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(13) the need for strengthened land use regu-

lations and building codes in States at high risk 
for natural catastrophes, and methods to 
strengthen the risk assessment and enforcement 
of structural mitigation and vulnerability reduc-
tion measures, such as zoning and building code 
compliance; 

(14) the benefits and costs of proposed Federal 
natural catastrophe insurance programs (in-
cluding the Federal Government providing rein-
surance to State catastrophe funds, private in-
surers, or other entities), specifically addressing 
the costs to taxpayers, tax equity consider-
ations, and the record of other government in-
surance programs (particularly with regard to 
charging actuarially sound prices); 

(15) the ability of the United States private in-
surance market— 

(A) to cover insured losses caused by natural 
catastrophes, including an estimate of the max-
imum amount of insured losses that could be 
sustained during a single year and the prob-
ability of natural catastrophes occurring in a 
single year that would inflict more insured 
losses than the United States insurance and re-
insurance markets could sustain; and 

(B) to recover after covering substantial in-
sured losses caused by natural catastrophes; 

(16) the impact that demographic trends could 
have on the amount of insured losses inflicted 
by future natural catastrophes; 

(17) the appropriate role, if any, for the Fed-
eral Government in stabilizing the property and 
casualty insurance and reinsurance markets; 
and 

(18) the role of the Federal, State, and local 
governments in providing incentives for feasible 
risk mitigation efforts. 
SEC. 206. REPORT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 9 months 
after the date of enactment of this title, the 
Commission shall submit to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs of the 
Senate and the Committee on Financial Services 
of the House of Representatives a final report 
containing— 

(1) a detailed statement of the findings and 
assessments conducted by the Commission pur-
suant to section 205; and 

(2) any recommendations for legislative, regu-
latory, administrative, or other actions at the 
Federal, State, or local levels that the Commis-
sion considers appropriate, in accordance with 
the requirements of section 205. 

(b) EXTENSION OF TIME.—The Commission 
may request Congress to extend the period of 
time for the submission of the report required 
under subsection (a) for an additional 3 months. 
SEC. 207. POWERS OF THE COMMISSION. 

(a) MEETINGS; HEARINGS.—The Commission 
may hold such hearings, sit and act at such 
times and places, take such testimony, and re-
ceive such evidence as the Commission considers 
necessary to carry out the purposes of this title. 
Members may attend meetings of the Commis-
sion and vote in person, via telephone con-
ference, or via video conference. 

(b) AUTHORITY OF MEMBERS OR AGENTS OF 
THE COMMISSION.—Any member or agent of the 
Commission may, if authorized by the Commis-
sion, take any action which the Commission is 
authorized to take by this title. 

(c) OBTAINING OFFICIAL DATA.— 
(1) AUTHORITY.—Notwithstanding any provi-

sion of section 552a of title 5, United States 
Code, the Commission may secure directly from 
any department or agency of the United States 
any information necessary to enable the Com-
mission to carry out this title. 

(2) PROCEDURE.—Upon request of the Chair-
person, the head of such department or agency 
shall furnish to the Commission the information 
requested. 

(d) POSTAL SERVICES.—The Commission may 
use the United States mails in the same manner 

and under the same conditions as other depart-
ments and agencies of the Federal Government. 

(e) ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT SERVICES.— 
Upon the request of the Commission, the Admin-
istrator of General Services shall provide to the 
Commission, on a reimbursable basis, any ad-
ministrative support services necessary for the 
Commission to carry out its responsibilities 
under this title. 

(f) ACCEPTANCE OF GIFTS.—The Commission 
may accept, hold, administer, and utilize gifts, 
donations, and bequests of property, both real 
and personal, for the purposes of aiding or fa-
cilitating the work of the Commission. The Com-
mission shall issue internal guidelines governing 
the receipt of donations of services or property. 

