
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 6 8521 May 13, 2008 
the highly regarded expert on constitu-
tional law at Harvard Law School who 
has been so helpful to us for decades on 
the many important constitutional 
issues we often deal with in the Senate 
and the House of Representatives. 

But another side of Larry came to 
light last month in a very moving 
front-page article of the ‘‘Scope’’ sec-
tion in the April 16 Shanghai Daily 
newspaper in China. 

Shanghai is Larry’s birthplace and he 
recently returned there for the first 
time for the Harvard Alumni Associa-
tion’s ‘‘Global Conference in Shang-
hai.’’ He was interviewed by a reporter 
for the newspaper during the visit. 

As the article states, Larry was born 
in Shanghai in October 1941. His father 
was a Russian American who had been 
living in northeastern China where he 
had met his wife. When war broke out 
between China and Japan in the 1930s, 
they moved to Shanghai to be safer, be-
cause the city welcomed Jewish refu-
gees. The Japanese occupied Shanghai, 
however, and after Pearl Harbor, Japa-
nese soldiers arrested Larry’s father 
and held him in a concentration camp 
because of his American citizenship. 
Larry and his mother were not allowed 
to visit him until near the end of the 
war, and after the war, the family 
came to the United States. 

During those early years in China, 
Larry attended kindergarten at the 
Shanghai American school. He remem-
bers that when he finally saw the con-
centration camp, he was shocked by its 
harsh conditions, and he says the expe-
rience may have influenced his deci-
sion years later to become a lawyer in-
volved in fighting for justice and 
human rights. 

As the author of the article, Yan 
Zhen, writes, ‘‘Who would have 
thought a frightened little boy who 
once ran through the streets of Shang-
hai during World War II would go on to 
become one of the most revered legal 
minds in the United States?’’ 

Mr. President, I believe all of us who 
know and work with Larry Tribe will 
have even greater respect for him be-
cause of this extraordinary part of his 
life. He truly has lived the American 
Dream. I ask unanimous consent that 
the article be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From Shanghai Daily, Apr. 16, 2008] 
A LIFE SPENT IN SEARCH OF JUSTICE—AMAZ-

ING LEGAL MIND FORGED IN OLD SHANGHAI 
Laurence Tribe is regarded as one of the 

foremost constitutional law experts in the 
United States. The Jewish professor’s books 
on the subject are compulsory reading for as-
piring—and practicing—lawyers. 

He was once voted the most admired living 
alumni of the Harvard Law School where he 
is a professor while one of his former re-
search assistants was none other than US 
presidential hopeful Barack Obama. 

Tribe’s life has been filled with achieve-
ments and accolades—and much of it may 

have to do with his early years in Shanghai. 
He may have lived here for just five and a 
half years, but all of these years later Tribe 
readily acknowledges it was a special experi-
ence that helped shape his life. 

After more than six decades, the premier 
scholar and lawyer recently returned to his 
birthplace for the first time during the Har-
vard Alumni Association’s Global Conference 
in Shanghai. 

It was an incredible return to the city, he 
tells Shanghai Daily in an exclusive inter-
view. ‘‘It was an amazing homecoming,’’ he 
says with some emotion. 

Tribe was born in Shanghai in 1941 and re-
mained here until his family moved to the 
United States at the end of World War II. 

His father George Israel Tribe was a Rus-
sian American who had lived in Harbin, cap-
ital of China’s northeastern Heilongjiang 
Province, where he met his wife Polia 
Diatlovitsky during the war. 

For safety reasons, the family moved south 
to Shanghai. But just one day after the Japa-
nese occupation of the city, George Tribe 
was taken away by Japanese soldiers due to 
his American citizenship and thrown into a 
concentration camp. 

Only as the end of the war approached were 
young Tribe and his mother allowed to visit 
his father at the camp which he recalls was 
located on Suzhou Creek, near a tobacco fac-
tory. 

‘‘I was quite struck by physical features of 
the camp,’’ Tribe recalls. ‘‘My sense of jus-
tice rose . . . he didn’t do anything wrong, 
why should he be in such a place?’’ 

