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strongest champions. The legacy of 
Louise Shadduck will live in the hearts 
of many Idahoans, particularly for 
Idaho women now involved in politics 
or journalism. She blazed trails and in-
spired action and involvement in the 
governance of and commentary on our 
society. 

Louise lived an incredible and full 
life, working as a journalist in the 
1930s and 1940s and then shifting to pol-
itics where she served on the staffs of 
historical figures such as Governors 
Len Jordan and Charles Robins, Sen-
ator Henry Dworshak and U.S. Rep-
resentative Orval Hansen. She was a 
staunch supporter of Idaho Republicans 
over the years, but did so with discern-
ment, always making sure to remind 
those in office in her own way that it 
was Idahoans who they served, not 
themselves. 

Louise enjoyed people, and they en-
joyed her in return. In high school in 
Coeur d’Alene in the early 1930s, Louise 
wrote an article for a journalism con-
test to win a trip to Alaska. According 
to an old friend, the entire school got 
together and voted for her article; she 
won the trip. Louise was a hard work-
er. Also in high school, Louise and her 
six brothers took turns driving the 
Shadduck family dairy milk truck on 
its route in the mornings before school 
started. Some afternoons, Louise would 
invite her friends to pile on to the 
empty milk crates on the bed of the 
truck to go to Spokane to catch a 
movie. She was a pioneer in women’s 
rights, serving as Idaho State Sec-
retary of Commerce and Development 
in 1958 the first woman in the country 
in that position. Louise also ran unsuc-
cessfully against Gracie Pfost for Con-
gress in 1956. It was an historic cam-
paign, not only because it was the first 
time two Idaho women ran against 
each other in a general election for a 
national legislative office, but Pfost, 
the Democrat incumbent, was the first 
woman to represent Idaho in Congress. 

Louise served as executive director of 
the Idaho Forest Industry Council and 
received an honorary law degree from 
the University of Idaho in 1969. She was 
president of Idaho Press Women in 1966 
and was president of the National Fed-
eration of Press Women from 1971 to 
1973. Louise was an avid consumer of 
history, news and the world, traveling 
often and writing. She authored four 
books about Idaho and was working on 
a fifth when she became ill. Her mind 
was always sharp, as was her wit. Peo-
ple could count on her to be honest, 
forthright and inclusive, even of 
strangers. Many felt as if they had a 
second mom in Louise. She was a lover 
of knowledge and history, arranging 
family trips to show younger genera-
tions where their Shadduck pioneer 
roots lay. She remembered your name 
after the first introduction. People 
were vitally important to Louise, and 
her thirst for knowledge made her the 

go-to person for many people when 
they were researching information 
about Idaho. She was artistically gift-
ed, and was known for her impromptu 
illustrations, sometimes hastily 
sketched in the front of a copy of one 
of her books and given to a friend. 

Much of Idaho is rural. Louise inter-
nalized the importance of small-town 
life and the intrinsic value of people. In 
a small-town, you get to know just 
about everyone. You learn to appre-
ciate the fact that people are much 
more than just faces in a crowd. In to-
day’s hurried, populated world, Louise 
reminded many of us what was truly 
important—morals, faith, mutual re-
spect, honesty, individuality, and 
trustworthiness. Louise once told a re-
porter that people who leave this world 
without writing their story down 
means that we have lost a story. While 
Louise wrote many stories, we have 
lost an epic with her passing. 

I offer my condolences to Louise’s 
family and friends at this sad time.∑ 
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HONORING JOHN H. MCCONNELL 

∑ Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, I 
wish to honor John H. McConnell. On 
April 25, Ohio lost a dear friend and 
true statesman. Very few people cared 
as much about Ohio as John did, and 
his legacy will live on through his tre-
mendous contributions in the state. 

Though he found great professional 
success in his life, John never swayed 
from his deep-rooted commitment to 
honesty and integrity in every facet of 
his life. With just a single load of steel, 
John founded Worthington Industries 
in 1955 out of his basement home in Co-
lumbus, OH. Since then, Worthington 
Industries has reached 10 countries, 
with 63 locations and 8,000 employees. 
With its main divisions in steel proc-
essing, metal framing and pressure cyl-
inders, it generates approximately $3 
billion of sales annually. 

Above all else, the Worthington phi-
losophy has always been about prac-
ticing the Golden Rule. The commit-
ment to good citizenship, civic involve-
ment, and philanthropy is nowhere bet-
ter represented within the Worthington 
organization than at the very top 
level—and that commitment lives on 
with John’s legacy. 

Worthington Industries has also been 
recognized for its unfailing dedication 
to its employees and their families. In 
fact, it has been named one of the top 
100 best places to work in America. 
John truly cared about his employees, 
and that attitude was reflected 
throughout the entire company. 

I worked closely with John when 
Worthington Industries opened a steel 
plant in Delta, OH. Honestly, I never 
worked with anyone more candid and 
fair than John. When he made a com-
mitment, it was sure—you didn’t need 
a contract with him. He championed 
public and private partnerships, and as 

former Governor of Ohio and now U.S. 
Senator, I found great comfort know-
ing John was at the head of one of the 
largest companies in Ohio. 

In 2000, Columbus got its first profes-
sional athletic team—the Columbus 
Blue Jackets hockey team. John led 
the group of investors that brought the 
team to Columbus, where he served as 
the team’s majority owner. He also es-
tablished the Columbus Blue Jackets 
Foundation, which uses the resources 
of its professional athletes, coaches, 
and staff to improve the quality of life 
throughout central Ohio. 

John and his wife Peggy were also 
committed to advancing the care and 
prevention of heart disease, contrib-
uting $7.5 million to develop the 
McConnell Heart Hospital at Riverside 
Hospital in Columbus. The hospital 
still provides exceptional care to those 
in need and is the leading heart care 
provider in the Midwest. 

John’s outstanding leadership has 
certainly not gone unnoticed. He has 
been honored with Financial World 
Magazine’s Outstanding Chief Execu-
tive Officer of the Year Award, the Ho-
ratio Alger Award, the Ohio Governor’s 
Award, the National Football Founda-
tion Gold Medal, the Industry Week 
award for Excellence in Management, 
and with a place in the National Junior 
Achievement Business Hall of Fame. 

John was married to his wife Peggy 
for 59 years, and sadly, they were sepa-
rated when she passed away in 2005. 
Perhaps the greatest comfort John’s 
loved ones can take is in knowing that 
John has been reunited in heaven with 
his beloved wife. Their enduring love is 
a model for us all. John will be missed. 
His family, including his son, John P., 
daughter, Margaret, and five grand-
children, are in our prayers.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 9:33 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 6022. An act to suspend the acquisi-
tion of petroleum for the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve, and for other purposes. 

At 4:43 p.m. a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agrees to the 
report of the committee of conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the amendment of the Sen-
ate to the bill (H.R. 2419) to provide for 
the continuation of agricultural pro-
grams through fiscal year 2012, and for 
other purposes. 

At 5:13 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
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