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where we work, which is rising rapidly from 
its ashes scarcely a dozen years after an ap-
palling genocide. Rwandan maternal mor-
tality rates in 1995, the year after the geno-
cide, are unknown. But they are sure to have 
exceeded the 1,800 deaths per 100,000 live 
births reported that year in relatively peace-
ful Malawi. The situation has improved dra-
matically since then. 

By helping to train and, importantly, pay 
community health workers, the Rwandan 
Ministry of Health is taking steps to link 
rural villages to health centers with the ca-
pacity to make routine labor safe. Rwanda is 
also seeking to make family planning avail-
able to citizens and to increase access to pre-
ventive and primary care through basic 
health insurance. Maternal mortality has 
dropped from more than 1,000 deaths per 
100,000 live births between 1995 and 2000 to 
less than 600 today—still terrible but well 
below the average (940) reported for sub-Sa-
haran Africa. 

At the government’s invitation, Partners 
in Health launched efforts to strengthen 
AIDS treatment and primary health services 
in one region of rural Rwanda in 2005. Mind-
ful of the lessons learned during two decades 
of work in rural Haiti—and of that young 
Haitian woman whom we watched turn 
abruptly from the anticipation of new life to 
a confrontation with death—we have made 
reducing maternal mortality and improving 
women’s health top priorities. And we have 
welcomed the opportunity to support 
Rwanda’s commitment to breaking the cycle 
of poverty and disease by including health 
care and education (especially for girls) in 
its vision of the future. It’s probably no coin-
cidence that Rwanda also boasts the world’s 
highest percentage of women in parliament. 
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IN SUPPORT OF H. CON. RES. 322— 
RECOGNIZING THE 60TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF 
THE MODERN STATE OF ISRAEL 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 14, 2008 

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H. Con. Res. 322, recog-
nizing the 60th anniversary of the founding of 
the modern State of Israel. Yom Ha’Atzmaut, 
Israel’s Independence Day, marks a day when 
Theodor Herzl’s prophetic words became re-
ality: ‘‘If you will it, it is no dream.’’ 

Since its founding on May 14, 1948, the 
modern State of Israel has established itself 
as a dynamic and democratic nation with a 
thriving economy, a pluralistic political system, 
and a vibrant cultural and intellectual center. 
The Israeli people have contributed greatly as 
scholars, innovators, educators, and more, 
and I am pleased to have this opportunity to 
recognize their accomplishments as well as 
those of Israel. 

Israel has been a vital ally of the United 
States since the beginning of its existence, 
sharing democratic values, friendship, and re-
spect and enjoying a strategic partnership. 
America and Israel shall remain close friends 
for years to come, particularly as Israel con-
tinues to seek peace with her neighbors. H. 
Con. Res. 322 reaffirms these bonds of friend-
ship and cooperation and expresses a com-
mitment to strengthen these bonds. 

On the Jewish calendar, Israel’s Independ-
ence Day falls on the 5th of Iyar, cor-
responding this year with May 8, 2008. This 
day is a joyous time to reflect with pride on 
the work of the men and women who knew 
that one day the dream of the State of Israel 
would become a reality. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to be a co-
sponsor of H. Con. Res. 322 and wish to ex-
tend warm congratulations and best wishes to 
the people of Israel as they celebrate this 60th 
year of Israel’s independence. I wish them 
peace and prosperity in the years to come, 
kein yehi ratzon. 
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IN MEMORY OF TOM ED HAYS 

HON. MIKE ROSS 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 14, 2008 

Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of my dear friend Tom Ed 
Hays of Hope, Arkansas, who passed away 
May 7, 2008, at the age of 73. 

I will forever remember Tom Ed Hays as a 
good friend, a keen businessman and some-
one who cared deeply about improving the 
quality of life in southwest Arkansas. As a nat-
ural born leader, he excelled at every task he 
took on and was an inspiration to all of us who 
knew him. 

Tom Ed Hays was born and raised in Ar-
kansas, and was always proud to call Arkan-
sas his home. After beginning his banking ca-
reer in Texas, he returned home to Hope to 
join his father and uncle in the family-owned 
bank, First National Bank of Hope. His ambi-
tion and dedication helped him rise from cash-
ier to president and CEO of the bank, a role 
which he held until the time of his passing. 
Under his guidance and leadership, the bank 
underwent significant expansion and spread to 
communities throughout southwest Arkansas. 

While Tom Ed Hays’ economic development 
efforts had a tremendous impact on the region 
and will never be forgotten, his gentlemanly 
nature is what everyone will talk about for 
years to come. The numerous accolades and 
awards he received over the years are a tes-
tament to his deep conviction of community 
service and civic responsibility. 

