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equally important to understand the 
institution that they’re coming from. 
Winona State University is in the town 
of Winona, Minnesota. That’s on the 
western bank of the Mississippi River. 

Winona State University was founded 
at the same time as the State of Min-
nesota was founded. We’re celebrating 
our sesquicentennial in the North Star 
State this year. And Winona State Uni-
versity was the first teachers college 
west of the Mississippi River. That in-
stitution, that public institution of 
higher learning has fulfilled its calling 
and its mission for the last 150 years, 
at the highest quality of achievement 
that we could ask for. I congratulate 
President Judith Ramaley for her 
work. I also congratulate Vice Presi-
dent Jim Schmidt. He’s the Vice Presi-
dent of Advancement. 

There are some things going on at 
Winona State University, like the Na-
tional Child Protection Training Cen-
ter, the work they’re doing educating 
our teachers, nurses, law enforcement 
officials that I think are equally as im-
portant. 

But I think it’s important to under-
stand that in a well-balanced education 
like our student athletes are getting at 
Winona State University, stressing the 
extra-curriculars and the teamwork 
that goes to that, and the striving for 
excellence is important, so I’d like to 
talk just a bit about this time. 

A little over a month ago, during our 
own March Madness in Minnesota, Wi-
nona State defeated Augusta State 87– 
76. This was the second national cham-
pionship in the last 3 years, and three 
straight trips to the national cham-
pionship. We’re really proud of this dy-
nasty that’s being developed amongst 
these student athletes. 

In addition to their national cham-
pionship, they’ve won nine conference 
titles in a row. They’ve also won three 
straight Northern Sun Intercollegiate 
Conference titles. 

In 2006 and 2007 they broke the Divi-
sion II record of 57 straight victories. 
In 2008 the Warriors finished with a 
record of 38–1, an NCAA Division II 
record. Over the past 3 years, their 
record is 105–6. 

Five seniors have been together 
throughout this entire run, and they 
should be congratulated. They’ll all be 
graduating this year, and I’d like to 
congratulate each one of them individ-
ually. John Smith, Jonte Flowers, 
Quincy Henderson, Shane Neiss and 
Brent Riese. Together, those five indi-
viduals compiled a 129–17 record in 4 
years. 

Of course all of this wouldn’t be pos-
sible without the leadership of coach 
Mike Leaf, who’s done an outstanding 
job of working with the character as 
well as the accomplishments of these 
fine young athletes. I’m extremely 
proud to have Winona State University 
in the district that I represent; ex-
tremely proud of the student athletes 

that represent Southern Minnesota so 
well. 

I ask today for, hopefully, unanimous 
consent from my colleagues to recog-
nize them on this great achievement. 

I would also make, as a side note, Wi-
nona State boasts some famous alum-
nas. One of them is my colleague on 
the minority side, Mrs. BACHMANN, and 
we’re very proud to have her here, and 
Winona State for producing our Con-
gresswoman from up in the Sixth Dis-
trict. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 

and congratulate the gentleman from 
Minnesota with respect to Winona 
State University’s great year and great 
record over the last 3 years. 

By sort of coincidence, I happened to 
watch part of this game on television, 
I think the last half of the game, and 
they had a remarkable comeback as 
they beat the Augusta State Univer-
sity team. They are really a superb 
basketball team. 

I had the pleasure of playing a little 
bit of Division III basketball many 
years ago. And either basketball’s im-
proved tremendously in those inter-
vening years, or Division II is a heck of 
a lot better than Division III. These 
guys could really play basketball, and 
they were extremely impressive in 
terms of what they did. 

I also congratulate the young men 
for their academic prowess. This is a 
college of some distinction. For that, 
they and all administrators deserve 
congratulations as well. We congratu-
late the head coach, Mike Leaf, who 
was named the Northern Sun Inter-
collegiate Conference coach of the year 
four times, and national coach of the 
year two times. 

This is a team which has won two na-
tional titles and three straight North 
Central Region titles from 2006, 2007 
and 2008, and four straight regular sea-
son championships and three straight 
conference tournament championships. 
Not many teams at any level of sports 
can make claims such as that. 

The college, as the sponsor has indi-
cated, is a significant institution in 
Minnesota, and does a wonderful job in 
its programs preparing young people 
for the rest of their lives. 