Obviously Tribe was too young to under-
stand what American citizenship meant at 
the time and, being a little boy, he simply 
felt it was unfair that his father had been 
thrown behind bars. 

‘‘Maybe that influenced my decision many 
years later to become a lawyer interested in 
human rights,’’ he says. 

Tribe, 66, is widely regarded as the leading 
practitioner and scholar of US constitutional 
law. He has helped draft the constitutions of 
countries including Russia, South Africa, the 
Czech Republic and the Marshall Islands. 

At Harvard, where he has taught since 1968, 
Tribe achieved a tenure professorship before 
the age of 30 and he was ranked the most ad-
mired law professor still living in a survey of 
more than 13,000 Harvard Law School alum-
ni. 

Tribe, who is also a fellow of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, says he has 
taught more than 25,000 students over the 
past 40 years. Among them are John Roberts, 
the US chief justice, and Obama, a current 
US presidential candidate who worked as 
Tribe’s research assistant for a year. 

‘‘Amazing’’ seemed to be the most frequent 
word used by Tribe during his visit to Shang-
hai last month. Not just because of the ex-
traordinary development of the city but 
more importantly, because he got the chance 
to track down the residences where he once 
lived. 

While having dinner at a friend’s house, 
Tribe came across a lady who helped his 
vague recollections of Shanghai when she 
produced the 1941 Shanghai Directory. 

The historic document recording members 
of the Jewish community in Shanghai clear-
ly showed that the Tribe family had lived on 
Lafayette Avenue (now Fuxing Road) before 
later moving in to the Picardie Apartments 
(now the Hengshan Hotel) on Hengshan 
Road. 

Records also showed Tribe attended kin-
dergarten at the Shanghai American School 
at that time—all places he visited. 

‘‘It’s so amazing to find buildings are still 
there in a city of such dynamic develop-
ment,’’ the Jewish scholar says after visiting 
his former residences. 

‘‘Some of the things are a little bit famil-
iar, but I was very small at that time (to re-
member everything). 

‘‘Many things have changed at Picardie 
but I definitely remember the balcony. I re-
member standing there looking at the street 
when I was about four,’’ Tribe adds, his eyes 
lighting up. 

What is even more amazing is that Tribe 
even managed to find the name of his grand-
father in the old Shanghai directory and got 
the chance to visit his grandparents’ former 
home on Seymour Road (now Shaanxi Road 
N.), where he would often visit. 

Tribe says he would have liked to have 
brought his son and daughter and grand-
children to Shanghai, but sadly their busy 
schedules prevented them from doing so. 
Both children are accomplished artists and 
art theorists. 

Before coming though, Tribe’s daughter 
gave him a digital camera and asked him to 
take pictures of the places where he grew up 
so that he could share the memories with the 
rest of his family. 

‘‘It would still be nice to bring my grand-
children here one day,’’ he says. ‘‘I am enor-
mously grateful to Shanghai. I would not 
exist but for Shanghai. Not only because I 
was born here but this city welcomed Jews 
and other refugees at a time when no one 
else would take them.’’ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CONGRESSMAN 
WILLIAM LOUIS ‘‘BILL’’ DICKINSON 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, today 
I pay tribute to my friend, former Con-
gressman William Louis ‘‘Bill’’ Dickin-
son, who recently passed away after an 
extended illness. He represented the 
Second District of Alabama as a Mem-
ber of Congress from 1965 to 1993. 

Bill was born in Opelika, AL, on June 
25, 1925. After graduating from Opelika 
public schools, he enlisted in the Navy, 
serving from 1943 to 1946 and then 
joined the Air Force Reserves. 

After graduating from the University 
of Alabama Law School, Bill returned 
to Opelika where he practiced law be-
fore becoming an Opelika city judge. 
He later served as a judge of the Lee 
County Juvenile Court, and as a judge 
for the Fifth Judicial Circuit of Ala-
bama. 