Tom Ed Hays will be remembered for his 
outstanding service to Hempstead County, 
southwest Arkansas, and to the entire State of 
Arkansas. Above all, he will be sorely missed 
as a friend. I extend my deepest condolences 
to his wife, Betty Jo Fite Hays; his three sons, 
Thomas Hays III of Cambridge, England, Dan-
iel Fite Hays of Hope, and John Julian Hays 
of Hope; his sister, Nancy Hays Gottwald of 
Richmond, Virginia; and to his eight grand-
children and countless friends. Tom Ed Hays 
will be greatly missed and I am truly saddened 
by this loss. 

ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF FALLEN 
HERO’S DEATH—IN HONOR OF 
ARMY SPECIALIST ARMER NA-
THAN BURKART 

HON. WAYNE T. GILCHREST 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 14, 2008 

Mr. GILCHREST. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to submit a poem penned by Albert 
Caswell of The United States Capitol Guide 
Service, in honor of a real American hero, 
Army Specialist Armer Nathan Burkart, on the 
eve of the 2nd anniversary of his gallant life 
and most tragic death in Baghdad, Iraq, on 
May 11, 2006. A Rockville native who gave 
that last full measure for all of us. Remember 
him this coming Memorial Day. 

ARMER ALL 

Armer All . . . 
Strength in honor, an American Hero who 

heard the call! 
Who so marched off to war like all of his fine 

forefathers have done so before! 

A man of character, and faith . . . 
A brave heart, who but to his country ’tis of 

thee so gave and gave! 
But All . . . But, his fine life . . . he who so 

sacrificed, showing us all how to be-
have! 

A soul, 
One’s being, so deep down inside one’s heart 

which holds! 
The Armer, The Mantle of Gold . . . to go 

and do, to shine in the light of a hero’s 
glow! 

To march forward, with clenched fists! 
To stare straight into that the darkest of all 

faces, that of death! 
To give all until none lies left, to the future 

. . . our most precious sons and daugh-
ters bless! 

A Maryland Man, 
Who so showed us all what a warm heart of 

Armer and faith so can! 
But, only the very few . . . can and have so 

done, as Heaven won . . . our fine son 
. . . Armer you! 

A leader of men, 
An Angel on Earth, who our Lord would so 

send! 
And now, as your short time is done . . . to 

Heaven rise my son . . .as your new 
battle begins! 

As an Angel in the Army of our Lord, 
As on Earth you brought your light, from 

heaven now you continue the fight . . . 
evermore! 

For yours, your life Burkart . . . was but our 
Lord’s work of art . . . for what you so 
stood for! 

Armer . . . You! 
You, so lived and died for What Is Real . . . 

For What Is True! 
Can you but hear our tears? All for you, and 

your fine life . . . and all of your lost 
years! 
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ASIAN PACIFIC HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 14, 2008 

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, in May, 
we honor Asian Pacific American Heritage 
Month, a celebration of the culture and con-
tributions of millions of Asian Americans and 
Pacific Islanders. Their diverse talents have 
contributed to communities all across our Na-
tion. 

The Eighth District of Washington has a vi-
brant Asian Pacific community. Nearly 100,000 
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders reside 
in my district, contributing to their individual 
communities through business, education, vol-
unteerism and public service, just to name a 
few. I am also very aware of the bravery and 
patriotism many in the Asian and Pacific Is-
lander community have shown by serving hon-
orably in Iraq, Afghanistan, and other dan-
gerous places. 

The Asian Pacific American community is 
growing in my district and our Nation at large. 
I know, as the influence of Asian Americans 
and Pacific Islanders grow, the American peo-
ple will more fully understand—and respect— 
the many contributions they have made to our 
communities and our Nation. 
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TRIBUTE TO CYNTHIA SCHNEIDER 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 14, 2008 

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and pay tribute to an individual 
whose dedication and contributions to the 
community of Corona, California are excep-
tional. Corona has been fortunate to have dy-
namic and dedicated community leaders who 
willingly and unselfishly give their time and tal-
ent and make their communities a better place 
to live and work. Cynthia Schneider is one of 
these individuals. On May 17, 2008, Cynthia 
will be recognized at the Corona-Norco Family 
YMCA’s 13th Anniversary Distinguished Serv-
ice Awards Dinner and will receive the YMCA 
Distinguished Service Award. 

Cynthia is senior vice president, director of 
marketing for American Security Bank, 
headquartered in Santa Ana, California. She 
was instrumental in the business case that 
convinced the bank to open its loan and mar-
keting administration offices and build a new 
branch office in Corona. For more than 30 
years, Cynthia has managed the marketing 
functions of various Southern California finan-
cial institutions, as an officer and as a private 
consultant. She specializes in improving finan-
cial performance through consultative sales 
training and gaining corporate visibility through 
strategic marketing and public relations pro-
grams. 

Cynthia has worked in Corona for 10 years 
and has been a resident for 8. During that 
time she has become an active community 
volunteer. She is a longstanding member of 
the Corona Chamber of Commerce; has 

served on their board for 7 years and was 
chairman of the board in 2006. She currently 
chairs and is a contributing writer for the 
Chamber’s Corona Business Monthly maga-
zine and heads their legislative action com-
mittee. She is the founder and organizer of the 
Chamber Missions to China and has run the 
program for 3 consecutive years. Cynthia was 
recognized by Soroptomist International in 
2006 as a Woman of Distinction for her inter-
national contributions. 