We congratulate the President, Ju-
dith Ramaley, and the Athletic Direc-
tor, Larry Holstad, the head coach, as 
I’ve indicated, and all the friends and 
supporters of a fine university which 
had a tremendous year this year in bas-
ketball. But just recognizing the tre-
mendous school which they are and for 
which they deserve great credit. 

I urge everybody to support the reso-
lution, and I yield back the balance of 
our time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
WALZ) that the House suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution, H. Res. 
1133, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

AMERICORPS WEEK 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 1173) recog-
nizing AmeriCorps Week. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1173 

Whereas the AmeriCorps national service 
program, since its inception in 1994, has 
proven to be a highly effective way to engage 
Americans in meeting a wide range of local 
needs, national response directives, and pro-
mote the ethic of service and volunteering; 

Whereas over $5,000,000,000 in AmeriCorps 
funds invested in nonprofit, community, edu-
cational, and faith-based community groups 
since 1994 have leveraged hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in additional funds and in- 
kind donations from other sources; 

Whereas each year, AmeriCorps provides 
opportunities for 75,000 citizens across the 
Nation to give back in an intensive way to 
our districts, our States, and our Nation; 

Whereas a total of 542,000 citizens since 
1994 across the Nation haven taken the 
AmeriCorps pledge to ‘‘get things done for 
America’’ by becoming AmeriCorps mem-
bers; 

Whereas those same individuals have 
served a total of more than 705,000,000 hours 
nationwide, helping to improve the lives of 
our Nation’s most vulnerable citizens, pro-
tect our environment, contribute to our pub-
lic safety, respond to disasters, and strength-
en our educational system; 

Whereas AmeriCorps members last year re-
cruited and supervised more than 1,700,000 
community volunteers, demonstrating 
AmeriCorps value as a powerful volunteer 
catalyst and force multiplier; 

Whereas AmeriCorps members nationwide, 
in return for their service, have earned near-
ly $1,430,000,000 to use to further their own 
educational advancement at our Nation’s 
colleges and universities; 

Whereas AmeriCorps members, after their 
terms of service end, remain engaged in our 
communities as volunteers, teachers, and 
nonprofit professional in disproportionately 
high levels; 

Whereas AmeriCorps members served 4,100 
nonprofit organizations, schools, and faith- 
based and community organizations last 
year; and 

Whereas 2008’s AmeriCorps Week, observed 
May 11 through May 18, is an opportune time 
for the people of the United States to salute 
current and former AmeriCorps members for 
their powerful impact, thank all of 
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AmeriCorps’ community partners in our Na-
tion who make the program possible and 
bring more Americans into service: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) encourages all citizens to join in a na-
tional effort to salute AmeriCorps members 
and alumni, and raise awareness about the 
importance of national and community serv-
ice; 

(2) acknowledges the significant accom-
plishments of the AmeriCorps members, 
alumni, and community partners; 

(3) recognizes the important contributions 
to the lives of our citizens by AmeriCorps 
members; and 

(4) encourages citizens of all ages to con-
sider serving in AmeriCorps. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman 
from Delaware (Mr. CASTLE) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
sert relevant material. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I might con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in full sup-
port of H. Res. 1173, which recognizes 
the contributions of the national serv-
ice program known as AmeriCorps. 
Since 1994, AmeriCorps has engaged 
over 500,000 citizens of all ages in na-
tional service programs, giving 705 mil-
lion hours of service to our Nation and 
their fellow citizens. AmeriCorps, 
which is composed of AmeriCorps State 
and national programs, the National 
Civilian Community Corps, or NCCC, 
and the Volunteers in Service to Amer-
ica, or VISTA programs, engages 75,000 
people each year in intensive, results- 
driven service to help communities 
tackle the toughest problems of edu-
cation, poverty, illiteracy and the re-
lief and recovery efforts after disasters. 

b 1545 

AmeriCorps participants improve the 
lives of millions of our most vulnerable 
citizens by implementing critical 
health services, building low-income 
housing, making neighborhoods safer, 
and protecting the environment. 

AmeriCorps VISTA participants are 
America’s poverty fighters, 6,000 
strong, and fulfill their service term in 
low-income communities by creating 
businesses, expanding access to tech-
nology, recruiting literacy volunteers, 
strengthening anti-poverty groups, and 
creating sustainable programs that 
help people rise out of poverty. 