In 1964, Bill was elected as a Repub-
lican to Congress for the Second Dis-
trict of Alabama. He was known to his 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle as 
an honest and collegial statesman and 
a first-rate legislator. The people of 
southeast Alabama were proud of Bill’s 
work in representing them in Congress, 
as evidenced by his election to 14 terms 
in the U.S. House of Representatives. 
Bill never wavered from his conserv-
ative principles. It would be difficult to 
count the ways that Alabama and our 
Nation benefited from Bill’s time in 
Congress. Though we did not serve to-
gether, I knew him well, campaigning 
for him when I was in college and bene-
fiting from his strong support and wise 
advice since I have been in the Senate. 
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As a long standing member of the 

House Armed Services Committee, he 
worked arduously for our men and 
women in uniform. His work was deci-
sive in supporting military bases in 
Alabama that have become strong, en-
during installations like Maxwell Air 
Force Base and Fort Rucker. He was a 
fixture on the Armed Services Com-
mittee, serving 10 years as ranking 
member. Indeed, it was ironic that if he 
had chosen to seek another term, he 
would have been the chairman of the 
House Armed Services Committee. As 
the committee’s leading Republican, he 
gave his support to President Reagan’s 
defense buildup in the 1980s which 
helped to bring down the Soviet Union. 
Our Nation’s military continues to 
reap the benefits of programs and poli-
cies adopted under his watch. 

There are times when our Nation has 
to defend itself and Bill Dickinson 
fully understood that reality. That 
knowledge made him a steadfast advo-
cate for the proposition that the best 
way to peace was through strength. 

Finally, despite all of his accomplish-
ments, Bill’s family and his many 
friends will miss his wit and humor. As 
we say in the South, he was ‘‘good 
company’’. People loved to hear him 
speak. The smiles on the faces of the 
audience would start even before he 
reached the podium. His humor and a 
realistic approach to life were surely 
great assets to his work. 

He is survived by his wife, Barbara, 
four children, and grandchildren. They 
have all been superb citizens, and I am 
proud to say that his son, Bill, worked 
for me when I was attorney general 
doing a great job for the people of the 
State of Alabama. 

Our State and our Nation are better 
places because of Bill Dickinson’s lead-
ership. Let his service be an example 
for those of us who continue to serve in 
public office. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SANDER LURIE 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, 
today I pay tribute to a truly remark-
able person. Sander Lurie came to my 
office as legislative director in 2001, 
and was an integral member of my 
staff for 7 years, including serving as 
my chief of staff. 

Sander was pivotal in getting my of-
fice up and running as I made the tran-
sition from the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to the U.S. Senate in 2001. 
I could not have asked for a better per-
son to direct my legislative efforts; 
with his support I was able to hit the 
ground running and work for the great 
people of the State of Michigan from 
the very start. 

Prior to joining my staff in 2001, 
Sander spent 10 years working for the 
honorable Senator from the State of 
New Jersey, Mr. FRANK LAUTENBERG, 
including serving as his chief of staff 
prior to Senator LAUTENBERG’s retire-

ment in 2000. When I asked Senator 
LAUTENBERG about Sander and his con-
tributions to his office, Senator LAU-
TENBERG told me, ‘‘Sander was an inte-
gral part of my team for many years 
and played a large role in our successes 
during that time. He is a smart, nat-
ural leader with a real dedication to 
public service.’’ I could not agree more. 
For the 7 years he spent on my staff no 
one was more tireless, more hard-
working, or more dedicated to helping 
the citizens of Michigan and the citi-
zens of the United States. He was a 
constant source of motivation and 
inspiration. 

Sander has always been the kind of 
person whose first priority is to im-
prove the lives of those around him. 
This was clearly evident during his 
time in Senator LAUTENBERG’s office. 
He was instrumental in assisting Sen-
ator LAUTENBERG’s push for major re-
forms in tobacco and was very helpful 
to the state attorneys general who 
took on the tobacco industry. Sander 
played a key role in the Senator’s suc-
cessful battle to reduce drunken driv-
ing deaths by making the .08 blood al-
cohol level the law of the land. Amidst 
all this, Sander was able to work with 
Senator LAUTENBERG and help craft the 
historic 1997 Balanced Budget Agree-
ment that helped to produce the budget 
surpluses of the late 1990s. 

