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COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 

RESOURCES 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate to conduct a hearing on 
Tuesday, May 13, 2008, at 9:45 a.m., in 
room SD366 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Tuesday, May 13, 2008 at 
10 a.m. in room 406 of the Dirksen Sen-
ate Office Building to hold a hearing 
entitled, ‘‘Hearing on Mercury Legisla-
tion.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Finance be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
May 13, 2008, at 10 a.m., in 215 Dirksen 
Senate Office Building, to conduct a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Cracking the Code— 
Tax Reform for Individuals’’. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Foreign Relations be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Tuesday, May 13, 2008, at 10:15 a.m., 
in room 407 of the Capitol Building, to 
conduct a closed briefing titled ‘‘U.S. 
Policy Towards Sudan.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Indian Affairs be authorized to meet on 
Tuesday, May 13, at 2:30 p.m. in Room 
562 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘The 
Successes and Shortfalls of Title IV of 
the Indian Self-Determination and 
Education Assistance Act: Twenty 
Years of Self-Governance’’. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Senate Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate, to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘The 
Bulletproof Vest Partnership Program: 
Protecting Our Nation’s Law Enforce-
ment Officers’’ on Tuesday, May 13, 
2008, at 9:30 a.m., in room SD–226 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Select Com-

mittee on Intelligence be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on May 13, 2008, at 2:30 p.m. to hold a 
closed hearing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
NORTH AMERICAN AEROSPACE 
DEFENSE COMMAND 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 561, which was submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 561) commemorating 

the 50th anniversary of the North American 
Aerospace Defense Command. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I rise to 
commemorate the 50th anniversary of 
the signing of the North American 
Aerospace Defense Command Agree-
ment between the United States and 
Canada. For my State of Colorado, 
today is an especially proud and grati-
fying occasion as it is home to the 
headquarters of the North American 
Aerospace Defense Command, located 
at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado 
Springs. 

On May 12, 1958, the United States 
and Canada signed an official agree-
ment creating the unique and fully in-
tegrated binational North American 
Aerospace Defense Command, com-
monly known as NORAD. Administered 
by the United States Air Force in con-
junction with Canadian Forces, 
NORAD is a premier military command 
that uses the most innovative tech-
nology and equipment to secure our 
skies. Today, 50 years after its incep-
tion, we honor NORAD and pay tribute 
to the men and women who have served 
and continue to serve NORAD’s mis-
sion with humility and distinction. To 
these American and Canadian service-
members, I say thank you. 

For five decades, NORAD’s mission 
has been to prevent air attacks against 
North America and safeguard the sov-
ereign airspaces of the United States 
and Canada by responding to unknown, 
unwanted and unauthorized air activ-
ity approaching or operating within 
our airspaces. In more recent years, 
NORAD’s mission has evolved to in-
clude collaborative efforts with civil-
ian law enforcement officers to detect 
and monitor aircraft suspected of traf-
ficking illegal drugs to North America. 
In addition, NORAD has developed a 
system to help our homeland defense 
and security partners observe North 
American seas and to warn of en-
croaching maritime threats. In pursuit 
of these missions, NORAD has achieved 
remarkable success. 

Over the years NORAD has strength-
ened the venerable relationship be-
tween the United States and Canada. It 
has been a source of stability for our 
two nations during good times and bad. 
Throughout the turbulent Cold War, 
and now in the midst of the war on ter-
ror, NORAD is responsible for contin-
ually bringing together bright and cou-
rageous minds to help detect, deter and 
defend against lethal threats to the 
North American continent. Further-
more, NORAD has become a model for 
international defense cooperation. It 
has allowed for the necessary enhance-
ment of information and intelligence 
sharing between Canadian and Amer-
ican militaries, intelligence agencies, 
and other security organizations. 
Twenty four hours a day, 7 days a 
week, NORAD units all over North 
America are alert, prepared and 
equipped to take action to defend our 
continent and to safeguard our free-
doms. 

Throughout my nearly 18 years in the 
U.S. Congress, I have spent quite a bit 
of time with the commanders at 
NORAD, and each time we visit I am 
encouraged by their efforts and re-
minded of why America is, and will al-
ways be, great. With the safety and se-
curity of America entrusted to institu-
tions like NORAD and to the brave 
men and women of our armed forces, I 
am confident that America will be pro-
tected for generations to come. 

