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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that Ward 
Black, Patty Lawrence, and Alan Mac-
key from my staff be given floor privi-
leges for the duration of the debate on 
the farm bill conference report. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa. 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I am 
going to do some wrap-up and then 
yield the floor. It will only take me a 
couple of minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa is recognized. 

f 

EXTENSION OF FARM SECURITY 
AND RURAL INVESTMENT ACT 
OF 2002 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the Senate proceed 
to the immediate consideration of H.R. 
6051, which was received from the 
House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 6051) to amend Public Law 110– 

196 to to provide for a temporary extension 
of programs authorized by the Farm Secu-
rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 beyond 
May 16, 2008. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
read three times and passed and the 
motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 6051) was read the third 
time and passed. 

f 

SUSPENDING THE ACQUISITION OF 
PETROLEUM FOR THE STRA-
TEGIC PETROLEUM RESERVE 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 6022, which was received 
from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 6022) to suspend the acquisition 

of petroleum for the Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. HARKIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be read a third time 
and passed, the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, and any state-
ments relating to the bill be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 6022) was read the third 
time and passed. 

f 

DESIGNATING MAY 15, 2008, AS 
MILITARY KIDS DAY 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the Senate now 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 565, which was sub-
mitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 565) designating May 

15, 2008, as Military Kids Day. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. HARKIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 565) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 565 

Whereas the members of the Armed Forces 
of the United States are the greatest sol-
diers, sailors, airmen, and Marines in the 
world; 

Whereas as individuals and as a group, the 
members Armed Forces of the United States 
daily place their lives on the line for the 
United States, both here or abroad; 

Whereas the children of these patriots, 
even the youngest of them, recognize the in-
credible service their parents provide, and 
daily face the challenges of military life, 
with frequent moves, separation from their 
loved ones, and uncertainty about the fu-
ture; 

Whereas the voices of these children are 
seldom heard and their own particular sac-
rifices seldom acknowledged; 

Whereas the children of the members of 
the Armed Forces of the United States have 
an important creative outlet through the 
Annual Essay and Art Contest of the Armed 
Services YMCA; 

Whereas the compelling essays and art-
work by military children will be published 
in My Hero: Military Kids Write about their 
Moms and Dads; and 

Whereas the strength of character, humor 
and honesty offered by these children are a 
hallmark for all of us to follow as we face 
the challenges of everyday life: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the significance of the sac-

rifices made every day by the thousands of 
families across the country and the world in 
support of the members of the Armed Forces 
of the United States; 

(2) expresses gratitude for their fortitude, 
their strength, their compassion, and their 
expertise; 

(3) supports the efforts of the Armed Serv-
ices YMCA and the many other organiza-
tions that work to assist the military fami-
lies of the United States; 

(4) designates May 15, 2008, as ‘‘Military 
Kids Day’’ in the United States and at mili-
tary installations throughout the world. 

f 

NATIONAL APHASIA AWARENESS 
MONTH 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the Senate proceed 
to the immediate consideration of S. 
Res. 566, submitted earlier today by 
Senator JOHNSON. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 566) designating June 

2008 as ‘‘National Aphasia Awareness Month’’ 
and supporting efforts to increase awareness 
of aphasia. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. HARKIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent the resolution be agreed to, the 
preamble be agreed to, the motions to 
reconsider be laid upon the table, with 
no intervening action or debate, and 
any statements be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 566) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 566 

Whereas aphasia is a communication im-
pairment caused by brain damage, typically 
resulting from a stroke; 

Whereas, while aphasia is most often the 
result of stroke or brain injury, it can also 
occur with other neurological disorders, such 
as in the case of a brain tumor; 

Whereas many people with aphasia also 
have weakness or paralysis in their right leg 
and right arm, usually due to damage to the 
left hemisphere of the brain, which controls 
language and movement on the right side of 
the body; 

Whereas the effects of aphasia may include 
a loss or reduction in ability to speak, com-
prehend, read, and write, while intelligence 
remains intact; 

Whereas stroke is the 3rd leading cause of 
death in the United States, ranking behind 
heart disease and cancer; 

