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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Wednesday, May 21, 2008 
The House met at 10 a.m. 
Rev. Fred Lucci, Director, All Saints 

Catholic Newman Center, Arizona 
State University, offered the following 
prayer: 

Gracious and loving God, creator and 
source of everything that is good, You 
have blessed us in ways beyond any-
thing we could have imagined for our-
selves. Please always keep us mindful 
that every good thing we have, every 
possession, every talent, every rela-
tionship, our health and very life itself 
is a gift from You. Mindful of these 
blessings, make us always-generous 
people in Your own image. 

Look now upon this assembly and fill 
them with the spirit of Your wisdom. 
May every decision they make reflect 
Your goodness, promote and protect 
the dignity of every member of our so-
ciety, especially the weakest and most 
vulnerable among us, and be for the 
peace and well-being of all. 

Finally, loving God, we place into 
Your healing hands our brother, Sen-
ator EDWARD KENNEDY. Please give him 
strength and comfort him, his family, 
and all who love him. 

We ask You this in hope, Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Minnesota (Mr. WALZ) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed without 
amendment a bill and a concurrent res-
olution of the House of the following 
titles: 

H.R. 2517. An act to amend the Missing 
Children’s Assistance Act to authorize ap-
propriations; and for other purposes. 

H. Con. Res. 354. Concurrent resolution rec-
ognizing the 100th birthday of Lyndon Baines 

Johnson, 36th President, designer of the 
Great Society, politician, educator, and civil 
rights enforcer. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed a bill and a concur-
rent resolution of the following titles 
in which the concurrence of the House 
is requested: 

S. 431. An act to require convicted sex of-
fenders to register online identifiers, and for 
other purposes. 

S. Con Res. 79. Concurrent resolution con-
gratulating and saluting Focus: HOPE on its 
40th anniversary and for its remarkable com-
mitment and contributions to Detroit, the 
State of Michigan, and the United States. 

f 

WELCOMING FATHER FRED LUCCI 
The SPEAKER. Without objection, 

the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
MITCHELL) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, my 

guest today, Father Fred Lucci, is the 
Director of the All Saints Catholic 
Newman Center in Tempe, which I have 
attended for more than 40 years. 

I am proud Father Fred, as those of 
us in Tempe call him, could join us 
today because he is my pastor and my 
friend. In fact, he is a friend and men-
tor to the thousands of parishioners at 
the Newman Center. 

Father Fred has a good heart and a 
special gift. While it may be easy to 
provide guidance to long-time parish-
ioners like myself, Father Fred con-
tinues to have a positive influence on 
the lives of thousands of students at 
Arizona State. 

In the 1980s, freshman Fred Lucci ar-
rived at Arizona State University’s 
campus with a music scholarship and 
his clarinet. His ability to connect 
with students has endured today. 
Today, Father Fred is a fixture on 
campus, easily recognized, eager to lis-
ten, and always faithful and helpful in 
guiding students to strengthen their 
own spiritual relationships. He has led 
humanitarian missions and pilgrim-
ages that have lifted the souls of all 
who participate. 

Throughout his years in the priest-
hood, Father Fred has helped students 
who need it most find their strength 
within. In the process, he has made Ar-
izona State a more compassionate 
campus one student at a time. And he 
has built a parish that has helped 
shape Tempe into a more decent and 
caring community. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-

tain up to 15 further requests for 1- 

minute speeches on each side of the 
aisle. 

f 

POLITICALLY AND RELIGIOUSLY 
CORRECT SPEECH—IN EUROPE 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, freedom of 
speech is one of the most basic of all 
human rights. However, more and more 
European countries are arresting indi-
viduals for insult speech. Speech to be 
free must allow individuals to criticize 
religion and government. 