AmeriCorps NCCC participants serve 
as first responder in times of national 

need and have responded to every na-
tionally declared disaster since 1994: 
floods, fires, tornadoes, and storms, 
and helped communities prepare for 
the next emergency. In fact, 10,000-plus 
AmeriCorps members have served mil-
lions of Katrina survivors in the gulf 
and managed a quarter million other 
Katrina volunteers. 

The impact of AmeriCorps goes be-
yond the community in which a partic-
ipant serves; it impacts the 
AmeriCorps member who is doing the 
service. The alums of AmeriCorps pro-
grams are significantly more likely to 
go into public-service careers in gov-
ernment and the nonprofit sectors, es-
pecially minorities and people from 
low-income backgrounds. 

So, Mr. Speaker, this week is 
AmeriCorps Week. This is a week in 
which we as a Nation should thank 
those who have given of themselves 
and who served our Nation through 
AmeriCorps to improve the lives of our 
Nation’s vulnerable and disadvantaged 
citizens and improve communities 
across the country. We salute 
AmeriCorps members and alums for 
giving of themselves to benefit others 
and their powerful impact on our Na-
tion’s communities and the lives of our 
citizens and thank all involved in mak-
ing AmeriCorps a successful program. 

I ask that my colleagues join me in 
full support of H. Res. 1173 and salute 
those current and former AmeriCorps 
members through passage of H. Res. 
1173. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today in support of House Resolution 
1173, recognizing AmeriCorps Week. 

Throughout the history of the United 
States, Americans have valued an ethic 
of service. As Alexis de Tocqueville 
wrote over a century and a half ago, 
this ethic of service ‘‘prompts Ameri-
cans to assist one another and inclines 
them willingly to sacrifice a portion of 
their time and property to the welfare 
of the State.’’ AmeriCorps gives Ameri-
cans an opportunity to make a dif-
ference in their own lives and in the 
lives of others by meeting critical 
needs in the community. 

In 1990, President George Herbert 
Walker Bush signed the National Serv-
ice Act, a network of national service 
programs that engage Americans in in-
tensive service to meet the Nation’s 
vital needs in education, public safety, 
health, and the environment. In 1993, 
President Bill Clinton signed the Na-
tional and Community Service Trust 
Act which established the Corporation 
for National and Community Service 
and brought the full range of domestic 
community service programs under the 
umbrella of one central organization. 

In September of 1994, the first class 
of AmeriCorps members, 20,000 strong, 
began serving in more than 1,000 com-
munities. Today, AmeriCorps offers 
75,000 opportunities for adults of all 

ages and background to address a myr-
iad of needs in communities all across 
America such as tutoring and men-
toring disadvantaged youth, fighting 
illiteracy, improving health services, 
building affordable housing, and man-
aging after-school programs, just to 
name a few. 

This year’s theme for AmeriCorps 
Week is ‘‘Getting Things Done.’’ This 
organization is doing just that. Since 
its inception, 542,000 citizens have 
taken the AmeriCorps pledge and have 
served a total of more than 705 million 
hours in 4,100 nonprofits throughout 
the country. Last year, AmeriCorps 
members recruited and supervised 
more than 1.7 million community vol-
unteers demonstrating AmeriCorps 
value as a volunteer channel. In return 
for their service, members have earned 
$1.4 billion to further their educational 
advancement in our Nation’s colleges 
and universities and our communities. 

Volunteerism is a way for Americans 
to connect to their communities, learn 
more about the problems facing their 
communities, and to simply make a 
difference. This week, we salute cur-
rent and former AmeriCorps members 
for their powerful impact, and we 
thank all community partners who 
make the AmeriCorps program possible 
and bring more Americans into service. 

I want to take this opportunity to 
thank my colleagues, Ms. MATSUI, Mr. 
SHAYS, Mr. PLATTS, and Mr. PRICE for 
introducing this resolution and ask my 
colleagues to support the resolution. 

I reserve the balance of our time. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

am pleased to yield such time as she 
might consume to the distinguished 
lady from California and the sponsor of 
this resolution, Representative MAT-
SUI. 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to thank the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. DAVIS) for yielding me this 
time. 

I rise today to offer the ‘‘Recognizing 
AmeriCorps Week’’ resolution and give 
special thanks to AmeriCorps volun-
teers and organizations. 

