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Mr. PORTER. Mr. Chairman, Chairman 

SKELTON and Ranking Republican HUNTER, I 
rise in support of my Amendment to H.R. 
5658, the Duncan Hunter National Defense 
Authorization Act of 2009 which has been in-
cluded as part of an en bloc amendment. My 
Amendment requires the Secretary of Defense 
to conduct a study to identify the mental 
health risks associated with the performance 
of individual military duties. This assessment 
will recognize cases of suicide by military oc-
cupation, and identify military occupations with 
a high incidence of suicide. More importantly 
the study shall suggest additional suicide pre-
vention programs specific to military occupa-
tions with higher risk. 

To my knowledge, the issue of differing sui-
cide risks amongst military occupations has 
not been studied in any great depth. Colonel 
Michael Bartley of Nellis Air Force Base and 
Colonel Chris Chambliss of Creech Air Force 
Base have highlighted for me the unique men-
tal health challenges that members of our mili-
tary face who are on the front lines of the 
Global War on Terror, but located here in the 
States. The State of Nevada is home to 
Creech Air Force Base which serves as the 
premier host for MQ–1 Predators and MQ–9 
Reapers Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs). 

The operator of a UAV fleet is truly at the 
forefront of the Global War on Terror. I am 
greatly concerned that some military occupa-
tions, such as UAV operators, may suffer from 
chronic mental health disorders such as Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) due to 
stress and fatigue. I feel these soldiers may 
not receive the same level of emotional sup-
port from their peers that they would receive 
if they were located overseas. Rather, they re-
turn to their families and civilian society with-
out the appropriate outlet for dealing with the 
emotional tolls of their duties. 

It is my hope that the Secretary of Defense 
will continue to address the pressing matter of 
the mental health strains inflicted upon our ac-
tive duty service men and women. This study 
will help us begin to understand how the new 
technologies that allow us to wage wars more 
effectively, bring about unforeseen complica-
tions for the service men and women who vol-
unteer to serve our Nation. I encourage my 
colleagues to support this common sense 
amendment that will provide the mental health 
services needed by the 21st Century war fight-
er. 

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Chairman, I 
want to talk about an important topic relevant 
to this legislation. 

It’s distressing that a rising number of our 
brave service men and women are coming 
back from the conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq 
suffering from the ‘‘signature injuries of these 
conflicts’’—Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
and Traumatic Brain Injury. 

I believe that PTSD is a critically important 
issue and as a Congress we need to continue 
to do all we can to get our military leaders, 
commanders, and medical professionals to 
focus on this problem for our newest genera-
tion of veterans. 

In the past few years and even weeks, a 
number of studies have pointed out the gaps 
in our military health care system into which 
may be falling a growing number of our 
servicemembers who may be suffering from 
PTSD. 

I am sure that my colleagues are very 
aware of the recent RAND report that up to 
300,000 Iraq and Afghanistan veterans may 
be suffering from PTSD and/or depression. 

This issue was brought to my attention most 
vividly by a constituent who served 10 months 
in Iraq. After he came home, he began to self- 
medicate—as a number of soldiers who may 
be suffering from this deadly disease do— 
using alcohol and engaging in misconduct that 
ultimately got him discharged from the service. 

Unfortunately, this discharge not only pre-
vented him from continuing to receive needed 
mental health care from the DOD but also 
from going to the VA to get treated for PTSD. 

My constituent ultimately took his life and 
left many, including his family, to wonder if he 
had been able to get needed help after his re-
turn from Iraq, or if he could have accessed 
the number of mental health services that are 
available from the VA, whether the outcome 
could have been different. 

What is clear from the DoD’s mental health 
task force and other reports is that the out-
come can be different for the thousands of our 
soldiers who may be suffering. 

I am pleased by the hard work and focus on 
this issue that the Armed Services Committee 
has taken in the past few years. I commend 
the Chairman, the Ranking Member, and oth-
ers who have worked and continue to do so 
to ensure that the ‘‘signature injuries’’ of our 
ongoing conflicts receive the highest level of 
attention from this Congress. 

I also want to commend the Services on the 
changes and improvements they’ve made thus 
far. 

However, let’s be clear: more can be done. 
I offered three amendments to this bill to high-
light the need to continue to try and make 
those improvements. 

The amendment made in order today would 
ensure that recommendations that have been 
put forward to close identified gaps are actu-
ally implemented and that our servicemembers 
see actual improvements in terms of their abil-
ity to receive help when they need it. 

That is the purpose of the amendment 
which the Chairman has graciously included in 
this En Bloc package that would require the 
GAO to assess the DoD’s progress in imple-
menting the June 2007 recommendations of 
the Congressionally created DoD Mental 
Health Task Force. 

