 
patrolling Ohio’s Second Congressional 
District. 

Congratulations, Bobby, and contin-
ued success in years to come. 

f 

WHY ARE WE STILL IN IRAQ? 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, with 
this House on the threshold of granting 
the President $183 billion to continue 
the war in Iraq long past his term, it’s 
an appropriate time to ask why are we 
still in Iraq, especially since the Demo-
cratic leadership promised the Amer-
ican people, 2 years ago, that if they 
voted Democrat, we’d move to end the 
war. Why are we still in Iraq? 

Why are we still in Iraq? Iraq had 
nothing to do with 9/11, with al Qaeda’s 
role in 9/11. Iraq didn’t have weapons of 
mass destruction. Why have we lost 
4,000 of our finest troops? Why have we 
seen tens of thousands of Americans in-
jured? Why have we seen over a million 
innocent Iraqis killed? 

The war is based on lies. The Bible 
says, you shall know the truth and the 
truth shall set you free. We need to 
start telling the truth here on this 
floor about the war in Iraq. And we 
need to end the war, end the occupa-
tion, close the bases, bring our troops 
home. Why are we still in Iraq? 

This is a wake-up call for the Amer-
ican people. This is a wake-up call for 
the Congress. This is a wake-up call to 
stand for the truth. 

f 

THE NOBLE THREE 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, America’s 
lawmen are the last strand of wire in 
the fence between the law and the out-
laws. They are all that stands between 
chaos and civilization, between the 
barbarians and the people, and between 
what is good and what is evil. 

As we honor these lawmen, I give 
special attention to the Capitol Police 
Officers. These officers are on duty 24 
hours a day in the halls, on the roof, 
and in the shadows of this Capitol dili-
gently protecting this shrine of democ-
racy. 

Ten years ago, a madman entered the 
Capitol, shot and killed Officer Jacob 

Chestnut. He headed to the majority 
leader’s office and wounded Officer 
Douglas McMillan and tourist Angela 
Dickerson. His shooting stopped after 
he murdered John Gibson, who lit-
erally gave his life for a Member of 
Congress. 

In these hallowed halls, we have por-
traits and statues of great Americans 
that have lived before us, but the spirit 
of duty, sacrifice, and honor is still 
alive and on display daily by those 
Capitol Police who serve us so well. 
They carry on the tradition of Chest-
nut, McMillan, and Gibson, those noble 
three that stood in the line of fire for 
the rest of us. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

HONORING STAFF SERGEANT 
MICHAEL BROUSSARD 

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Today it gives me 
great pleasure to rise in honor of Staff 
Sergeant Michael Broussard of Contra 
Costa County’s own Brentwood, Cali-
fornia, for winning the 25th Best Rang-
er Competition, one of the Army’s ath-
letic achievements. 

Held at Fort Benning, Georgia, the 
competition tests a Ranger’s physical 
and mental toughness and self-dis-
cipline. Of the 28 participants, only 16 
were able to complete the grueling 3- 
day athletic competition, which fea-
tures some of the best athletes in the 
world. 

Despite this honor, I believe Staff 
Sergeant Broussard’s greatest achieve-
ment is that he repeatedly served this 
Nation with distinction by completing 
two deployments to Iraq and two de-
ployments to Afghanistan. 

Mr. Speaker, Sergeant Broussard is a 
true American hero and an example of 
the commitment, dedication, and capa-
bility of our men and women in uni-
form on and off the battlefield. 

f 

THE PRACTICE OF EARMARKS IS 
OUT OF CONTROL 

(Mr. FLAKE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Speaker, many of us 
in this body have realized for quite a 
while that the practice of earmarking 
is out of control. When we herald the 
fact that we had a mere 12,000 ear-
marks last year, as opposed to only 
15,000 a couple of years ago, we know 
that something is wrong. 

But the exercise we went through 
last week was perhaps the best indica-
tion we had yet that we still have a 
long way to go. We authorized the Jus-
tice Department to investigate the ori-
gin of an immaculate earmark, an ear-
mark that wasn’t in either the House 
or Senate version of the bill, that only 
showed up when the President signed 

the legislation. The earmark was not 
in either the House or Senate version. 
Now, one would think that the dis-
covery of an immaculate earmark 
would prompt an immediate congres-
sional investigation. Instead, we wait-
ed 2 years and then authorized the Jus-
tice Department to look into it. 

Mr. Speaker, we owe this great insti-
tution far better than we’re giving it, 
from bridges to nowhere to teapot mu-
seums, to immaculate earmarks that 
we don’t even pass, let alone scrutinize. 
We can do far better than this. 

f 

THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
FOUNDING OF ISRAEL 

(Mr. BARROW asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BARROW. Mr. Speaker, in 6 days, 
on May 14, we observe the 60th anniver-
sary of the declaration of the independ-
ence of the State of Israel. That’s also 
the 60th anniversary, I’m proud to say, 
of the day that the administration of 
President Harry Truman recognized 
the State of Israel as a free and inde-
pendent state. 

Throughout the past 60 years, the re-
lationship between the United States 
and Israel has been based on a shared 
commitment to democratic values. 
Also, for the past 60 years Israel has 
stood on the front lines in confronting 
those who would use terror against ci-
vilian populations as a means of bring-
ing about political change. 

Throughout that time, the United 
States has stood for the political inde-
pendence and the physical security of 
the State of Israel. But we usually find 
ourselves as being in the rear echelons 
as standing behind Israel more than 
standing beside Israel. But not any 
more. 

Ever since 9/11, we in the United 
States have come to realize that we’re 
members of the same club, that we, 
too, stand on the front lines alongside 
Israel in an ongoing war on terror. We 
not only belong to the same philo-
sophical society, we’re also serving in 
the same outfit. 

As we congratulate Israel on its 60th 
birthday, we look forward to the day 
when each of us will be able to devote 
less of our national treasures to the 
vital work of survival and national de-
fense and be able, instead, to devote 
more of our national treasures to more 
profitable enterprises. 

On behalf of my fellow Georgians, I 
congratulate Israel on this milestone, 
and I pledge my best efforts to making 
the next 60 years of our relationship to-
gether years of peace and prosperity. 

f 

STOP HOLDING THE VOTE ON H.R. 
3058 HOSTAGE 

(Mr. WALDEN of Oregon asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 
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