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This is an issue that must be dealt with 
in a number of ways, including repeal-
ing the so-called Enron loophole. 

I conclude by saying what I think the 
American people know. They know our 
middle class is in deep distress, that 
people who have worked their whole 
lives hoping to enjoy a secure retire-
ment are not going to have that retire-
ment. We have heard from young peo-
ple who are very worried about how, if 
ever, they are going to be able to pay 
off their very high college loans, and 
we heard about other people who can-
not afford to go to college. 

The time is very much overdue for 
the Congress to stop listening to the 
oil companies, the speculators, the 
banks, and the credit card companies 
and all these people who make huge 
sums of money and who pay their CEOs 
obscene compensation packages and 
start listening to ordinary Americans 
who, to a great degree, are not having 
their voices heard. That is what our job 
is. That is what we swore to do when 
we swore to uphold the Constitution. I 
think we swore to uphold the needs of 
the American people. 

I hope we can move forward in ad-
dressing the energy crisis short term. 
Long term, of course, we need to trans-
form our energy system away from fos-
sil fuels and foreign oil into energy ef-
ficiency and sustainable energy. I know 
you and I, Mr. President, have worked 
on a number of pieces of legislation 
that will move this country in that di-
rection, and that is what we have to do. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 
SERGEANT FIRST CLASS LAWRENCE D. EZELL 
Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I rise 

today to honor the life of a soldier 
whose work defusing bombs and traps 
in Iraq and Afghanistan saved count-
less American, Iraqi, and Afghani lives. 
Army SFC Lawrence Ezell, of Foun-
tain, CO—a hero by all standards—was 
killed on April 30 when a roadside 
bomb detonated near his unit. Assigned 
to the 62nd Ordnance Company, 71st 
Ordnance Group, out of Fort Carson, 
Sergeant Ezell was 30 years old. 

I know of no words that can properly 
honor Lawrence Ezell’s sacrifice or 
measure the depth of his courage. Serv-
ing in an ordnance company requires a 
fortitude, a strength of mind, and a 
professionalism that few possess and 
even fewer are brave enough to sum-
mon for the task. It is a job with no 
room for error and no respite from dan-
ger. It demands a steady hand. It re-
quires even steadier wits. 

Sergeant First Class Ezell performed 
his job day in and day out in the most 
dangerous places in the world. In 2003 
and 2004, he was in Iraq. In 2005 and 
2006, he was in Afghanistan. And this 
time he was back in Baghdad, trying to 
bring a measure of calm to its violent 
streets. 

We cannot know how many American 
servicemembers are alive today thanks 

to Sergeant Ezell’s work, or how many 
Iraqi or Afghani citizens were saved 
from a devastating blast. We do know, 
however, how talented Sergeant Ezell 
was, and what a gifted leader he proved 
to be. He was highly decorated for his 
service. His awards included the Bronze 
Star, the Army Commendation Medal, 
the Army Achievement Medal, and the 
Senior Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
Badge. 

He was the type of soldier who has 
earned the admiration and praise of 
our Nation, generation after genera-
tion. He was the type of soldier who 
Douglas MacArthur hailed in a 1962 ad-
dress to cadets at West Point. The type 
of soldier who ‘‘prays for peace, for he 
must suffer and bear the deepest 
wounds and scars of war.’’ The type of 
soldier who typifies the creed of ‘‘duty, 
honor, and country.’’ 

‘‘In twenty campaigns,’’ General 
MacArthur told the cadets, ‘‘on a hun-
dred battlefields, around a thousand 
campfires, I have witnessed that endur-
ing fortitude, that patriotic self-abne-
gation, and that invincible determina-
tion which have carved his statue in 
the hearts of his people. From one end 
of the world to the other, he has 
drained deep the chalice of courage.’’ 

Sergeant Ezell’s chalice of courage 
must have been bottomless. There is no 
other way to explain how a man can 
rise each morning, thousands of miles 
from his family, step into streets torn 
by sectarian strife, and put his life on 
the line to defuse bombs, day after day. 
He was a peacemaker in a land of great 
turmoil. 