This week marks AmeriCorps Week, 
a nationwide acknowledgment and 
celebration of all that America volun-
teers have done for our country. The 
AmeriCorps program is vital to the 
growth and prosperity of our Nation. 
AmeriCorps members can be found in 
our small towns and in our big cities. 
They’re motivated young men and 
women from every background imag-
inable. 

For the past 15 years, more than 
540,000 men and women have given over 
705 million hours of service to our 
country and the citizens. Equally valu-
able, these men and women are experts 
in mobilizing local volunteers, allow-
ing millions more to serve their com-
munities in an organized and effectual 
way. 

Like AmeriCorps volunteers, 
AmeriCorps Week is important because 
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it inspires others to become involved. 
By recognizing the program and its ac-
complishments, we motivate individ-
uals to become engaged and add one 
more person to the growing list of 
those offering optimism and aid. 

Throughout this week, AmeriCorps 
organizations across this country are 
hosting hundreds of special events, 
making it even easier to become in-
volved. In the gulf coast, for example, 
Habitat for Humanity and the Jimmy 
and Rosalynn Carter Work Project will 
build tens of homes in a single week. 
This single event will involve 700 
AmeriCorps members and thousands of 
other volunteers. 

Additionally, this year’s AmeriCorps 
Week pays special attention to the life- 
long contribution of AmeriCorps alum-
ni. A recent study of AmeriCorps show 
that alumni of the program are much 
more likely to remain involved in the 
community long after their service has 
ended. Nearly 87 percent of former 
AmeriCorps members will go on to 
work in public service. They become 
our future leaders, public servants, 
government employees, and nonprofit 
organizers. Simply put, AmeriCorps 
members learn to give for the rest of 
their lives. 

AmeriCorps Week also provides a 
platform to highlight the valuable 
community organizations that deserve 
our support. Earlier this week, critical 
new AmeriCorps grants were an-
nounced. This funding provides nec-
essary resources to some of America’s 
most innovative and effective commu-
nity organizations. 

Those who support this resolution 
and AmeriCorps Week will be in good 
company. Dozens of State governors 
have issued AmeriCorps Week procla-
mations from local leaders to profes-
sional baseball teams. Thousands of di-
verse Americans are expressing their 
support for the AmeriCorps programs 
and its volunteers. These supporters 
recognize that AmeriCorps members do 
more than volunteer their time. They 
are ambassadors of hope, good will, and 
personal initiatives. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
join with me, my fellow National Serv-
ice Caucus cochairs, and the 40 bipar-
tisan cosponsors of this resolution in 
support of AmeriCorps Week and these 
amazing volunteers. 

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 
the gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. 
SHAYS) such time as he may consume. 

Mr. SHAYS. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, when there were the 
great debates on TV between Vice 
President Nixon and then-Senator 
John F. Kennedy, while my family 
were Republicans and, as a young per-
son in 8th grade, John F. Kennedy 
spoke to me when he talked about serv-
ing our country and the world by being 
a Peace Corps volunteer. I thought, 
wouldn’t it be amazing to go to college 

and afterwards join the Peace Corps; 
and that’s what I did with my wife. 
And that experience changed my life. 
That experience had a tremendous im-
pact on my life. In fact, Peace Corps 
volunteers will tell you it was the 
greatest time of their life, not that the 
rest of our lives hasn’t been good. 

And when President Clinton, building 
on what President Bush 41 had done on 
national service, said, We need to cre-
ate AmeriCorps, his administration 
reached out to Republicans; and it was 
an amazing experience to work with 
President Clinton and his administra-
tion because they said they wanted 
this to be a bipartisan effort, and they 
listened to Republicans. 

Instead of a one-size-fits-all national 
program, they did something Repub-
licans really like, and that is they 
made it a local and State effort. And 
the problem with that is that you 
could not only have really great pro-
grams, you might have some that 
weren’t so good. And it would give peo-
ple an opportunity to criticize 
AmeriCorps, as some critics did, be-
cause there were literally hundreds and 
hundreds of various programs meeting 
local and State needs. 

But to President Clinton’s credit and 
to his people who were bringing this 
program forward, in spite of the fact a 
majority of Republicans did not sup-
port it, they still allowed us to have 
significant input. 

I have nothing but respect for 
AmeriCorps, nothing but respect for 
the fact that we are talking, in some 
cases, young people who have never 
had a work experience, and we’re giv-
ing them experience with individuals 
who can tutor them, in nongovernment 
organizations. What a wonderful way 
for these young people to begin to be-
come adults and experience the incred-
ible fulfillment that comes from being 
of service to others. 

