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provision. If you only want to build 
four ethanol plants to save money, ride 
the thing out. If you want to build an 
apprenticeship program, a job skill 
that comes from within, something 
that emerges from companies that are 
training employees and building up 
this knowledge base, if you want to 
build that, don’t have Davis-Bacon in 
there. You have to have a merit shop 
to get that done. 

If you want the knowledge base in 
the Midwest where the renewable en-
ergy is so when we build out all of our 
energy plants and we get that done, we 
can export that knowledge and go 
around the world, you’ve got to strike 
Davis-Bacon, Mr. Speaker. If you want 
the Midwest to be to renewable energy 
what Texas is today to the expertise on 
oil, you’ve got to strike Davis-Bacon. 
You can’t have that provision in there. 

We need to grow the size of the en-
ergy pie, Mr. Speaker, and we cannot 
suspend the laws of nature and nature’s 
God. You can’t suspend the laws of 
gravity. The sun comes up in the east 
around Maryland and the eastern 
shore. It doesn’t come up around San 
Francisco, and if you believe otherwise, 
you’re out there in Pe-la-la-losi-land. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
Cohen). The Chair would remind Mem-
bers to refrain from improper remarks 
concerning the Speaker. 

f 

VACATING 5-MINUTE SPECIAL 
ORDER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the 5-minute special order 
entered in favor of the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. GILCHREST) is vacated. 

There was no objection. 

f 

UNDERSTANDING THE MIDDLE 
EAST 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. GILCHREST) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes. 

Mr. GILCHREST. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to talk tonight about Iraq 
and the Middle East in general, but 
specifically about the present crisis in 
Iraq. And what I would like to do is to 
explain the present crisis based on re-
cent history and from my perspective, 
Mr. Speaker, what is the way forward. 
Is there a solution to the war in Iraq. 

And the other thing I would like to 
discuss is this: Do the American people 
have a role to play in the conflict? And 
to discuss this tonight, I would like to 
frame the picture of the present crisis 
in Iraq by a couple of quotes from a 
book called ‘‘Human Options’’ written 
about, oh, I would say 30 years ago by 

the former editor of the Saturday 
Evening Post, a man named Norman 
Cousins. Two extraordinary quotes in 
this book. One is, Knowledge is the sol-
vent for danger. The other quote is, 
History is a vast early warning system. 

And so what I will do tonight is at-
tempt to convey to the Speaker, the 
Members, and the American people the 
importance of knowledge in a conflict 
to find a solution and a reconciliation 
to the warring factions. 

The other is history’s advanced early 
warning system. Many people will say 
that 20 years from now we’ll have hind-
sight to the present crisis. Twenty 
years after the war in Vietnam ended, 
former Secretary of Defense Robert 
McNamara said, If I only knew then 
what I know now. Well, if the former 
Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara 
read history in the fifties and the early 
sixties, he would have had a better un-
derstanding of the conflict in South-
east Asia, Indochina, the conflict be-
tween the French and the Vietnamese 
who were trying to seek sovereignty 
and get rid of Colonial rule. In other 
words, Mr. McNamara would have un-
derstood, with hindsight, the conflict 
in the war in Indochina before it start-
ed if he had a better understanding of 
its history. 

And what I’m going to try to do to-
night is give a better frame of ref-
erence for the present crisis from the 
historical point of view so we don’t 
have to worry 20 years from now 
whether this policy was a good policy 
or not. We can’t let the troops fight 
that long if it is not necessary. And so 
a history of the region of the Middle 
East will give us a better sense of the 
conflict and how to resolve and rec-
oncile the vast, intricate, violent con-
flicts that exist there now. 

I also want to quote a British author, 
Rudyard Kipling, who had to face the 
tragedy of his son being killed in 
northern France during World War I. 
This literary giant at the time made 
this comment soon after his son’s 
death, but he spoke to all the young 
men who were dying in Europe during 
that tragic event of World War I, and 
Rudyard Kipling said this: Why did 
young men die because old men lied? 
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I’d like to paraphrase that quote in 
the present crisis today. I’d like to par-
aphrase that quote for foreign policy 
for the 21st century. Old men should 
talk before they send young men to die 
or old people should talk before they 
send young people to die. A country 
does not become strong by filling up its 
cemeteries. 

Our role as legislators, as policy- 
makers and the role of the American 
people, what is it? What is our role? 
What is the role of the American peo-
ple? How do we support the troops in 
the Middle East and Afghanistan and 
Iraq? How do policy-makers, how does 

the administration, and equally as im-
portant, how do the American people 
support the troops in Iraq? 

First of all, we recognize their stun-
ning competence. The soldiers in Iraq 
and Afghanistan and around the world 
from around the United States are 
stunningly competent. Why? Because 
they’re well-trained. They’re well-in-
formed. They take the time to know 
what they’re doing, to be competent at 
their job, to use technology, to be 
aware of the soldiers next to them. 
They work hard to be knowledgeable as 
soldiers. 

Do we take the initiative to be in-
formed and knowledgeable? The sol-
diers take the initiative. They volun-
teered. They go through boot camp. 
They go through very skillful training 
of the technology, of the weaponry, of 
troop movements, of how to protect 
each other, of how to move through vil-
lages at night, of how to find the 
enemy. The troops are competent be-
cause they take the initiative. 

Now, do we take the initiative as leg-
islators to be competent and informed 
about the conflict that we send them 
to? Do the American people take the 
initiative to become knowledgeable 
about all of the issues? Are we knowl-
edgeable about the present crisis and 
past crises that have brought us to 
where we are today? 

I want to tell you that I’ve been to 
many meetings around my district. 
I’ve talked to many, many people 
about the conflict. I’ve done my best to 
explain that the troops are competent, 
but in a certain measure, the policy is 
flawed. 

And like many people, we often hear 
Americans say that we need to pray for 
the troops, for their safe return, for the 
end of the conflict. I will say that 
that’s a very important thing to do, to 
pray for the troops. 

I remember when I was in Vietnam in 
1966 standing, what we called, lines 
where we were in bunkers and barb-
wire, and at night we had to stand the 
lines and make sure the enemy didn’t 
sneak into the camp. And a chaplain 
came up and he would come up to the 
lines very often. His name was Chap-
lain Doffin, D-O-F-F-I-N. He’s now a re-
tired Baptist minister in Charleston, 
South Carolina. At the time, he was a 
young navy chaplain who often went 
on patrols with us. 

And he came up to me while standing 
lines one night. We were having a won-
derful conversation that became very 
philosophical. It was philosophical in 
1966 about the present crisis at that 
time in Vietnam, and I asked the chap-
lain if he believed in prayer. And I 
asked the chaplain if he believed in 
prayer because we prayed mightily for 
the conflict to end as young soldiers, 
young Marines. We prayed mightily for 
the butchery to stop because that’s 
what war is. It’s brutal and it’s tragic. 

I said, ‘‘Chaplain, do you believe in 
prayer?’’ And he said, ‘‘Yes, but when I 
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