To Sergeant Ezell’s wife Christina, 
his parents Rebecca and Lawrence, and 
all his family and friends, our thoughts 
and prayers are with you. Sergeant 
Ezell’s humbling service was beyond 
anything a nation can expect from its 
citizens. You can be certain that his 
country will never forget him, and 
never cease to honor his sacrifice. 

f 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, 10 
Louisiana law enforcement officers 
were killed in the line of duty this past 
year, and they are being recognized in 
Washington this week as part of Na-
tional Police Week. I welcome their 
families and colleagues to the Nation’s 
Capital. These officers lost their lives 
while serving their communities and 
are being honored for their courage and 
the ultimate sacrifice they made to 
serve and protect the citizens of Lou-
isiana. 

National Police Week is collabo-
rative effort to honor the service and 
sacrifice of America’s law enforcement 
community and includes the National 
Law Enforcement Officers Memorial 
Fund, NLEOMF, the Fraternal Order of 
Police/Fraternal Order of Police Auxil-
iary, FOP/FOA, and the Concerns of 
Police Survivors, COPS. 

Officers from around the country and 
the families of fallen officers travel to 
Washington, DC, for events including 
the Peace Officers Memorial Day Serv-
ice at the U.S. Capitol and the Na-
tional Police Survivor’s Conference. In 
addition, the names of our 10 Louisiana 
heroes will be engraved on the National 
Law Enforcement Officers Memorial 
along with 348 other names from 
around the country. The names will 
also be read at a candlelight vigil at 
the memorial this week. 

The following brave police officers 
and Sheriff’s deputies gave their lives 
to protect our Louisiana communities: 
Patrolman Brian Keith Coleman, Alex-
andria Police Department; Detective 
Thelonious Anthony Dukes, Sr., New 
Orleans Police Department; Sergeant 
R. Alan Inzer, Calcasieu Parish Sher-
iff’s Office; Deputy Hilery Alexander 
Mayo, Jr., St. Tammany Parish Sher-
iff’s Office; Deputy Joshua E. Norris, 
Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office; Ser-
geant Linden Albert Raimer, St. Tam-
many Parish Sheriff’s Office; Chief 
David Gerald Richard, Port Barre Po-
lice Department; Sergeant John Rus-
sell Smith, Bastrop Police Department; 
Detective Charles Douglas Wilson, Jr., 
Bastrop Police Department; and Dep-
uty Yvonne D. Pettit, Washington Par-
ish Sheriff’s Office. 

The sacrifices of our heroic law en-
forcement officers remind us that it is 
Congress’s responsibility to ensure the 
Federal Government looks after our 
disabled officers and firefighters, as 
well as the families of our fallen and 
disabled first responders. They put 
themselves in harm’s way each day so 
that the rest of us may live safely and 
peacefully in a free society. There is no 
group more deserving of our full sup-
port, and the truth is, our Federal Gov-
ernment has not done enough to care 
for and honor these officers, their fami-
lies, and their sacrifice. 

National Police Week provides an op-
portunity for us to reflect on our law 
enforcement officers’ contributions to 
building safe and productive commu-
nities in Louisiana and across the 
country. I ask the Senate to join me in 
honoring these 10 Louisiana fallen offi-
cers, their families, and their col-
leagues across the country for their un-
wavering service and dedication to 
keeping us safe. 

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I wish 
today to commemorate the hard work 
and sacrifices made daily by law en-
forcement officers all across our great 
land. Many officers have lost their 
lives in the line of duty so that our 
families and communities may remain 
safe. We must never forget those who 
have given their lives to protect us all. 

In 1962 President John F. Kennedy 
first declared the annual celebration of 
Peace Officers Memorial Day and Na-
tional Police Week in ‘‘recognition of 
the service given by the men and 
women who, night and day, stand guard 
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