Especially since the horrific events 
of September 11, 2001, and the launch of 
the war on terror, the continued re-
solve of the United States and Canada 
to pay any cost to face any foe is more 
relevant than ever. If we are to remain 
sovereign and free, America and Can-
ada must continue to adapt to a chang-
ing world and respond effectively to 
evolving threats. I am confident in our 
ability to do so. Through NORAD and 
other binational partnerships, America 
and Canada will jointly and efficiently 
combat any threat we confront in the 
21st century. 

Today, as a nation, we honor the leg-
acy and achievements of the North 
American Aerospace Defense Com-
mand, and we look forward to another 
half century of this successful partner-
ship so that NORAD can continue to 
provide for the protection of our air-
space and our homeland. I offer my sin-
cere congratulations to the North 
American Aerospace Defense Command 
for 50 years of extraordinary service to 
the United States and Canada. 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motions to reconsider be 
laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 561) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
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S. RES. 561 

Whereas, on May 12, 1958, the United States 
and Canada signed an official agreement cre-
ating the bi-national North American Aero-
space Defense Command (NORAD) and for-
mally acknowledged their mutual commit-
ment to defending their citizens from air at-
tacks; 

Whereas 2008 marks the 50th anniversary of 
the creation of the North American Aero-
space Defense Command and the outstanding 
efforts of American and Canadian service 
men and women defending North America; 

Whereas the North American Aerospace 
Defense Command is a unique and fully inte-
grated bi-national United States and Cana-
dian command; 

Whereas the North American Aerospace 
Defense Command is headquartered at Peter-
son Air Force Base in Colorado Springs, Col-
orado, and administered by the United 
States Air Force, with 3 subordinate regional 
centers located at Elmendorf Air Force Base, 
Alaska, Tyndall Air Force Base, Florida, and 
Canadian Forces Base, Winnipeg, Manitoba; 

Whereas the mission of the North Amer-
ican Aerospace Defense Command is to ‘‘pre-
vent air attacks against North America, 
safeguard the sovereign airspaces of the 
United States and Canada by responding to 
unknown, unwanted, and unauthorized air 
activity approaching and operating within 
those airspaces, and provide aerospace and 
maritime warning for North America’’; 

Whereas, through joint support arrange-
ments with other commands, the North 
American Aerospace Defense Command, in-
cluding United States Strategic Command at 
Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska, detects, 
validates, and warns of attacks against 
North America whether by aircraft, missile, 
or space vehicle; 

Whereas the North American Aerospace 
Defense Command and United States North-
ern Command (USNORTHCOM) joint com-
mand center serves as a central collection 
and coordination site for a worldwide system 
of sensors designed to provide the com-
mander and the governments of Canada and 
the United States with an accurate picture 
of any aerospace threat; 

Whereas the commander of the North 
American Aerospace Defense Command pro-
vides integrated tactical warning and attack 
assessments to the governments of the 
United States and Canada; 

Whereas the North American Aerospace 
Defense Command uses a network of sat-
ellites, ground-based and airborne radar, 
fighters and helicopters, and ground-based 
air defense systems to detect, intercept, and, 
if necessary, engage any air-breathing 
threats to North America; 

Whereas North American Aerospace De-
fense Command assists in the detection and 
monitoring of aircraft suspected of illegal 
drug trafficking; 

Whereas the Alaskan NORAD Region lo-
cated at Elmendorf Air Force Base is sup-
ported by both the Eleventh Air Force and 
Air National Guard units; 

Whereas the May 2006 North American 
Aerospace Defense Command Agreement re-
newal added a maritime warning mission to 
its slate of responsibilities, which entails a 
shared awareness and understanding of the 
ongoing activities conducted in United 
States and Canadian maritime approaches, 
maritime areas, and inland waterways; 

Whereas the horrific events of September 
11, 2001, demonstrated the North American 
Aerospace Defense Command’s continued rel-
evance to North American security; 

Whereas, since 2001, the Continental 
NORAD region, which is divided into 2 de-
fense sectors—the Western Defense Sector, 
with its headquarters located at McChord 
Air Force Base, Washington, and the Eastern 
Defense Sector, with its headquarters lo-
cated at Rome, New York—has been the lead 
agency for Operation Noble Eagle, an ongo-
ing mission to protect the continental 
United States from further airborne aggres-
sion from inside and outside of America’s 
borders; 