I have never understood why some 
Republicans have criticized 
AmeriCorps because they said you get 
paid. Well, Peace Corps volunteers had 
a living wage. We were able to feed our-
selves and we were provided housing. 
It’s something that you don’t have 
under AmeriCorps. There it’s a min-
imum wage, but no housing. They have 
a stipend for education. Republicans 
tend to think that you should earn 
what you get, and this is a program 
where you earn what you get. You 
can’t pocket the money. You have to 
put it into bettering yourself with edu-
cation, which is a very logical thing to 
do. Frankly, it’s something that most 
Republicans would have argued for: not 
being given something; earning it. 

So these AmeriCorps individuals, 
which we call volunteers, are getting 
the best of the best. They are growing 
up with a meaningful job, not a long- 
term job, they’re earning educational 
credits, they’re getting an education, 
and they’re, for the rest of their lives, 

going to have that incredible memory 
of service that I think only strengthens 
individuals and our country. 

So I’m really grateful that we can 
recognize AmeriCorps for what it is, an 
outstanding program initiated by 
President Clinton to his credit, and to 
his credit, still working with Repub-
licans in spite of the fact they didn’t 
deliver a majority of the votes. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of our time. 

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, at this 
time I yield back the balance of our 
time and encourage everybody to sup-
port the resolution. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
would urge passage of this resolution. 
I, too, agree that when we give of our-
selves, we give the very best. 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, in the Peace Corps 
we say, ‘‘Once a volunteer, always a volun-
teer.’’ There was a time when I thought that 
those words were just a slogan. However, 
over the years I’ve watched the friends I made 
in the Peace Corps in Colombia continue to 
volunteer in their communities and around the 
world. And this continuity of volunteerism is 
not unique to the Peace Corps. 

In fact, it has become clear to people who 
understand public service and volunteerism, 
that to ‘’give back’’ is a habit. And you can get 
more of it, if you open up more opportunities 
to people involved in volunteer service. There 
is a virtuous cycle in volunteerism and it is a 
cycle that we do well to encourage. 

AmeriCorps is one of the great innovations 
in public policy that has created opportunities 
for Americans all across the country to volun-
teer. From working in inner city schools to 
working in food back in small towns, 
AmeriCorps opens the doors for people to vol-
unteer and in so doing provides a stepping 
stone to a life of service. 

I commend AmeriCorps for all it does and 
for all the doors to service it has opened. So, 
today as the House of Representatives recog-
nizes AmeriCorps, I encourage all those who 
can do so to find a way to volunteer in their 
community and to give back. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. I yield back 
the balance of our time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1173. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 
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b 1600 

HONORING PUBLIC CHILD 
WELFARE AGENCIES 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 789) honoring 
public child welfare agencies, nonprofit 
organizations and private entities pro-
viding services for foster children, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 789 

Whereas over 500,000 children in the United 
States are currently in foster care which is 
twice as many as 15 years ago; 

Whereas the majority of these children and 
youth have been removed from their homes 
because of abuse or neglect; 

Whereas foster children experience a num-
ber of unique challenges based on instability 
in their home and school environments; 

Whereas just over half of all foster children 
complete high school, 30 percent continue to 
rely on public assistance into adulthood and 
25 percent will experience homelessness at 
one point in their lives; 

Whereas numerous public child welfare 
agencies, nonprofit organizations and private 
entities work tirelessly to recruit loving fos-
ter families and improve the lives of foster 
children; 

Whereas these groups strive to consider 
the best interest of each child and focus on 
keeping families together when possible; 

Whereas they provide invaluable resources 
to foster families as well as teachers, coun-
selors, physicians, clergy, and others who 
work closely with children in the foster care 
system; 

Whereas these groups are dedicated to 
changing public policy and raising awareness 
related to the special needs of foster chil-
dren; and 

Whereas they continue to sponsor re-
search, develop best practices, and offer as-
sistance to youth transitioning out of the 
system to ensure they receive adequate sup-
port as they reach adulthood: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives honors the contributions of public child 
welfare agencies, nonprofit organizations 
and private entities dedicated to finding 
homes for foster children and assisting foster 
families in securing the future success of 
their foster children. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman 
from Delaware (Mr. CASTLE) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and insert material 
relevant to H. Res. 789 into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I might con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the public welfare agencies, nonprofit 
organizations, private entities and 
compassionate individuals that work 
tirelessly to support foster children. 

