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H. RES. 49, TO ESTABLISH NA-

TIONAL LETTER CARRIERS AP-
PRECIATION DAY 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2008 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in strong support of H. 
Res. 49, a resolution that establishes National 
Letter Carriers Appreciation Day. 

Letter carriers are vital to the United States 
economy and help keep families and friends in 
touch with one another. They provide mail 
service 6 days a week, in good and bad 
weather, to more than 144 million households. 
The United States Postal Service employs 
more than 705,000 letter carriers who deliver 
more than 43 tons of mail each year. This 
averages to approximately 2,300 letters, 
cards, magazines, and circulars per carrier per 
day. 

In addition, I would like to specifically honor 
Perry Bennet Schmitt, who has delivered mail 
to my District Office since I was first elected 
to Congress in 2000. My staff and I look for-
ward to his daily visits where he brightens our 
day with jokes and stories. Perry has served 
the people of Saint Paul as a letter carrier for 
28 years and has delivered mail on his current 
route for over twenty. It takes him six hours to 
deliver mail each day to over 350 stops. Perry 
is a designated letter carrier trainer and during 
his time with the Post Office has trained over 
a hundred carriers. He is also an active mem-
ber of Local 28 of the National Association of 
Letter Carriers, which represents over 1,000 
members. 

I want to thank Perry and all letter carriers 
for their dedication and urge my colleagues to 
support this resolution. 

f 

HONORING COUNCILMAN GENE 
BELMARES 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2008 

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Councilman Gene Belmares, who will 
be presented with the Liberty Bell Award by 
the Laredo-Webb County Bar Association on 
May 9, 2008. 

Gene Belmares is the son of a decorated 
WorId War II veteran, Ignacio Belmares, and 
Elvira Belmares. He grew up in Laredo, 
Texas, and attended United High School and 
Laredo Junior College. Gene utilized his mar-
keting skills to great effect in his work with 
some of South Texas’s most prestigious com-
panies such as Thomas Petroleum, 
Arguindegui Oil, and WestWind Homes. Gene 
is now enjoying his work with the marketing 
and sales team at the famous La Posada 
Hotel, one of the oldest hotels in South Texas 
that is leading the revitalization of downtown 
Laredo. 

Councilman Belmares was elected to the 
Laredo City Council in 2002, and is seated on 
the Metropolitan Planning Organization, Water 

Issues, Sports Venue, and Legislative Com-
mittees. He is currently serving as Mayor Pro 
Tempore, and is responsible for the unprece-
dented fiscal growth of the City of Laredo for 
the last 6 years through his work on landmark 
ordinances and legacy projects. Councilman 
Belmares also has admirably served the com-
munity of Laredo, Texas, through his civic 
work with the March of Dimes, Muscular Dys-
trophy, and the American Cancer Society. He 
enjoys coaching the Gateway Girls Softball 
League, and the Boys and Girls Club flag foot-
ball. 

Councilman Belmares is a truly deserving 
recipient of the Liberty Bell Award, which is 
given out annually by the Laredo-Webb Coun-
ty Bar Association to those who have dem-
onstrated exemplary community service, and 
contributed to good governance in the commu-
nity. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to have had 
this time to recognize the dedication of Coun-
cilman Belmares to the City of Laredo, and I 
thank you for this time. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO HARVEY 
ALLEN 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2008 

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct pleasure to rise today to honor my friend 
Harvey Allen by entering his name in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD, the official record of the 
proceedings and debates of the United States 
Congress since 1873. Today I pay tribute to 
Harvey Allen for his service as an educator in 
the Nevada higher education system for over 
thirty years. 

Harvey served as a full time professor of 
Broadcasting, English, Journalism, Speech, 
Acting, and Theater at the Community College 
of Southern Nevada for 30 years before retir-
ing at age 75. His dedication to higher edu-
cation stretched beyond the classroom as he 
directed the first student produced play at 
CCSN, served as faculty advisor for the col-
lege newspaper, served as a Faculty Senate 
Member, and established an internship pro-
gram for Broadcasting and Journalism stu-
dents. During this time, Harvey also served as 
a visiting professor at the University of Nevada 
Las Vegas. Harvey’s own education includes 
earning four degrees from Modesto Jr. Col-
lege, San Diego State University, and the Uni-
versity of Nevada, Las Vegas. 

In addition to his work in higher education, 
Harvey has been influential within the broad-
casting community. In 2007, Harvey was in-
ducted into the Nevada Broadcasters Hall of 
Fame citing his many professional accomplish-
ments which included hosting numerous radio 
talk shows and writing for several Las Vegas 
publications. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor the 
life of Harvey Allen. His dedication to enriching 
lives through education and broadcasting has 
touched countless Nevadans. I applaud his ef-
forts and wish him the best in his future en-
deavors. 

