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RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 

LEADER 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

COMMEMORATING 60 YEARS OF 
ISRAELI STATEHOOD 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
more than a hundred years ago, the 
Hungarian journalist Theodore Herzl 
set into motion a political movement 
that would change the world. 

Herzl’s vision for a Jewish homeland 
would not be realized in his own life-
time, but the nation that would be-
come the modern State of Israel would 
have exceeded even his dreams of a 
prosperous home for the descendants of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

In the nearly 2,000 years that had 
passed since the exile, the Jewish peo-
ple had remained faithful to their tra-
ditions, praying and hoping for their 
eventual return. That right was ac-
knowledged in the Balfour Declaration 
of 1917 and reaffirmed by the mandate 
of the League of Nations in 1922. The 
horrors of the Nazi Holocaust made 
Israel’s establishment all the more ur-
gent, and had created among the Amer-
ican people a deep sympathy for the as-
pirations of the Jewish people. At the 
stroke of midnight, on this day in 1948, 
the modern State of Israel was born, 
and just eleven minutes later, here in 
the U.S., President Truman recognized 
the new state, solidifying for all time 
the bond between our two countries. 

A deep friendship between America 
and Israel is natural, given the many 
political and moral values we share. 
But our strong diplomatic ties were far 
from inevitable. Historians tell us that 
recognition was strenuously opposed 
by Secretary of State George Marshall, 
a foreign policy realist who valued 
strategic interests over humanitarian 
concerns. In this case, Marshall was 
overridden by his Commander in Chief, 
who, following the Holocaust, saw the 
moral and humanitarian imperative of 
the Jewish people having their own 
state. Despite President Truman’s deep 
respect for Marshall, it was a decision 
that Truman would never regret. 

The U.S. Congress, it should be 
noted, had spoken out on the issue long 
before recognition was sought. As far 
back as 1922, Congress expressed its 
sympathy for a sovereign homeland for 
the Jewish people. It would take two 
more decades for that state to come 
about, but when it did Congress and the 
American people were ready once again 
to express overwhelming support. 

In the decades since the birth of the 
modern State of Israel, much has 
changed. This desert land has in many 
ways become ‘‘a land that floweth with 
milk and honey.’’ In this, it reflects 
the ingenuity and the resourcefulness 
of the Israeli people. 

Over time, the U.S.-Israeli relation-
ship has only grown stronger. A bond 

that was originally based largely on 
moral grounds and shared values has 
been fortified by shared strategic inter-
ests. 

While some Arab states recognize 
Israel, most do not. And Israel faces 
numerous threats, including an exis-
tential threat from Iran. 

Yet on this day of celebration, it is 
my fervent hope that Israel will soon 
celebrate its birth as a state that is 
recognized by all its Arab neighbors, 
safe from the threat of terror. Until 
then, I know my colleagues and I will 
do everything in our power to ensure 
that the U.S.-Israeli relationship is ro-
bust, and that the Jewish state has all 
it needs to defend itself. 

On this anniversary, we send our best 
wishes and every expression of heart-
felt goodwill and congratulations to 
the Jewish people. 

I yield the floor. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to a period of 
morning business for up to 1 hour, with 
the time equally divided and controlled 
between the two leaders or their des-
ignees, with the majority controlling 
the first half and the Republicans con-
trolling the final half. 

The Senator from Ohio. 

f 

COLOMBIA FREE TRADE 
AGREEMENT 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, in a lit-
tle more than 2 hours, I will join mem-
bers of the United States and Colom-
bian labor organizations at a news con-
ference speaking out against human 
rights abuses in Colombia, speaking 
out against the pending free-trade 
agreement that would ignore those 
abuses and, in some sense, excuse 
them. Much of the talk about this 
agreement centers around the violence 
and impunity in Colombia, especially 
as it relates to trade unionists. And for 
good reason. International organiza-
tions, human rights and religious 
groups look at Colombia’s record with 
alarm and urgency. Human rights de-
fenders, trade unionists, community 
leaders, and religious leaders are 
today, in too many cases, receiving 
death threats from rearmed para-
military groups such as the Black Ea-
gles and are reeling from a new wave of 
violence. 

Before, during, and after a country-
wide rally on March 6, 2008, against 
paramilitary and all forms of violence, 
at least two march organizers were 

killed. Union leaders Carlo Burbano 
and Carmen Cecilia Carvajal were 
killed for simply trying to voice their 
views. Three other social leaders were 
killed in events that also were associ-
ated with the march. March organizers 
all over the country received death 
threats. One organizer’s house was at-
tacked with gunfire on February 29. 
Those human rights issues are serious. 
Yet the administration takes them in 
stride, barely acknowledging the Co-
lombian culture of violence and then 
impunity, in too many cases, for those 
who committed those violent acts. 

In a short while, I will stand with 
nearly a dozen brave women and men 
who have come to Washington to give 
witness to the horrific danger they and 
their loved ones face every day. These 
brave men and women face threats to 
their jobs, their families, their homes, 
and their lives. They are under threat 
because they have taken a stand. They 
have fought for labor and human rights 
in Colombia. 

One message I want them to take 
back to Colombia is that we are not 
taking lightly what is happening to 
them. The administration may be tak-
ing it lightly, but an awful lot of peo-
ple in the House and Senate and an 
awful lot of Americans don’t take this 
lightly. We will push the Bush adminis-
tration to take a stand against the vio-
lence occurring in Colombia instead of 
glossing over it. 

The President must not forsake our 
Nation’s values, our profound respect 
for the rule of law, and our Nation’s 
hard-won progress on behalf of labor 
and human rights and basic rights. 
Again, the President must not forsake 
our Nation’s values and our profound 
respect for the rule of law or our hard- 
won progress to establish labor, 
human, and basic rights. The President 
must not forsake our values or dismiss 
the sacrifices of so many. 

The Colombian Government has 
taken steps to strengthen legal institu-
tions and processes—I acknowledge 
that—but the bottom line is the vio-
lence is not subsiding. Murders of labor 
leaders continued at a pace of one per 
week already this year. 

Some newspapers have said the vio-
lence is down—and although it was 
down last year, now it is back up—and 
we should move on with this Colombia 
trade agreement because the violence 
is down. But when there is one labor 
activist killed every single week, it is 
hard to say that is an acceptable level. 
That is what people in the administra-
tion are saying. That is what some 
newspapers are saying, that that is an 
acceptable level of violence. No, we 
should not approve a trade agreement 
when that kind of violence is aimed at 
too many labor activists. 

For the sake of both our nations, the 
United States should not sign a trade 
deal with Colombia that shortchanges 
workers, that rewards polluters, that 
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