The first amendment protecting 
speech and press is first because it’s 
the most important. But in Europe, 
speech must be politically and reli-
giously correct. Criticize or insult an-
other person’s religion and you’re like-
ly to be hauled off to prison thanks to 
the speech police. After all, heaven for-
bid, offensive or insult speech may hurt 
somebody’s feelings. 

In Germany, an insult to a religion 
can be a crime worthy of imprison-
ment. Recently, a 61-year-old German 
businessman was convicted and sent to 
jail for offending Islam. The same 
thing happened in Britain where Nick 
Griffin was prosecuted for describing 
Islam as a ‘‘vicious and wicked faith.’’ 

Free speech must be universal. If 
controversial issues like religion and 
politics cannot be debated in countries, 
the people are not free, even in Europe. 

Teddy Roosevelt once said, ‘‘Free 
speech, exercised both individually and 
through a free press, is a necessity in 
any country where people are them-
selves free.’’ 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

THE DOLLAR IS WEAKENING 
(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. The great amount of 
borrowing this country is doing from 
nations like China, Japan and Korea is 
weakening our dollar. Many of us know 
that we’re borrowing money from 
China to prosecute a war in Iraq. 

So with a weakened dollar, we’re see-
ing a contribution here to the in-
creased cost of crude oil. The weaker 
the dollar, the higher the price of crude 
oil. Today, the price of crude oil is 
about $130 a barrel. We’re looking at 
gasoline this summer perhaps as much 
as $5 a gallon. 

We need to change our economic di-
rection. We need to strengthen our dol-
lar. We need to change our monetary 
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policy and stop borrowing. We need to 
go after these oil companies, not only 
in international courts with antitrust 
action, but we need a windfall profits 
tax. And if that fails, we need to have 
an honest discussion in this country 
about why we let the oil companies 
control the economy anyway. 

Why don’t we start looking at ways 
to take back the power of the people so 
that we can have control of our own 
destiny? 

f 

COUNTY PAYMENTS: HOOD RIVER 
COUNTY, OREGON 

(Mr. WALDEN of Oregon asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speak-
er, by refusing to renew the county 
payments program, Congress has bro-
ken its promise to rural, timbered 
America. 

I’ve told you in the past about Har-
ney County, a county that has 78 per-
cent of its land mass, the size of New 
Jersey, all Federally controlled, 70 per-
cent of its road budget affected by this 
law that has not been reauthorized. 

Let me tell you today about Hood 
River County, where Congress’ failure 
to act to renew the county timber pay-
ments program has forced this county 
to develop multiple county budgets be-
cause we don’t know what’s going to 
happen in my home county. One thing 
is for sure, though, the county annu-
ally uses up to $130,000 of Federal forest 
payments to fund search and rescue op-
erations in the Mount Hood National 
Forest and Mount Hood itself. You see, 
Hood River County is responsible for 
most of the search and rescue oper-
ations on that great mountain, and 
now those costs will be borne by the 
county because the Federal Govern-
ment is shirking its responsibility. 

That could change. We could pass 
H.R. 3058, a bill to reauthorize county 
timber payments. It has been on the 
Union Calendar for 127 days, held hos-
tage by this leadership. The Demo-
cratic leadership refuses to bring it up 
for a vote. 

Make good on the Federal promise. 
Let us vote on H.R. 3058. 

f 

THE HOUSING CRISIS 

(Mr. HODES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, with near-
ly 8,000 foreclosures being filed daily, 
there is no question that Americans 
continue to fear losing their homes. In 
my home State of New Hampshire, it is 
predicted that nearly 4,300 families will 
lose their home by 2009. 

This month, the House passed land-
mark housing legislation that will ad-
dress the housing crisis directly, sta-

bilize the housing market, and make a 
real difference for families at risk of 
losing their home. The bill will also 
help revitalize communities that have 
become vacant because of high housing 
foreclosure rates. 

We are also working to provide relief 
to families struggling under the burden 
of higher gas prices and soaring costs 
for food and health care. 