As he made his way to my office, 
Sander used his experience with the 
balanced budget agreement to become 
the go-to person on my staff regarding 
the budget, and all of us here in the 
Senate can attest to the complexity 
that comes along with it. Sander al-
ways prided himself in knowing the ins 
and outs of the budget process and he 
never ceased to amaze me with his abil-
ity to recall rules and regulations at 
will. His work and knowledge was a 
pivotal part of my ability to be a lead-
er and contributor to the budget com-
mittee, and I cannot thank him 
enough. 

Sander was born in Warwick, RI, and 
raised for most of his early life in Mil-
waukee, WI. He earned his bachelor’s 
degree from the University of Wis-
consin-Madison, and following that he 
earned his master’s degree in public ad-
ministration from the Lyndon B. John-
son School of Public Affairs at the Uni-
versity of Texas-Austin. Sander’s pri-
ority of working for the people in his 
community and his commitment to 
public service began at a young age be-
fore he ever made his way to Wash-
ington. He spent time working for both 
the Wisconsin State Assembly and the 
Texas Employment Commission, mak-
ing sure to give back to the States that 
he called home. This selflessness fol-
lowed him to Washington as he spent 
the last 17 years of his life serving the 
citizens of Michigan and New Jersey. 

Sander has now begun a new chapter 
in his life. And though everyone in my 
office and those that know him best 

were saddened to see him leave, we are 
all incredibly proud of the work he has 
done and are deeply grateful for the 
positive impact he has had on all of our 
lives. 

Today, Sander resides in Washington, 
DC, with his wonderful wife Dorian 
Friedman, and their beautiful daughter 
Mara. As Sander continues on in what 
will certainly be an illustrious career, I 
wish him well. He is sorely missed, but 
I, and everyone around him, know that 
the same selflessness that brought him 
to public service will follow him to 
whatever path he chooses, and he will 
undoubtedly continue to improve the 
lives of those around him. I am hon-
ored to have had Sander serve as my 
chief of staff, and I wish him only the 
best in the years ahead. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CITY 
OF BURLINGAME 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I take 
this opportunity to recognize the 100th 
anniversary of the city of Burlingame, 
located in San Mateo County, CA. 

The city of Burlingame was incor-
porated into the State of California on 
June 6, 1908. This year, we celebrate its 
centennial anniversary. Also known as 
the ‘‘City of Trees’’ because of its 18,000 
public trees, the city of Burlingame 
has fascinated and charmed visitors for 
decades. 

Situated in eastern San Mateo Coun-
ty near San Francisco Bay, Burlingame 
is named after diplomat Anson Bur-
lingame, the former U.S. Minister to 
China who stopped in the bay area on 
his way to China in 1866 and purchased 
1,043 acres in what is currently Bur-
lingame and Hillsborough. In the mid- 
1860s, a railroad line was built down 
the Peninsula, with many wealthy San 
Franciscans building secondary homes 
south of San Francisco. When the great 
earthquake devastated much of San 
Francisco in 1906, many people looking 
to escape the dangers and hardships of 
the city also moved south, this time 
permanently. 

In 1894, the Burlingame Train Sta-
tion was built to service the Bur-
lingame Country Club, which was 
founded in 1893. This station, which 
was financed largely by country club 
members, was built to resemble the 
style of California’s missions. Today, 
the Burlingame Train Station is on the 
National Register of Historic Places 
and has also been designated a State 
historic landmark. 

For 100 years, the city of Burlingame 
has not only served as a historical won-
derland for those visiting the city but 
a place to call home for its more than 
28,000 residents. I commend Burlingame 
for maintaining the natural beauty and 
historical significance of this fine city. 

The city of Burlingame’s vision and 
commitment to protecting its small 
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