(g) VOLUNTEER SERVICES.—Notwithstanding 
the provisions of section 1342 of title 31, United 
States Code, the Commission may accept and 
utilize the services of volunteers serving without 
compensation. The Commission may reimburse 
such volunteers for local travel and office sup-
plies, and for other travel expenses, including 
per diem in lieu of subsistence, as authorized by 
section 5703 of title 5, United States Code. 

(h) FEDERAL PROPERTY AND ADMINISTRATIVE 
SERVICES ACT OF 1949.—Subject to the Federal 
Property and Administrative Services Act of 
1949, the Commission may enter into contracts 
with Federal and State agencies, private firms, 
institutions, and individuals for the conduct of 
activities necessary to the discharge of its duties 
and responsibilities. 

(i) LIMITATION ON CONTRACTS.—A contract or 
other legal agreement entered into by the Com-
mission may not extend beyond the date of the 
termination of the Commission. 
SEC. 208. COMMISSION PERSONNEL MATTERS. 

(a) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—The members of the 
Commission shall be allowed travel expenses, in-
cluding per diem in lieu of subsistence, at rates 
authorized for employees of agencies under sub-
chapter I of chapter 57 of title 5, United States 
Code, while away from their homes or regular 
places of business in the performance of services 
for the Commission. 

(b) SUBCOMMITTEES.—The Commission may 
establish subcommittees and appoint members of 
the Commission to such subcommittees as the 
Commission considers appropriate. 

(c) STAFF.—Subject to such policies as the 
Commission may prescribe, the Chairperson may 
appoint and fix the pay of such additional per-
sonnel as the Chairperson considers appropriate 
to carry out the duties of the Commission. The 
Commission shall confirm the appointment of 
the executive director by majority vote of all of 
the members of the Commission. 

(d) APPLICABILITY OF CERTAIN CIVIL SERVICE 
LAWS.—Staff of the Commission may be— 

(1) appointed without regard to the provisions 
of title 5, United States Code, governing ap-
pointments in the competitive service; and 

(2) paid without regard to the provisions of 
chapter 51 and subchapter III of chapter 53 of 
that title relating to classification and General 
Schedule pay rates, except that an individual so 
appointed may not receive pay in excess of the 
annual rate of basic pay prescribed for GS–15 of 
the General Schedule under section 5332 of that 
title. 

(e) EXPERTS AND CONSULTANTS.—In carrying 
out its objectives, the Commission may procure 
temporary and intermittent services of consult-
ants and experts under section 3109(b) of title 5, 
United States Code, at rates for individuals 
which do not exceed the daily equivalent of the 
annual rate of basic pay prescribed for GS–15 of 
the General Schedule under section 5332 of that 
title. 

(f) DETAIL OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES.— 
Upon request of the Chairperson, any Federal 
Government employee may be detailed to the 
Commission to assist in carrying out the duties 
of the Commission— 

(1) on a reimbursable basis; and 
(2) such detail shall be without interruption 

or loss of civil service status or privilege. 
SEC. 209. TERMINATION. 

The Commission shall terminate 90 days after 
the date on which the Commission submits its 
report under section 206. 
SEC. 210. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There are authorized to be appropriated to the 
Commission, such sums as may be necessary to 
carry out this title, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

TITLE III—MISCELLANEOUS 
SEC. 301. BIG SIOUX RIVER AND SKUNK CREEK, 

SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA. 
The project for flood control, Big Sioux River 

and Skunk Creek, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 
authorized by section 101(a)(28) of the Water 
Resources Development Act of 1996 (110 Stat. 
3666), is modified to authorize the Secretary to 
reimburse the non-Federal interest for funds ad-
vanced by the non-Federal interest for the Fed-
eral share of the project, only if additional Fed-
eral funds are appropriated for that purpose. 
SEC. 302. SUSPENSION OF PETROLEUM ACQUISI-

TION FOR STRATEGIC PETROLEUM 
RESERVE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-
section (b) and notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law, during the period beginning on 
the date of enactment of this Act and ending on 
December 31, 2008— 

(1) the Secretary of the Interior shall suspend 
acquisition of petroleum for the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve through the royalty-in-kind pro-
gram; and 

(2) the Secretary of Energy shall suspend ac-
quisition of petroleum for the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve through any other acquisition 
method. 