TROOPS NEED YOU 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2008 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, throughout our history, Americans 
have risen up to help our troops win wars— 
from merchants and storekeepers in the Revo-
lutionary War to Rosie the Riveter in World 
War II. Today, that tradition continues, as av-
erage citizens directly support our troops in 
Iraq and in Afghanistan. 

A non-profit charity called Troops Need You 
delivers resources our troops need—from 
medical supplies and equipment to school 
supplies and water purification systems, 
Troops Need You was founded by a military 
man himself, Major Eric Egland, an intel-
ligence officer and former counter-terrorism 
operative who has served around the world, 
including in Afghanistan and Iraq. He knows 
what it takes to win. 

Troops Need You has already mobilized 
over one thousand Americans, and is based 
on innovations so effective that they earned 
not only a partnership with General David 
Petraeus but even praise from the President 
of the United States himself. 

We are at a critical point in Iraq, defeating 
the terrorists to deny them a safe haven to at-
tack American families and our allies. Success 
requires more Americans to rise up and help 
our troops succeed. A great way to do that is 
through Troops Need You. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN SCHWARTZ 

HON. MARILYN N. MUSGRAVE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2008 

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the heroism and self 
sacrifice of firefighter John Schwartz, 38, who 
died in the line of duty on Tuesday, April 15, 
2008, while driving to the scene of a brush fire 
threatening a nearby community. 

When John heard the distress call Tuesday 
afternoon from nearby Ordway, Colorado, he 
jumped in his fire engine with Fire Chief Terry 
DeVore to try to help. A massive wild fire was 
burning across the prairie and the smoke was 
so thick that John and Terry could not see the 
bridge burned out in front of them. Terry’s fa-
ther Bruce, a fire department volunteer, was 
right behind them when he noticed their tail 
lights disappear. Bruce and the other fire-
fighters stopped and tried to fight the inferno 
in front of them, but it was a hopeless fight. 

John and Terry were good friends and 
worked together at the Arkansas Valley Cor-
rectional Facility and John had recently joined 
Olney Springs’ volunteer fire department. 
John’s father told a newspaper that John 
joined the department because he liked the 
idea of doing something for the community. 
John attended Centennial High School in 
Pueblo, Colorado, and served in the U.S. Air 
Force for 4 years before returning to the 
Fowler area. John raised horses, cattle, and 
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goats on a small ranch and he loved to hunt 
and shoot with his sons, ages 4 to 15, John, 
Wyatt, Wesley, and Cody. 

John left behind his four boys, as well as his 
parents John and Toni Schwartz. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to represent 
John and other men and women who sacrifice 
so much to care for their communities. I urge 
my colleagues to join me in mourning the loss 
of a great American and in expressing heart-
felt gratitude and sincere appreciation for the 
service of John Schwartz. 

f 

RECOGNIZING WAPSIE VALLEY 
WARRIORS VOLLEYBALL TEAM 

HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2008 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the outstanding results 
achieved by the Wapsie Valley Warriors 
volleyball team at the State volleyball tour-
nament in Cedar Rapids this past fall. 

Wapsie Valley and Holy Trinity were tied at 
two games apiece going into the final match. 
With the game tied at 12, Wapsie Valley got 
a big hit from Carly Wehling and a tip by 
Eryca Hingtgen to get a match point at 14–12. 
Holy Trinity fought off the match point with a 
spike, but Wehling finished out the game with 
her 13th and final kill of the match. 

The third ranked Wapsie Valley (39–1) won 
the first two games and withstood a Holy Trin-
ity comeback to earn a 27–25, 26–24, 22–25, 
20–25, 15–13 victory and their second straight 
Class 1A State volleyball championship. I con-
gratulate the Warriors on their hard fought vic-
tory. 

Madam Speaker, I am extremely proud of 
the accomplishments of the Warrior volleyball 
team, both on and off the court, and I am 
proud to serve them in Congress. 

f 

CONGRATULATING AMERICAN UNI-
VERSITY OF ANTIGUA & BAR-
BUDA 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate American University of Antigua 
& Barbuda on its newly announced initiative 
establishing a school that will address the 
nursing shortage occurring in the United 
States and abroad. 

The American University of Antigua & Bar-
buda aims to create a nursing school that pro-
vides Caribbean nationals with a place to pur-
sue higher education in the healthcare indus-
try as well as an alternative location of study 
for international students. Through its’ historic 
affiliation with CUNY’s Lehman College, AUA 
hopes to improve the medical standards of 
care throughout the Caribbean. The program 
allows AUA students who have completed 
their Associates Degree in Nursing with the 
option to transition directly into the bacca-

laureate program at the Lehman college for a 
mere 2 years. In a time when there is a 6 year 
wait list to attend nursing college, the creation 
of this program serves a model to produce 
more qualified nurses in an attempt to allevi-
ate the nursing shortage. AUA also hopes to 
provide students with scholarships, in order to 
allow those people from lower-income families 
to pursue higher education. 