Whereas stroke is a leading cause of seri-
ous, long-term disability in the United 
States; 

Whereas there are about 5,000,000 stroke 
survivors in the United States; 

Whereas it is estimated that there are 
about 750,000 strokes per year in the United 
States, with approximately 1⁄3 of these re-
sulting in aphasia; 

Whereas aphasia affects at least 1,000,000 
people in the United States; 

Whereas more than 200,000 Americans ac-
quire the disorder each year; 

Whereas the National Aphasia Association 
is unique and provides communication strat-
egies, support, and education for people with 
aphasia and their caregivers throughout the 
United States; and 

Whereas as an advocacy organization for 
people with aphasia and their caregivers, the 
National Aphasia Association envisions a 
world that recognizes this ‘‘silent’’ disability 
and provides opportunity and fulfillment for 
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those affected by aphasia: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals and ideals of, and en-

courages all Americans to observe, National 
Aphasia Awareness Month in June 2008; 

(2) recognizes that strokes, a primary 
cause of aphasia, are the third largest cause 
of death and disability in the United States; 

(3) acknowledges that aphasia deserves 
more attention and study in order to find 
new solutions for serving individuals experi-
encing aphasia and their caregivers; and 

(4) must make the voices of those with 
aphasia heard because they are often unable 
to communicate their condition to others. 

f 

FOOD, CONSERVATION, AND 
ENERGY ACT OF 2008—Resumed 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan. 

Ms. STABENOW. It is my great 
pleasure to join my colleagues today to 
speak about a wonderful bipartisan ef-
fort that took a lot of time and effort, 
a lot of energy, but we all come to the 
floor tonight to celebrate a very impor-
tant food policy, conservation policy, 
energy policy to the country. And cer-
tainly there are many people to thank. 

It is wonderful to see a member of 
the Agriculture Committee as Pre-
siding Officer this evening. Mr. Presi-
dent, we thank you for your efforts. 

I certainly have to thank our chair-
man. We would not be here without our 
chairman and his passion and his pa-
tience in working through what has 
been an extremely challenging effort 
but one that—pardon the pun—has 
borne fruit and vegetables. So we are 
very pleased. It was great. 

I know Senator CHAMBLISS is not 
here, but what a wonderful partner in 
all of this as well. I know he is some-
where in the building. 

I wish to say to Senator CRAPO before 
he leaves that it has been wonderful to 
work with him on issues related to spe-
cialty crops and conservation, and also 
his wonderful leadership on the endan-
gered species legislation. 

There were 250 different organiza-
tions, from environmental organiza-
tions to businesses, that all came to-
gether. That alone is a feat. So I con-
gratulate the Senator. 

Standing next to Senator CRAPO, of 
course, is Senator ROBERTS, who comes 
with such passion and experience him-
self, having led farm bills. Despite his 
razzing me about cherries all of the 
time, and asparagus, we are going to 
get you healthy by giving you a lot 
more fruits and vegetables as a result 
of this wonderful bill. 

So there are a lot of people to 
thank—Senators BAUCUS and GRASSLEY 
for their efforts on the Finance Com-
mittee, leading us. I am proud to serve 
on both committees, as is the distin-
guished Presiding Officer, who has been 
in a spot on both Finance and Agri-
culture to help bring this all together. 

Also, we would not be here without 
Senator CONRAD and the incredible 

knowledge he and his staff have in 
crunching the numbers and being able 
to bring us to this point in so many 
ways. So thank you to him as well and, 
of course, our House colleagues, Chair-
man PETERSON and Ranking Member 
GOODLATTE and Chairman RANGEL. 

I also wish to say a special thank-you 
to a gentleman I have come to call a 
friend, Congressman CARDOZA, who was 
my partner on the issue of specialty 
crops in the House. I very much appre-
ciate all of his efforts as well. 

Of course, I have to say thank you to 
Senator REID. We would not be here if 
our leader had not focused on this and 
provided the kind of leadership at the 
right times to be able to bring people 
together and to once again provide us 
time on the floor, when time is a pre-
cious commodity here as there is so 
much to be done. So I wish to thank 
Senator REID for always getting the 
priorities right in terms of what is in 
front of us. 

