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we are now. So I would hope the Repub-
licans would back off their slow-walk-
ing this. Otherwise, we are not going to 
be able to complete these nominations 
before the Memorial Day recess. 

Finally, we are going to do our ut-
most to get a vote on an energy pack-
age before we leave for the Memorial 
Day recess. I repeat, we will likely 
have to have votes on this Friday. We 
will do them as quickly as we can. 
There will be no votes on Monday. We 
have had a number of requests over 
many months for people who have 
things to do in their home States on 
that day. There will be no votes on 
Monday. So that is going to make ev-
erything very difficult next week be-
cause I have outlined the many dif-
ferent things we have to do. 

f 

TRAGEDY IN BURMA 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, over the 

past several days, we have seen a ter-
rible tragedy unfold in Burma. The of-
ficial death toll from that cyclone is 
unknown. But we know the number is 
in the tens of thousands. We have tens 
of thousands missing. 

International aid organizations fear 
we are still in the beginning stages of 
this catastrophe. It is estimated that 
more than a million and a half people 
remain in desperate need of help. They 
are becoming more desperate every 
day. 

Without international aid and exper-
tise, many of these men, women, and 
children will likely lose their lives to 
starvation, dehydration, and disease— 
cholera, typhoid are two among them. 

The relationship between the Bur-
mese regime and the global community 
is complicated, and that is an under-
statement. In this hour of staggering 
desperation, the junta must put poli-
tics aside and accept the outstretched 
hand the world is extending to them. 

Burma is a government run by dic-
tators. They are nondemocratic. We 
have had problems with them for years. 
Senator MCCONNELL has spoken on this 
floor over the years focusing attention 
on the nondemocratic process in 
Burma and how the international com-
munity should join the United States 
in doing something about this. 

Today, finally, one American plane 
was allowed to land in the country— 
one. This is a start, but it is far few too 
many loads of supplies. Not only are 
the supplies having difficulty getting 
in, but the military folks in Burma are 
not allowing the international commu-
nity to help, and they are the ones who 
have the expertise. 

Each day that goes by is a sad day in 
that country. We have seen the pic-
tures over the weekend of the children 
lying dead, having died from typhoid. 

The junta must allow more supplies, 
provide visas to aid workers from 
around the world, and allow those 
workers access to regions and commu-
nities that are suffering very much. 

Senator MCCONNELL and I join to-
gether to say to the junta: Let the 
world in. Let us help. 

f 

CONSUMER FIRST ENERGY ACT 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, on Friday, 
oil hit yet another record high. I do not 
know what it is today. It dropped 50 
cents last night to more than $125 a 
barrel. But on Friday it was above $126 
a barrel. If it drops—which we hope it 
does—to $110, $105, $100, $90, $95, it 
should not be a day of celebration. Oil 
is a difficult problem for our country. 

The average price of a gallon of gaso-
line in America today is now above 
$3.60 a gallon. That is the average. In 
Nevada, it is more than $3.80 a gallon. 
Diesel—the fuel that moves the goods 
we buy—has hit $4.15, on an average, 
around the country. 

Seven years ago, when President 
Bush took office, the average price for 
a gallon of gasoline was about $1.50. 
Now it is 21⁄2 times more than that. 

At first, the steady rise of gas prices 
was a nuisance. Then it became a bur-
den. Now it is a full-blown crisis. More 
than 7 in 10 Americans now say gas 
prices have created financial hardships 
in their lives. Nevadans are paying, on 
average, $3,000 more per year for gaso-
line than they did 7 years ago. 

Millions of working people all across 
America are now spending the first few 
hours of their workday earning back 
what they paid for their commute. It 
costs more than ever to heat and cool 
our homes. Everything costs more. We 
have a problem with these people who 
are paying—in Nevada, $3,000—more 
than they did 7 years ago for gasoline. 
It affects their house payments, car 
payments, their medicine, whether 
they can send their kids to college. It 
is very difficult—what kind of gro-
ceries they buy. It wipes out most va-
cations. 

School districts in Nevada and 
around the country are forced to make 
cutbacks in the classroom because the 
cost of school buses has never been 
higher. I met with the officials of com-
mercial airlines in the United States a 
short time ago in my office across the 
hall. They said almost 50 percent of the 
cost of flying an airplane in America 
today is fuel. It is not that way in Eu-
rope because the dollar is so weak they 
get it much cheaper than we do. 

Small businesses are struggling 
under the burden of record-high ship-
ping costs. The $60, $80 or more Ameri-
cans are paying at the pump means less 
money for other necessities—I have 
mentioned some of them—but the gas 
pump is just the tip of the iceberg. Al-
most every part of the economy is 
weighed down by the price of oil and 
gas. 

The American people deserve both 
short-term and long-term ends to this 
crisis. Last year, Congress took the 
first step by passing new energy legis-

lation that raised fuel economy stand-
ards for the first time in almost 30 
years and required the Bush adminis-
tration to investigate market price 
manipulation. But Republicans blocked 
our efforts to include a mandate for 
clean, renewable electricity, and we 
have seen very little action from the 
White House on market manipulation. 

It is clearly time to take the next 
step by passing the Consumer First En-
ergy Act, which will help lower prices 
in the short term and continues to curb 
our addiction and invest in renewable 
energy to avoid an even greater crisis 
in the long term. 

First, this legislation includes a pro-
vision that ends the billions of dollars 
in tax breaks for oil companies whose 
executives have been hauling record 
profits while we pay record prices. Oil 
executives are making fortunes. The 
oil companies—these international car-
tels is what I call them—are making 
more money than any companies in the 
history of the world. Seven years ago, 
Vice President CHENEY invited oil ex-
ecutives to the White House to write 
our national energy policy. Is it any 
surprise that 7 years later the only 
ones who have benefited from that pol-
icy are the oil companies? 

The second piece of our legislation 
forces the oil companies to do their 
part by investing some of their profits 
in clean and affordable alternative en-
ergy. If we aggressively promote inno-
vation in solar, wind, biofuels, and geo-
thermal energies, we can help lower en-
ergy costs, create hundreds of thou-
sands of new jobs right here in Amer-
ica, and strengthen our national secu-
rity by reducing our dependence on oil- 
producing nations. 

The third provision: We protect the 
American people from price gougers 
and greedy oil traders who manipulate 
the market. Part of the reason for the 
record-high prices of oil is that market 
traders are bidding prices up for their 
own amusement and profit. If you go 
buy a share of General Motors stock, 
you pay a margin of 50 percent. If you 
buy 100,000 gallons of fuel or barrels of 
oil, you pay a 3- to 5-percent margin. 
They have pushed these prices up re-
markably with their speculation. They 
make out like bandits, but the rest of 
us have to face the real-life con-
sequences of their recklessness. 

Now, we also have a provision to 
temporarily stop filling the national 
Strategic Petroleum Reserve, which is 
already 97 percent full, to increase sup-
ply and lower prices. We are told it in-
creases prices by as much as 5 cents a 
gallon. When oil prices come down sig-
nificantly from their current levels, we 
can continue filling the Reserve. For 
now, 97 percent capacity is sufficient. 

Tomorrow for our vote, we are going 
to take this fourth provision out of our 
energy package and we are going to 
vote on that. That will be our second 
vote. It is important that everyone 
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