It is my sincere hope that other Colleges 
and Universities around the world will join the 
American University of Antigua & Barbuda in 
providing feasible alternatives to the nursing 
shortage, while simultaneously allowing mi-
norities and people from lower income families 
to further their education. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SHAWNEE MISSION 
SCHOOL DISTRICT SUPER-
INTENDENT 

HON. DENNIS MOORE 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2008 

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to acknowledge Dr. Marjorie 
Kaplan, Superintendent of the Shawnee Mis-
sion School District, who is retiring at the end 
of this school year, after 16 years of extraor-
dinary leadership for her district, and for the 
greater Kansas City area. 

Dr. Kaplan came to Shawnee Mission in 
1992 after a distinguished career in Arizona. 
She is returning to the Phoenix area where 
she will be close to her children and grand-
children. 

My congressional district is blessed with 
some of the best schools in the country. I 
know many Members of Congress feel that 
way, but I know this is the case. Where I live, 
among many outstanding school districts, 
Shawnee Mission schools remain the gold 
standard in our area. During her tenure, Dr. 
Kaplan has reinforced this perception and con-
tinually raised this standard. 

I have come to admire and respect Dr. 
Kaplan, who has never been shy about giving 
me very good advice on education issues and 
legislation. I know how much good schools 
mean to my constituents, so I have always 
heeded her expertise and guidance. 

The Shawnee Mission district includes older 
suburban areas and is surrounded by newer, 
fast growing areas. Under Dr. Kaplan’s leader-
ship, and thanks to confidence in the district, 
Shawnee Mission patrons have passed a se-
ries of school bond issues which allowed the 
district to renew its building stock, while com-
bining some elementary school populations. 

During the past 16 years, Dr. Kaplan and 
Shawnee Mission schools have: 

Brought rigorous International Baccalaureate 
programming to area high school students 
since 1996, and greatly increased advanced 
placement classes; Strengthened the district’s 
Center for International Studies and further de-
veloped the languages offered through the 
program; Transformed career and technical 
education courses and programs with award 
winning programs in culinary arts, commercial 
baking, graphic design, multimedia, and com-
puter training; Brought in engineering tech-

nology, biotechnology, and biomedical health 
science programs; Introduced the Open Court 
reading program; and Continually produced 
students who outperform their Kansas and US 
peers on standardized tests, including the 
ACT and the SAT. For several years, Shaw-
nee Mission produces about 20 percent of the 
Kansas National Merit finalists, despite having 
only 6 percent of the state’s population. 

Although a talented administrator, Dr. 
Kaplan has made it a point to substitute teach 
in every building throughout the school year. 
Perhaps because of this, her teachers and ad-
ministrators know how much she cares, and 
understands their difficulties and joys at the 
classroom level. Educators today face new 
challenges, with increasing numbers of chil-
dren who do not speak English at home and 
with problems of school funding and federal 
education programs. Despite it all, this district 
has continued to succeed. 

Madam Speaker, thank you for allowing me 
the time to pay tribute to an outstanding edu-
cator who I am proud to call a friend, Dr. Mar-
jorie Kaplan. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DULUTH CENTRAL 
HIGH SCHOOL FOR PARTICIPA-
TION IN THE 2008 WE THE PEO-
PLE NATIONAL FINALS 

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2008 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, from 
May 3–5, 2008, more than 1200 students from 
across the country visited Washington, D.C. to 
take part in the National Finals of We the Peo-
ple: The Citizen and the Constitution, one of 
the most extensive educational programs in 
the country developed to educate young peo-
ple about the U.S. Constitution and Bill of 
Rights. Administered by the Center for Civic 
Education, the We the People program is 
funded by the U.S. Department of Education 
by act of Congress. It is important to note that 
results of independent studies of this nation-
ally acclaimed program have shown that We 
the People students have gained a greater po-
litical tolerance and attained an excellent un-
derstanding of the Constitution and Bill of 
Rights. With many reports and surveys indi-
cating the lack of civic knowledge and civic 
participation, I am pleased to support such a 
superb program that is producing an enlight-
ened and engaged citizenry. 

I am proud to announce that the state of 
Minnesota was represented by a class from 
Duluth Central High School at this prestigious 
national event. These outstanding students, 
through their knowledge of the U.S. Constitu-
tion, won their statewide competition and 
earned the chance to come to our nation’s 
capital and compete at the national level. The 
names of these outstanding students from Du-
luth Central High School are: Leanna Albert-
son, Sharlene Balik, Krista Benko, Gregory 
Bongey, John Brakke, Whitney Buck, Jessica 
Churchill, Kylie Dalager, Alissa EIke, Chad 
Erlemeier, Zack Filipovich, Jordan Foschi, 
Nicholas Foucault, Robert Gitar, Daniel 
Gunderson, Matthew Harold, Elizabeth 
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