Whereas, in the spring of 2003, North Amer-
ican Aerospace Defense Command fighters 
based at Tyndall Air Force Base, Florida, 
intercepted 2 hijacked aircraft that origi-
nated in Cuba and escorted them to Key 
West, Florida; 

Whereas the continued service with valor 
and honor of American and Canadian men 
and women serving at the North American 
Aerospace Defense Command is central to 
North America’s ability to confront and suc-
cessfully defeat threats of the 21st century; 
and 

Whereas the continuation of the long-
standing and successful relationship between 
the United States and Canada through the 
North American Aerospace Defense Com-
mand is paramount to the future security of 
the people of the United States and Canada: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the contributions made by 

the North American Aerospace Defense Com-
mand to the security of North America; and 

(2) commemorates 50 years of excellence 
and distinctive service to the United States 
and Canada. 

f 

HONORING CONCERNS OF POLICE 
SURVIVORS 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 562, which was submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 562) honoring Con-

cerns of Police Survivors as the organization 
begins its 25th year of service to family 
members of law enforcement officers killed 
in the line of duty. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, our 
Nation is blessed by the selfless service 
of more than 26 million Americans who 
come to the aid of their fellow citizens 
through countless volunteer organiza-
tions at the national, State and local 
levels. Some of these organizations are 
household names, like the American 
Legion, Scouting, the American Red 
Cross, and the American Cancer Soci-
ety. Others perform their good work in 
relative obscurity. 

This week, on the occasion of Na-
tional Police Week, I rise to acknowl-
edge the good work of a voluntary or-
ganization that few outside the law en-
forcement community may ever have 
heard of. But for those in the law en-
forcement community, it is the organi-
zation to which families turn in times 

of tragedy. I am referring to Concerns 
of Police Survivors, C.O.P.S. It serves 
some 15,000 surviving family members 
of law enforcement tragedies. 

Last year, 181 law enforcement offi-
cers were killed in the line of duty. 
Their names are being added to the Na-
tional Law Enforcement Officers Me-
morial on Judiciary Square this week, 
bringing the total number of names on 
that memorial to 18,274. This evening, 
the annual candlelight vigil is being 
held at the memorial to honor our fall-
en law enforcement officers and on 
Thursday, Peace Officers Memorial 
Day, another ceremony will be held at 
the Capitol. These ceremonies are visi-
ble to all of us. They are attended by 
law enforcement officers from around 
the Nation and the surviving family 
members of our fallen law enforcement 
officers. 

But there is another event that oc-
curs every year during National Police 
Week that few know about. That event 
is the National Police Survivors Sem-
inar which is underway at a hotel in 
Alexandria, VA. I had the privilege of 
visiting the National Police Survivors 
Seminar one Saturday morning in 2006. 
It is a peaceful place and a safe place 
where families of fallen law enforce-
ment officers can laugh, cry, grieve, 
and heal in the presence of others who 
have suffered similar losses. There are 
special programs for children of fallen 
law enforcement officers known as 
‘‘C.O.P.S. Kids’’ and ‘‘C.O.P.S Teens.’’ 

The National Police Survivors Sem-
inar is the outgrowth of a dinner that 
occurred 25 years ago on May 14, 2003. 
At this dinner 10 widows of fallen law 
enforcement officers came together to 
ask the question, ‘‘What about us?’’ 
During the National Police Week gath-
erings, everyone focuses on the loved 
one whose life is lost, but it also is im-
portant to focus on the needs of sur-
vivors who must rebuild their lives 
from the ashes. 

One year later, the first National Po-
lice Survivors Seminar was convened. 
It drew 110 law enforcement survivors. 
Concerns of Police Survivors was cre-
ated at that first seminar. Suzie Saw-
yer was selected to be the first Execu-
tive Director of Concerns of Police Sur-
vivors, a position she still holds today. 
Some things have changed though. The 
National Police Survivors Seminar no 
longer draws hundreds now it draws 
thousands. That is both a tragedy and 
a blessing. It is a tragedy that so many 
law enforcement families have been 
touched by a line of duty death. It is a 
blessing that the volunteers of Con-
cerns of Police Survivors are there 
looking out for them. This is but one of 
many programs that Concerns of Police 
Survivors offers to survivors through-
out the year. 

Tomorrow marks the 25th anniver-
sary of that dinner meeting that 
launched Concerns of Police Survivors. 
I rise today to offer a resolution com-
memorating the 25th anniversary of 
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