Since May is National Foster Care 
Month, it is appropriate that today we 
salute the many individuals and orga-
nizations that provide foster care serv-
ices to over 500,000 children currently 
in foster care nationwide. 

National Foster Care Month origi-
nated in 1988 and has served to height-
en awareness for the issue since that 
time. By increasing visibility of this 
important issue, organizations are bet-
ter able to reach out to the community 
and recruit individuals to support chil-
dren throughout the year. By con-
necting foster youth with caring adults 
we can ensure that children do not face 
life’s challenges alone. 

Child welfare issues are present in 
families of all races, ethnicities and 
cultures. However, children of color 
make up a disproportionate number of 
children in foster care. Without a sta-
ble home, these young people confront 
many challenges. Although some of 
these young people are able to over-
come the challenges of abuse and ne-
glect, others continue to deal with 
their effects long into adulthood. 

Research finds that just 54 percent of 
foster care youth complete high school 
and 25 percent will face homelessness 
at some point in their lives. Addition-
ally, research has shown that children 
in foster care are more likely than 
their peers to deal with poverty, unem-
ployment, incarceration, poor health 
and other hardships. 

We must do what we can to support 
these young Americans and help them 
cultivate the necessary skills to live 
successfully and independently. More 
than 20,000 young people age out of fos-
ter care each year, and today we recog-
nize the many individuals, families, 
neighborhoods, communities and orga-
nizations that work collectively to-
gether to ensure that all children can 
grow up with the support they need to 
be healthy and safe. 

So, Mr. Speaker, once again I express 
my support for H. Res. 789 and recog-
nize the hard work so many put in on 
a daily basis to help children in foster 
care reunite with their parents, be 
cared for by relatives or to be adopted 
by loving families. I urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, at this 
time, I yield to the distinguished Con-
gresswoman from Minnesota (Mrs. 
BACHMANN) such time as she may con-
sume. She is the sponsor of the resolu-
tion. 

Mrs. BACHMANN. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, as this resolution’s au-
thor, I rise to support H. Res. 789. It is 
vital that the organizations that are 

committed to improving the lives of 
foster care children be commended for 
their hard work and for their sac-
rifices. 

Today, there are over 500,000 chil-
dren, that’s over a half million chil-
dren, in foster care across the United 
States of America, many of whom 
come from troubled homes and many of 
whom have been moved from family to 
family several times. My husband and I 
have been privileged to have 23 foster 
children live in our home, and we know 
from experience that these wonderful 
organizations that work with our fos-
ter children played a critical role in 
ensuring that they were matched with 
loving families and they grew up to 
achieve successful lives. These organi-
zations are to be commended, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Dedicated to changing public policy 
and also to raising awareness related 
to the very special and individual needs 
of foster children, these groups sponsor 
research, they develop best practices, 
and they offer assistance to youth who 
are transitioning out of the system to 
ensure that they receive adequate sup-
port as they reach adulthood. They 
provide invaluable resources to foster 
families as well as to teachers, to coun-
selors, physicians, clergy and other 
people who work closely with children 
who are being helped by the foster care 
system. 

These men and women and agencies 
are striving to consider the best inter-
ests of every child, and they work to 
keep families together whenever pos-
sible. Today, more Americans are be-
ginning to understand the very real 
and very special needs of foster care 
children due to their dedicated public 
awareness efforts, and I am proud to 
honor these organizations that have 
touched the lives of so many of Amer-
ica’s children and improved their lives 
and put them steadily on a path to suc-
cess. 

To complement this resolution, it is 
my hope that the House will soon have 
the opportunity to consider H.R. 4311, 
the School Choice for Foster Kids Act, 
because this Act will allow foster chil-
dren of all ages to stay at the school 
that they’ve grown comfortable with, 
even when they change foster homes, 
which all too frequently seems to hap-
pen in the lives of foster children. It 
will provide them with some stability 
in their own tumultuous lives. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope that you and our 
fellow colleagues will join us in hon-
oring the contributions of all public 
child welfare agencies, nonprofit orga-
nizations and private entities who are 
sincerely dedicated to finding homes 
for foster children and to assisting fos-
ter families in securing the success of 
our future children. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
would reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 
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