It is my expectation that the GAO will exam-
ine and assess the implementation of all the 
recommendations with a focus on those re-
lated to: 

Developing a comprehensive public edu-
cation campaign to reduce the stigma associ-
ated with mental health problems; 

Changing Department of Defense policies to 
‘‘Guarantee a Thorough Assessment of Be-
havioral Symptoms When Evaluating Combat 
Veterans for Administrative/Legal Dismissal 
from the Military’’ including ‘‘carefully assess-
ing a soldier’s history of exposure to condi-
tions that could cause PTSD, or traumatic 
brain injury, or related diagnoses for those fac-
ing administrative or medical discharge’’; 

Appointment of a psychological director of 
health in each military department, military 
treatment facility, the National Guard, and the 
Reserves; 

Enhancing TRICARE benefits and care for 
mental health problems; 

Implementing an annual psychological 
health assessment addressing cognition, psy-
chological functioning, and overall psycho-
logical readiness for each member of the 
Armed Forces, including members of the Na-
tional Guard and reserve components; 

Developing a model for allocating resources 
to military mental health facilities, and services 
embedded in line units, based on an assess-
ment of the needs of and risks faced by the 
populations served by such facilities and serv-
ices; 

Maintaining adequate family support pro-
grams for families of deployed members of the 
Armed Forces. 

It is my desire that GAO report on the dates 
on which recommendations are expected to 
be fully implemented and progress on imple-
menting the recommendations throughout the 
year covered by the report, including barriers. 

We must never lose sight of the fact that the 
goal is not just for DoD to have a plan, al-
though that is helpful, but to actually make 
these changes and do it in a timely way. 

I thank the Chairman for his support of this 
simple amendment and look forward to work-
ing with him in the future to ascertain what ad-
ditional steps, if any, that are needed and 
which can be taken to help our 
servicemembers who may be suffering from 
PTSD. 

Again, I thank you for your efforts. 
Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Chairman, I yield 

back the balance of my time. 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. All time for 

general debate has expired. 
Under the rule, the Committee rises. 
Accordingly, the Committee rose; 

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. MUR-
PHY of Connecticut) having assumed 
the chair, Mr. ELLISON, Acting Chair-
man of the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, re-
ported that that Committee, having 
had under consideration the bill (H.R. 
5658) to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2009 for military activities 
of the Department of Defense, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for 
fiscal year 2009, and for other purposes, 
had come to no resolution thereon. 

f 

NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ELLISON). The unfinished business is 
the question on suspending the rules 
and agreeing to the resolution, H. Res. 
1137. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1137. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 
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AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE 

CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR THE DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA SPECIAL 
OLYMPICS LAW ENFORCEMENT 
TORCH RUN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on 
suspending the rules and agreeing to 
the concurrent resolution, H. Con. Res. 
309. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 309. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 2130 

MOTORCYCLE SAFETY 
AWARENESS MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on 
suspending the rules and agreeing to 
the resolution, H. Res. 339, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 339, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE 
OF BICYCLING IN TRANSPOR-
TATION AND RECREATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on 
suspending the rules and agreeing to 
the concurrent resolution, H. Con. Res. 
305. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 305. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

LET OUR VETERANS REST IN 
PEACE ACT OF 2008 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on 
suspending the rules and passing the 
bill, H.R. 3480, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
SCOTT) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3480, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

The title was amended so as to read: 
‘‘A bill to direct the United States Sen-
tencing Commission to assure appro-
priate punishment enhancements for 
those involved in receiving stolen prop-
erty where that property consists of 
grave markers of veterans, and for 
other purposes.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MAKING TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS 
TO PROVISION GRANTING SPE-
CIAL IMMIGRANT STATUS FOR 
CERTAIN IRAQIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on 
suspending the rules and passing the 
Senate bill, S. 2829. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
SCOTT) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the Senate bill, S. 2829. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the Senate 
bill was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

EXTENDING PROGRAM RELATING 
TO WAIVER OF FOREIGN COUN-
TRY RESIDENCE REQUIREMENT 
WITH RESPECT TO INTER-
NATIONAL MEDICAL GRADUATES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on 
suspending the rules and passing the 
bill, H.R. 5571, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
SCOTT) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5571, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

The title was amended so as to read: 
‘‘A bill to extend for 5 years the pro-

gram relating to waiver of the foreign 
country residence requirement with re-
spect to international medical grad-
uates, and for other purposes.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

NATIONAL AUTISM AWARENESS 
MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on 
suspending the rules and agreeing to 
the resolution, H. Res. 1106. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
WYNN) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1106. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR FURTHER CONSID-
ERATION OF H.R. 5658, DUNCAN 
HUNTER NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2009 

Mr. MCGOVERN, from the Committee 
on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 110–666) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 1218) providing for further consid-
eration of the bill (H.R. 5658) to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2009 
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for fiscal year 2009, 
and for other purposes, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

SENSE OF HOUSE REGARDING ES-
TABLISHMENT OF A NATIONAL 
BRAIN TUMOR AWARENESS 
MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on 
suspending the rules and agreeing to 
the resolution, H. Res. 1124, as amend-
ed. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms. 
SCHAKOWSKY) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution, 
H. Res. 1124, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 
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