(b) RESUMPTION.—Not earlier than 30 days 
after the date on which the President notifies 
Congress that the President has determined that 
the weighted average price of petroleum in the 
United States for the most recent 90-day period 
is $75 or less per barrel— 

(1) the Secretary of the Interior may resume 
acquisition of petroleum for the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve through the royalty-in-kind pro-
gram; and 

(2) the Secretary of Energy may resume acqui-
sition of petroleum for the Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve through any other acquisition method. 

(c) EXISTING CONTRACTS.—In the case of any 
oil scheduled to be delivered to the Strategic Pe-
troleum Reserve pursuant to a contract entered 
into by the Secretary of Energy prior to, and in 
effect on, the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, negotiate a deferral of the delivery of 
the oil for a period of not less than 1 year, in ac-
cordance with procedures of the Department of 
Energy in effect on the date of enactment of this 
Act for deferrals of oil. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to 
reconsider the vote, and I move to lay 
that motion on the table. 

The motion to lay on the table was 
agreed to. 

f 

PUBLIC SAFETY EMPLOYER-EM-
PLOYEE COOPERATION ACT OF 
2007—MOTION TO PROCEED—Re-
sumed 

CLOTURE MOTION 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will report the motion 
to invoke cloture. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
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Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the motion to 
proceed to Calendar No. 275, H.R. 980, the 
Public Safety Employer-Employee Coopera-
tion Act. 

Edward M. Kennedy, Robert Menendez, 
Russell D. Feingold, Patty Murray, 
Daniel K. Inouye, Amy Klobuchar, 
Debbie Stabenow, Ron Wyden, Barbara 
Boxer, Christopher J. Dodd, John D. 
Rockefeller, IV, Jon Tester, Sheldon 
Whitehouse, Frank R. Lautenberg, 
Sherrod Brown, Jeff Bingaman, John 
F. Kerry. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. By unanimous consent, the man-
datory quorum call is waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the motion to 
proceed to H.R. 980, the Public Safety 
Employer-Employee Cooperation Act, 
shall be brought to a close? 

There is 2 minutes of debate, equally 
divided. 

The Senator from Massachusetts is 
recognized. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, this is 
the legislation to provide a voice for 
our public safety offices. We have spent 
a great deal of time in the Senate on 
homeland security, but the key to ef-
fective homeland security is having ef-
fective firefighters, police officials, and 
first responders. They are the individ-
uals who are really protecting our 
homeland. They are the ones who 
should have a voice in decisions affect-
ing the security of our country. This 
legislation provides them with that, to 
ensure greater safety and security for 
all Americans. I hope the Senate will 
support the cloture motion. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Who yields time? 

The Senator from Wyoming is recog-
nized. 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, once again, 
we have one of those bills that has 
never been to committee. I guess we 
are afraid to take labor issues to the 
Labor Committee. We ought to be able 
to review these things and work on 
them as we do on other kinds of bills, 
but that is not happening on the labor 
issues. We are just going to play 
‘‘gotcha’’ politics. 

This bill will take longer than a 
minute or an hour or a day just to 
cover some of the flaws that are in this 
bill. Some of the things that have 
shown up in the substitute bill never 
got introduced on this one. So we can 
see how this doesn’t work. This will af-
fect all 50 States. This is an oppor-
tunity for you to impose the will of the 
Federal Government on your State. I 
don’t think you really want to do that. 
We need to have a little bit more than 
a minute to discuss that. 

