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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing in this vote. 

b 1646 

Mr. SHERMAN changed his vote 
from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So the motion to instruct was re-
jected. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated against: 
Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall 305, I 

was unable to vote because of pressing busi-
ness with my constituents in my home district. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent from this Chamber today. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ 
on rollcall votes 299, 300, 301, 302 and 303 
and ‘‘no’’ on rollcall votes 298, 304 and 305. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE JOHN A. BOEHNER, RE-
PUBLICAN LEADER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KLEIN of Florida) laid before the House 
the following communication from the 
Honorable John A. Boehner, Repub-
lican Leader: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 8, 2008. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI 
Speaker, U.S. Capitol, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI: Pursuant to Section 
1853(a) of the Implementing Recommenda-
tions of the 9/11 Commission Act of 2007 (P.L. 
110–53), I am pleased to appoint Mr. Henry 
Sokolski of Arlington, Virginia and Mr. Ste-
phen Rademaker of McLean, Virginia to the 
Commission on the Prevention of Weapons of 
Mass Destruction Proliferation and Ter-
rorism. 

Both Mr. Sokolski and Mr. Rademaker 
have expressed interest in serving in this ca-
pacity and I am pleased to fulfill their re-
quests. 

Sincerely, 
JOHN A. BOEHNER, 

Republican Leader. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

(Mr. BLUNT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 
my friend from Maryland, the majority 
leader, to tell us about next week’s 
scheduled bills. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the Republican 
whip for yielding. 

On Monday the House will meet in 
pro forma session at 2 p.m. On Tuesday 
the House will meet at 12:30 p.m. for 
morning hour and at 2 p.m. for legisla-

tive business, with votes postponed 
until 6:30 p.m. On Wednesday and 
Thursday, the House will meet at 10 
a.m. for legislative business. On Friday 
no votes are expected at this time. 

We will consider several bills under 
suspension of the rules. A final list of 
suspension bills will be announced, as 
is the custom, by the close of business 
tomorrow. We expect to consider the 
Iraq/Afghanistan supplemental appro-
priations bill. In addition, we also hope 
to consider the farm bill conference re-
port. And it is possible, if the budget 
conference were completed, that we 
might consider that as well. 

Mr. BLUNT. I thank my friend for 
that information. 

Is it likely on the two conference re-
ports you mentioned that the farm bill 
conference report will come before the 
budget conference report? 

Mr. HOYER. It’s likely that that will 
happen. I can’t assert that, but I think 
it’s likely. 

As you know, the farm bill has been 
up to agreement and then back. I un-
derstand it is now agreed to and that 
Mr. PETERSON would like to bring it to 
the floor, assuming that the agreement 
holds, on Wednesday. So I think it’s 
likely. 

Mr. BLUNT. I am told if we went to 
the new budget, there might be some 
additional PAYGO items, but the cur-
rent budget makes that farm bill more 
workable. So I think that might be the 
case. 

Mr. HOYER. If the gentleman will 
yield, I see the chairman on the floor. 
The chairman and I have discussed 
that issue, and that’s why I indicate 
that it is likely. Mr. PETERSON has 
worked extraordinarily hard, along 
with a lot of others. But because he’s 
on the floor, I want to commend Chair-
man PETERSON for the work that he has 
put in on this. It’s been a very rough 
conference and a very rough agree-
ment. But he and Mr. LATOURETTE 
have worked closely together, and I 
congratulate them both. 

Mr. BLUNT. That’s right. Mr. GOOD-
LATTE and Mr. PETERSON have talked 
to both of us a lot about this bill, and 
I think it’s coming to some conclusion 
now. 

Mr. HOYER. I said Mr. LATOURETTE. 
I’m sure he’s worked hard, too, but Mr. 
GOODLATTE is the ranking member. 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. LATOURETTE was 
probably working on the Coast Guard 
issues in the farm bill. 

I would like to ask the gentleman on 
the supplemental, I noticed in a num-
ber of printed reports that one of the 
reasons we didn’t get to the supple-
mental was that the Blue Dogs were 
claiming some credit that the PAYGO 
issue, which you and I actually dis-
cussed last week, was a problem. At 
that time you thought that we might 
be able to waive PAYGO for both the 
GI portion of the supplemental and the 
unemployment insurance portion of 

the supplemental. I wonder where we 
are on that topic of PAYGO as it re-
lates to those two issues. 

Is that a decided issue yet, and how 
would you expect that it may be de-
cided? 

Mr. HOYER. First, let me say that I 
don’t believe that the PAYGO, under 
the proposal that has been made, ap-
plies to the GI Bill, to the Webb bill, or 
to whatever bill there might be. STEPH-
ANIE HERSETH SANDLIN has a bill as 
well. Mr. MITCHELL has worked very 
hard on his bill. But however that 
might be considered, we believe that 
technically it does not need a waiver of 
PAYGO. But, clearly, the unemploy-
ment insurance, which would be con-
sidered as an emergency, as was the 
stimulus for stimulating the economy, 
would be dealt with as an emergency. 

Mr. BLUNT. I was fortunate enough 
to have a meeting with Secretary 
Gates this week, and he, of course, en-
courages us to get this supplemental 
done quickly because, otherwise, they 
immediately get into trying to transfer 
funds around and things that may be 
available but do create huge manage-
ment problems. I do hope we can get 
this done before the Memorial Day 
break, as you suggested we would. 

Mr. HOYER. Will my friend yield? 
Mr. BLUNT. I yield. 
Mr. HOYER. We were trying to get it 

done quickly this week. There were 
some delays, as I recall, in the process. 
That was not the only reason, as the 
gentleman has observed. But we hope 
to get it done quickly. 

Mr. BLUNT. You mentioned the 
other alternatives to the so-called 
Webb bill, and the Herseth Sandlin bill 
that is cosponsored by Mr. BOOZMAN on 
this side, I’m told by our Members and 
frankly some people from the Pentagon 
that it has some real merit over the 
other bill. Since we don’t have any op-
tions in that bill, at least the bill we 
were talking about this week, no op-
tions to bring alternatives to the floor, 
I would hope that we could look at all 
of the alternatives in that part that 
benefit our servicemen and women and 
be sure we’re bringing the best alter-
native the House has available to it to 
the floor next week. 

Mr. HOYER. I appreciate the gentle-
man’s comments. 

I will say that Congresswoman 
HERSETH SANDLIN has worked very 
hard on that. I’m sure Mr. BOOZMAN has 
as well. The committee has addressed 
that bill. It’s a good bill. It’s not as ex-
tensive, as you know, as the Webb bill, 
which has also been worked on pretty 
hard by former Secretary of the Navy 
WEBB, JIM WEBB, the Senator from Vir-
ginia. Both bills obviously seek to 
make sure that our warriors who come 
back, those who have defended freedom 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, that when 
they come back, we invest in their edu-
cation so they, in turn, can grow our 
economy and our country and do what 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 15:08 Nov 08, 2010 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00128 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR08\H08MY8.004 H08MY8er
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
5C

LS
3C

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-12T21:12:21-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