Then I finally, on a personal note, 
wish to thank two terrific, hard-work-
ing members of my staff: Chris Adamo, 
who has worked every part of this bill 
for months and months, and Oliver 
Kim, who did such terrific work on the 
nutrition title for me. So I wish to 
thank both of them. 

This was not, as I said before, an easy 
negotiation. But we are very proud. I 
am very proud—I know we all are—of 
the end result. We have created new op-
portunities for food and nutrition, sig-
nificant new opportunities. We have 
new investments in renewable ener-
gies—certainly important to jobs in 
the great State of Michigan and around 
the country as well as creating energy 
independence. We strengthened our re-
search efforts. 

I am proud to have led an effort that 
began with our research institutions, 
our land grant colleges proposing 
something called CREATE–21. We used 
that structure to be able to put in 
place a research structure to be able to 
focus more on the competitive research 
and other important changes in this 
bill as well. 

We also put in permanent disaster as-
sistance. Due to some weather very re-
cently in Michigan, unfortunately, we 
may be finding ourselves needing some 
of the disaster assistance for some of 
our specialty crops. I am hopeful we 
will not but, weather being what it is, 
having a permanent disaster assistance 
program is very important. I think it is 
important to have it paid for and have 
it part of our policy. So I am pleased 
we have that as well. 

There is also an incredible conserva-
tion title that is in this bill, as well as 
rural development and, of course, our 
support for our Nation’s farmers, while 
at the same time we achieve signifi-
cant reforms. 

When you put it all together, it is an 
incredible picture of many pieces com-
ing together to create the right kind of 

values and priorities and the right kind 
of policy. I hope we will pass this con-
ference report as we passed the original 
Senate farm bill and as the House has 
passed the conference report with an 
overwhelming majority. We will then 
send a very strong message to the 
White House that we have incredibly 
strong bipartisan support, and we are 
hopeful, in fact, that we will see the 
same support in the end from the 
White House. Even though we have cer-
tainly received comments to the con-
trary, we hope we will send a very 
strong message and that they will 
come together and join with us and the 
overwhelming number of Members who 
have worked so hard and supported this 
policy. 

We have agreed on a monetary frame-
work that has been talked about before 
that is $10 billion above the baseline, 
above the last farm bill. We actually 
started with fewer dollars, $58 billion 
less than last time because of com-
modity prices and so on. So there has 
been a lot of work on the financial side 
to have a way for us to be able to cre-
ate some new investments. And it is 
significant that those investments 
were done not by raising revenue or 
raising taxes but by making reforms, 
by making changes within farm policy. 
That is very significant. 

I think it is also a credit to everyone 
involved that the $10 billion in new 
spending all goes to food and nutrition 
programs—all of it; in fact, a little bit 
more than that, $10.35 billion. That is 
extremely significant in terms of 
where our values and priorities are. 

It is important as well to indicate, as 
colleagues have, that 73 percent of the 
farm bill goes to food and nutrition 
programs for America’s families, pri-
marily through the Food Stamp Pro-
gram but through other critical pro-
grams as well. 

I can tell you, coming from Michi-
gan, where we have been hard hit as it 
relates to the economy and what has 
happened in the global economy to 
manufacturing and so on, we have a lot 
of folks who never thought they would 
need help, a lot of folks who have 
worked hard their whole lives and have 
lost their jobs and now find themselves 
in a situation that, in order to feed 
their families, they need some help. 
They paid taxes their whole lives, and 
now they are in a situation where they 
need to have some assistance. In fact, 
we have one out of eight people—one 
out of eight—in Michigan today who is 
eligible for food stamps because of the 
recession and the economy. I am proud 
we have recognized the fact that we 
need to make sure in America that 
food assistance is available at times of 
hardship when families need it. 

We have also talked about other pro-
grams. In the nutrition title, the 
school snack program is also critical in 
terms of supporting our fruit and vege-
tables growers. We are talking about 
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