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lot of people say: Why do we have farm 
programs? We don’t have a program for 
this business or that business. It is be-
cause agriculture is so unique. It is 
sort of the wellspring of everything 
else in our society—the production of 
our food and fiber, for the health of our 
country, and for our exports. 

I was listening to the President of 
the United States give his State of the 
Union Address earlier this year. I heard 
him say, there was one passage—I will 
never forget—he reminded us that last 
year our trade deficit had shrunk. I had 
hoped to hear him say in the next sen-
tence, thanks to our nation’s farmers 
because were it not for the exports of 
our agricultural commodities, our 
trade deficit would be much worse than 
it is. 

Again, I thank everyone for all of 
their statements. I thank all the mem-
bers of our committee. We will be here 
tomorrow morning, and we will have a 
final vote. I hope we will have a strong 
vote. I hope we can beat our 79 votes 
that we had in December. The House 
today had 318 votes. So I hope we have 

an equally strong vote in the Senate 
tomorrow. 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MAY 15, 
2008 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it 
stand adjourned until 9:30 a.m. tomor-
row, Thursday, May 15; that following 
the prayer and pledge, the Journal of 
proceedings be approved to date, the 
morning hour be deemed expired, the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day, and the Sen-
ate resume consideration of the con-
ference report to accompany H.R. 2419, 
the Food, Conservation, and Energy 
Act, as under the previous order; I fur-
ther ask unanimous consent that the 
mandatory quorum under rule XXII 
with respect to the cloture motions 
filed be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

PROGRAM 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, under 
the previous order, tomorrow there will 
be 90 minutes for debate on the con-
ference report prior to votes. Senators 
should expect at least two rollcall 
votes beginning as early as 11 a.m. 

As a reminder, under rule XXII, there 
is a 1 p.m. filing deadline for first-de-
gree amendments to H.R. 980, the col-
lective bargaining legislation. 

Tomorrow, Senators should also be 
prepared for votes in relation to ap-
pointing conferees to the budget reso-
lution conference. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, if there 
is no further business to come before 
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent 
that it stand adjourned under the pre-
vious order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 10:45 p.m., adjourned until Thursday, 
May 15, 2008, at 9:30 a.m. 
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