I think the leadership is asking for 
people to vote for this amendment. We 
have agreed that we would go to it 
right after lunch. This isn’t a matter of 
stalling out in the Senate; it is a mat-
ter of trying to get the right decision 
made. I ask you to look at these 

things. It ought to go to the Labor 
Committee so that reasonable sugges-
tions can be made. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. The question is on 
agreeing to the motion. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. KYL. The following Senators are 

necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE) and the Sen-
ator from Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN). 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Are there any other Senators in 
the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 69, 
nays 29, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 126 Leg.] 

YEAS—69 

Akaka 
Baucus 
Bayh 
Biden 
Bingaman 
Boxer 
Brown 
Byrd 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Chambliss 
Clinton 
Coleman 
Collins 
Conrad 
Dodd 
Domenici 
Dorgan 
Durbin 
Feingold 
Feinstein 

Grassley 
Gregg 
Hagel 
Harkin 
Hatch 
Inouye 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Kerry 
Klobuchar 
Kohl 
Landrieu 
Lautenberg 
Leahy 
Levin 
Lieberman 
Lincoln 
Martinez 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Mikulski 
Murkowski 

Murray 
Nelson (FL) 
Nelson (NE) 
Obama 
Pryor 
Reed 
Reid 
Rockefeller 
Salazar 
Sanders 
Schumer 
Smith 
Snowe 
Specter 
Stabenow 
Stevens 
Sununu 
Tester 
Thune 
Voinovich 
Webb 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—29 

Alexander 
Allard 
Barrasso 
Bennett 
Bond 
Brownback 
Bunning 
Burr 
Coburn 
Cochran 

Corker 
Cornyn 
Craig 
Crapo 
DeMint 
Dole 
Ensign 
Enzi 
Graham 
Hutchison 

Isakson 
Kyl 
Lugar 
Roberts 
Sessions 
Shelby 
Vitter 
Warner 
Wicker 

NOT VOTING—2 

Inhofe McCain 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. On this vote, the yeas are 69, the 
nays are 29. Three-fifths of the Sen-
ators duly chosen and sworn having 
voted in the affirmative, the motion is 
agreed to. 

Mr. REID. I move to reconsider the 
vote, and I move to lay that motion on 
the table. 

The motion to lay on the table was 
agreed to. 

f 

PUBLIC SAFETY EMPLOYER-EM-
PLOYEE COOPERATION ACT OF 
2007 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader. 

Mr. REID. Is the Chair going to re-
port the bill now? 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the mo-
tion to proceed is agreed to. The clerk 
will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 980) to provide collective bar-
gaining rights for public safety officers em-
ployed by States or their political subdivi-
sions. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader. 

AMENDMENT NO. 4751 

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute) 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, on behalf of 
Senator KENNEDY and Senator GREGG, I 
send a substitute to the desk. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID], for 
Mr. GREGG, for himself, and Mr. KENNEDY, 
proposes an amendment numbered 4751. 

(The amendment is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’) 

f 

RECESS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask that 
the Senate now stand in recess under 
the previous order. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:38 p.m., 
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. CARPER). 

f 

PUBLIC SAFETY EMPLOYER-EM-
PLOYEE COOPERATION ACT OF 
2007—Continued 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, 46 
years ago, President Kennedy des-
ignated this week to honor our first re-
sponders, particularly police officers 
who have lost their lives in the line of 
duty. 

This week is National Police Week, 
and Thursday is National Peace Offi-
cers Memorial Day. Here in Wash-
ington, DC, and across the country, our 
communities are honoring the con-
tributions of their public safety offi-
cers. 

I think all of us in this body would 
agree that our police officers, our fire-
fighters, paramedics, and all of our 
first responders are heroes. Their jobs 
are dangerous and they are extremely 
demanding. Unfortunately, they too 
often do not get the respect and grati-
tude they deserve. And that is why I 
rise this afternoon to urge my col-
leagues to support the Public Safety 
Employee-Employer Cooperation Act, 
which would take a small step toward 
repaying that sacrifice. 
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