Mr. Speaker, we cannot fix our strug-
gling economy until we address the 
housing crisis, but the Bush adminis-
tration has ignored this growing prob-
lem for far too long. 

I hope that President Bush and his 
allies will reconsider their opposition 
to our commonsense housing package 
so we can provide hope to the millions 
of Americans struggling in President 
Bush’s recession. 

f 

b 1015 

IN MEMORY OF SERGEANT FIRST 
CLASS GEORGE KOON 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, last Saturday I had the honor 
of attending a memorial service cele-
brating the life of Sergeant First Class 
George Walter Koon. Sergeant Koon 
was a soldier of the United States 
Army Infantry during the Korean War. 
He was a POW murdered while in cap-
tivity in 1951, but his body remained 
unrecovered for over half a century. It 
was not until recently that the hard 
work of his family and the Department 
of Defense helped positively identify 
Sergeant Koon and return him from 
North Korea to his family in Leesville, 
South Carolina. 

The life and story of Sergeant Koon 
is an example of tremendous courage 
and commitment. His brother Reverend 
Carl Koon correctly stated that ‘‘free-
dom isn’t cheap and it isn’t free.’’ His 
sacrifice and that of his fellow Amer-
ican soldiers will never be forgotten to 
liberate dozens of countries so that 
more people today live in free market 
democracy than ever in the history of 
the world. 

The memorial service was conducted 
by Reverend John McKeown and Rev-
erend George A. Koon, nephew name-
sake of the deceased hero, at the Old 
Lexington Baptist Church of Leesville. 
He received full military honors. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th. 

f 

IN HONOR OF B’NAI ISRAEL AND 
THE TOWN OF SOUTHBURY, CON-
NECTICUT, FOR THEIR OUT-
STANDING COMMITMENT TO 
HUMAN RIGHTS 
(Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr. 
Speaker, in 1937 the residents of 
Southbury, a small town in Con-
necticut, came together to prevent the 
German American Bund, a group of 
pro-Nazi German Americans, from es-
tablishing a paramilitary training fa-
cility in their town. 

Led by Rev. Felix Manley of the 
Southbury Federated Church and Rev. 
M.E.N. Lindsay of the South Britain 
Congressional Church, the town of 
Southbury passed its first zoning law 
to ban the use of land in Southbury for 
paramilitary training. 

As a great Jewish writer once said, 
‘‘The opposite of love is not hate, it is 
indifference.’’ Mr. Speaker, it gives me 
a great sense of pride to represent the 
town of Southbury, where this May 31, 
2008, the congregation of B’nai Israel 
will host the Human Rights Festival, 
honoring the courageous acts of those 
citizens some 71 years ago and renew-
ing the town’s commitment to justice. 
The proud legacy of the religious com-
munity in Southbury and the work of 
B’nai Israel to recognize that legacy 
serve as a reminder to all of us that 
change and progress must come from 
the bottom up. 

f 

NBC SHOWS BIAS 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
this week NBC News aired an interview 
with President Bush in which it re-
moved key statements from the Presi-
dent’s response to a question about dip-
lomatic relations with Iran. 

While some editing is to be expected, 
in this case NBC misrepresented the 
President’s response so that it ap-
peared he agreed with the premise of 
the question when, in fact, he explic-
itly disputed it. 

The White House says NBC’s ‘‘deceit-
ful editing’’ was intended to perpetuate 
a ‘‘media-manufactured storyline’’ 
about Iran. 

The American people deserve to 
know the President’s complete state-
ments on major foreign policy issues. 
We rely on journalists to provide this 
information through fair and impartial 
reporting. The American people right-
fully expect the media to give them all 
the facts, not just a slanted version. 

f 

THE GI BILL 

(Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 
without the 1944 GI Bill, I would not be 
standing here today. 

The GI Bill educated my dad after he 
came home from World War II. And 
today is his 86th birthday; so happy 
birthday, Dad. 
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