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this country today. We’ve already seen 
the implications of having other coun-
tries furnish our energy needs on a 
daily basis, and the last thing in the 
world that we need to happen is to rely 
on other countries to feed and clothe 
the American people. 

That’s the reason, Mr. Speaker, it is 
so important that we get this impor-
tant piece of legislation passed, sooner 
rather than later. Many producers all 
across America, farmers and ranchers, 
have already planted crops, and they 
do not have any policy to operate 
under. 

And so I urge my colleagues, when 
this bill comes to the floor this week, 
to vote positively for American agri-
culture and the American people. 

f 

WAR SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDING 

(Mr. CULBERSON asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, it is 
approximately 2:10 p.m. on the east 
coast, and in less than 24 hours, the 
Speaker of the House has announced 
that she is going to drop on this House 
floor a $250 billion spending bill for the 
United States war against terror. 

It has always been the policy of this 
Nation that party labels end at the wa-
ter’s edge. Until today, it has always 
been the policy of this House that the 
Members of this House were given the 
privilege and opportunity of debating 
in committee and offering amend-
ments. 

On legislation as important as fund-
ing a war for the survival of the Amer-
ican people and a war against barbar-
ians from the Dark Ages, this House of 
Representatives has been shut out. It’s 
appalling, it’s embarrassing, it’s out-
rageous, it’s unacceptable for the 
Speaker of the House and the chairman 
of the Appropriations Committee to be 
the only two people in this institution 
allowed to see the bill. No one has seen 
the bill. 

All 300 million Americans have been 
shut out of this appropriations process 
to fund our soldiers. To ensure their 
protection and survival in the field, to 
ensure the survival of this Nation, this 
entire House of Representatives needs 
to be involved, and the country needs 
to know that this Speaker is running 
this House like the Supreme Soviet. 

f 

PROPOSED AGREEMENT WITH 
RUSSIAN FEDERATION FOR CO-
OPERATION IN THE FIELD OF 
PEACEFUL USES OF NUCLEAR 
ENERGY—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 110–112) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 

with the accompanying papers, without 
objection, referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs and ordered to be 
printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

I am pleased to transmit to the Con-
gress, pursuant to sections 123b. and 
123d. of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, 
as amended (42 U.S.C. 2153(b), (d)) (the 
‘‘Act’’), the text of a proposed Agree-
ment Between the Government of the 
United States of America and the Gov-
ernment of the Russian Federation for 
Cooperation in the Field of Peaceful 
Uses of Nuclear Energy. I am also 
pleased to transmit my written ap-
proval, authorization, and determina-
tion concerning the Agreement, and a 
Nuclear Proliferation Assessment 
Statement (NPAS) concerning the 
Agreement (in accordance with section 
123 of the Act, as amended by title XII 
of the Foreign Affairs Reform and Re-
structuring Act of 1998 (Public Law 105– 
277), a classified annex to the NPAS, 
prepared by the Secretary of State in 
consultation with the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence, summarizing rel-
evant classified information, will be 
submitted to the Congress separately). 
The joint memorandum submitted to 
me by the Secretary of State and the 
Secretary of Energy and a letter from 
the Chairman of the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission stating the views of 
the Commission are also enclosed. 

The proposed Agreement has been ne-
gotiated in accordance with the Act 
and other applicable law. In my judg-
ment, it meets all applicable statutory 
requirements and will advance the non- 
proliferation and other foreign policy 
interests of the United States. 

The proposed Agreement provides a 
comprehensive framework for peaceful 
nuclear cooperation with Russia based 
on a mutual commitment to nuclear 
non-proliferation. It has a term of 30 
years, and permits the transfer of tech-
nology, material, equipment (including 
reactors), and components for nuclear 
research and nuclear power production. 
It does not permit transfers of Re-
stricted Data, and permits transfers of 
sensitive nuclear technology, sensitive 
nuclear facilities, and major critical 
components of such facilities by 
amendment to the Agreement. In the 
event of termination, key non-pro-
liferation conditions and controls con-
tinue with respect to material and 
equipment subject to the Agreement. 

The Russian Federation is a nuclear 
weapon state party to the Treaty on 
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weap-
ons. Like the United States, it has a 
‘‘voluntary offer’’ safeguards agree-
ment with the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA). That agree-
ment gives the IAEA the right to apply 
safeguards on all source or special fis-
sionable material at peaceful nuclear 
facilities on a Russia-provided list. The 
Russian Federation is also a party to 
the Convention on the Physical Protec-

tion of Nuclear Material, which estab-
lishes international standards of phys-
ical protection for the use, storage, and 
transport of nuclear material. It is also 
a member of the Nuclear Suppliers 
Group, whose non-legally binding 
Guidelines set forth standards for the 
responsible export of nuclear commod-
ities for peaceful use. A more detailed 
discussion of Russia’s domestic civil 
nuclear program and its nuclear non- 
proliferation policies and practices, in-
cluding its nuclear export policies and 
practices, is provided in the NPAS and 
in the classified annex to the NPAS 
submitted to the Congress separately. 

I have considered the views and rec-
ommendations of the interested agen-
cies in reviewing the proposed Agree-
ment and have determined that its per-
formance will promote, and will not 
constitute an unreasonable risk to, the 
common defense and security. Accord-
ingly, I have approved the Agreement 
and authorized its execution and urge 
that the Congress give it favorable con-
sideration. 

This transmission shall constitute a 
submittal for purposes of both sections 
123b. and 123d. of the Atomic Energy 
Act. My Administration is prepared to 
begin immediately the consultations 
with the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee and House Foreign Affairs 
Committee as provided in section 123b. 
Upon completion of the 30-day contin-
uous session period provided for in sec-
tion 123b., the 60-day continuous ses-
sion period provided for in section 123d. 
shall commence. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 12, 2008. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today. 

f 

b 1415 

STRATEGIC PETROLEUM RESERVE 
FILL SUSPENSION AND CON-
SUMER PROTECTION ACT OF 2008 
Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I move 

to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 6022) to suspend the acquisition 
of petroleum for the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6022 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Strategic 
Petroleum Reserve Fill Suspension and Con-
sumer Protection Act of 2008’’. 
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