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police force longer than in New York 
City. I got the rating I needed on the 
bonds and was able to build the water 
project. It has been a good source—and 
still is a good source—of water. But 
now the town has had another one of 
those booms where they probably dou-
bled or maybe tripled in size. That will 
require a lot more water. Water is a 
basic need for communities. So I do not 
feel comfortable imposing on them any 
kind of requirements of how they are 
supposed to do their business. They are 
right there where the people are. They 
are in the best position to know what 
the community needs and wants the 
most. 

When I was mayor, I used to talk 
about the ‘‘oh, by the ways.’’ That is 
when you are walking down the street 
or you are out to dinner, even with 
your family, and people come up and 
say: Oh, by the way, I have this little 
problem. Don’t get up and solve it 
right now. Tomorrow will be fine. But 
they do intend for you to solve that 
problem by tomorrow. 

Now, the whole discussion today has 
made it sound as though municipalities 
are enemies of public service and pub-
lic safety employees. I do not know of 
any communities where that is true. 
To make it sound as though the whole 
country works against the policeman, 
against the fireman, against the first 
responders because there is not a col-
lective bargaining law, is wrong. There 
is an old expression: You can’t fight 
city hall. My opinion of that is, if you 
can’t, you never tried it. Because the 
people at city hall are responsive. The 
mayors and the council keep their job 
if they take care of the problems the 
people have. If they do not, they are 
out of there—probably not just one at a 
time, but en masse. They do not try to 
pick out exactly who made the bad de-
cisions; they just get rid of them. So 
towns have to be responsive to all of 
their employees. 

As I said before, I think there are 
probably a lot of employees out there 
who say: How come I am not impor-
tant? How come just the firefighters, 
just the police, just the first responders 
are important? I am important too, 
and this leaves me out. 

So we are trying to make some 
points while a big public relations 
event is going on here this week. I fi-
nally figured out that is why this bill 
has been brought up at this time, even 
though it has not gone through com-
mittee or had any hearings in the Sen-
ate. On bills that came before this com-
mittee before, we tried to avoid the 
heat of the moment because I have 
found in legislating, if it is worth re-
acting to, it is worth overreacting to. I 
think what we have here is a little bit 
of an overreaction, and there is not 
going to be much chance to make any 
changes in it. 

I have been kind of keeping track of 
time here. I know we had about the 

same number of speakers, but we cer-
tainly did not have the same amount of 
time to speak. I also know the leader 
also already sent out the word there 
were not going to be any more votes 
today. Well, since we have not gotten 
to address this bill before with the rest 
of the body, I have asked all of them to 
pay attention to the amendments we 
are doing. But I would hesitate to offer 
any more amendments when I know ev-
erybody has gone home. They are all 
out to dinner by now. 

I do not think this is the way we 
should try to do business. I do not 
think it was intentional. But I think it 
certainly puts us at a disadvantage 
when we are trying to bring up some 
things that point out some difficulties 
with this particular bill—offering some 
responsible amendments, regardless of 
how they are portrayed. 

So with that, I yield the floor and 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I 
think we have had a good discussion 
today on this legislation. I hope we will 
have a chance to look over the RECORD 
tonight. We have four pending amend-
ments. We understood Members wanted 
to talk about these measures, and they 
wanted to give consideration to them. 
So we will be ready. There is another 
group of amendments that I believe 
have been filed, but we are checking 
with their authors whether they want 
to call those up. So I think in the to-
tality of things we have made some 
good progress today. 

I understand we will be on this legis-
lation in the mid or late morning to-
morrow. We look forward to that op-
portunity to further respond to ques-
tions and to consider other amend-
ments. We would certainly look for-
ward to the authors of these amend-
ments being ready to give consider-
ation to voting on some of these meas-
ures. I think they are all—at least the 
amendments we have seen—pretty 
straightforward. I have responded to a 
few this afternoon. We will have a 
chance to further respond in the morn-
ing. But I think we will be prepared to 
keep the process moving and move 
ahead. There are matters which should 
be discussed and debated. We look for-
ward to that debate and discussion as 
well tomorrow. 

At least now, we have no further 
speakers on this legislation at this 
time. I see our friend from Iowa on his 
feet. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 

proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The Senator from Iowa. 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent to speak for 15 min-
utes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
(The remarks of Mr. GRASSLEY per-

taining to the introduction of S. 3014 
are printed in today’s RECORD under 
‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and 
Joint Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 
yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont is recognized. 

f 

SURVIVAL OF THE MIDDLE CLASS 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, about 
a month ago on my Web site, which is 
sanders.senate.gov, I requested that 
Vermonters e-mail me about what the 
collapse of the middle class means to 
them personally—not in esoteric eco-
nomic terms but in a sense of what 
they are going through. 

Frankly, we are a small State, and 
our people are pretty reticent. People 
in Vermont don’t like to open up and 
tell everybody all of the problems they 
have. They try to keep it to them-
selves. We expected that we would re-
ceive perhaps a few dozen replies. In 
fact, over the last month, we have re-
ceived some 700 e-mails that came into 
my office talking about how people in 
the middle class today are trying des-
perately to survive. About 90 percent of 
the e-mails came from the State of 
Vermont. We have had a number from 
around the rest of the country. 

I sometimes think that many of our 
colleagues here really don’t have much 
of a clue about what is going on in the 
real world. It is no great secret that 
the Halls of Congress are filled with 
lobbyists who make hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars a year representing the 
energy companies, the coal companies, 
the oil companies, the drug companies, 
the insurance companies, the banks, 
and the credit card companies. They 
are all over the place, and they try to 
influence—and are successful in many 
instances—in influencing Congress to 
pass legislation that protects the inter-
ests of multinational corporations or 
the wealthiest people in this country. 
It is far too rare that we hear the pain 
and the reality of life that is going on 
among ordinary people, especially peo-
ple who come from a rural State such 
as mine. 

What I wish to do is spend most of 
my time doing nothing more than just 
reading to my colleagues and for the 
American people some of the reality 
that takes place in a small, rural State 
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