Cynthia was also instrumental in the grass-
roots campaign by the Corona Chamber of 
Commerce to help the homeless. The cam-
paign inspired community members to con-
tribute $100,000 during a 6-week period in 
2006 to keep the doors of the homeless shel-
ter open over the holidays. Cynthia has also 
served for 6 years on the board of directors 
for the Foundation for Community and Family 
Healthy, is currently president of the Circle 
City Rotary, and proudly serves on the board 
of the Corona/Norco YMCA. 

Cynthia’s tireless passion for community 
service has contributed immensely to the bet-
terment of the community of Corona, Cali-
fornia. I am proud to call Cynthia a fellow 
community member, American and friend. I 
salute her and thank her for her service as 
she receives the prestigious YMCA Distin-
guished Service Award. 
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TRIBUTE TO MR. L. ROBERT 
KIMBALL 

HON. JOHN P. MURTHA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 14, 2008 

Mr. MURTHA. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to take this opportunity on the occasion of the 
55th anniversary of L. Robert Kimball & Asso-
ciates to recognize the service and work of L. 
Robert Kimball, founder and chairman of the 
board. As a military veteran and respected 
businessman, Mr. Kimball is the epitome of 
the American entrepreneur. His original two- 
person civil engineering company, founded in 
1953, has grown to a full-service architecture, 
engineering, technology, and consulting firm of 
over 600 staff serving a wide variety of clients, 
including the Federal Government. 

Mr. Kimball served as a U.S. Army Air 
Corps Captain in World War II and as a Major 
in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in the 
Korean conflict. Among his World War II mili-
tary decorations are the Distinguished Flying 
Cross and Air Medal with three Oak Leaf 
Clusters, and the French Croix de Guerre. He 
is also a recipient of the Chapel of the Four 
Chaplains Legion of Honor Award. 

Following his military service, Mr. Kimball 
returned to his hometown of Ebensburg, 
Pennsylvania, and established the company 
known as ‘‘L. Robert Kimball, Civil Engineer.’’ 
In the 1960s, the firm began providing service 
to branches of the United States military. 
Today, Kimball provides professional services 
to, among others, the Department of Home-
land Security, the Department of Defense, the 
Department of Justice, the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, and the United States Army 
Corps of Engineers. Those services include 

cutting-edge building, innovative modeling, 
laser terrain scanning, and telecommunication 
system modernization. 

The firm’s reputation for consistent delivery 
of high-caliber services is a direct result of the 
discipline and integrity that L. Robert Kimball 
instilled throughout the company. The example 
he sets of leadership and teamwork can be 
traced back to his military service to the 
United States of America as a lead navigator 
for the 100th Bomb Group, where he set the 
flight course. It was a matter of life and death 
to make the right decisions and to work as a 
team to look out for the others in the squad-
ron. Those principles apply to the course he 
sets for staff. He encourages every employee 
to be a good professional and a good citizen. 

With that, Madam Speaker, I recognize and 
congratulate Mr. L. Robert Kimball. 
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IN HONOR OF AMERICA’S SECOND 
HARVEST 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 14, 2008 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor America’s Second Harvest, 
which is being presented with this year’s Er-
nest P. Bicknell Disaster Response Excellence 
Award from the American Red Cross. 

America’s Second Harvest, based in Chi-
cago, is the Nation’s largest charitable hunger- 
relief organization. I have long been an ad-
mirer of its work in Illinois, where 8 America’s 
Second Harvest food banks help provide food 
to 900,000 people who are struggling with ris-
ing fuel, health care, and food costs. Nation-
wide, America’s Second Harvest has a net-
work of more than 200 member food banks 
and food-rescue organizations that serves all 
50 States, the District of Columbia, and Puerto 
Rico. 

The America’s Second Harvest Network se-
cures and distributes more than 2 billion 
pounds of donated food and grocery products 
annually. The Network supports approximately 
63,000 local charitable agencies operating 
more than 70,000 programs including food 
pantries, soup kitchens, emergency shelters, 
afterschool programs, and community kitch-
ens. Each year, the America’s Second Harvest 
Network provides food assistance to more 
than 25 million low-income hungry people in 
the United States, including more than 9 mil-
lion children and nearly 3 million seniors. 

America’s Second Harvest is being been 
honored by the Red Cross because it con-
tinues to be instrumental in improving pre-
paredness and the critical delivery of disaster 
relief to individuals and communities across 
the country. America’s Second Harvest has 
partnered with the American Red Cross in dis-
aster response through its leadership with the 
National Voluntary Organizations Active in Dis-
aster (VOAD) Mass Care Committee. It has 
also worked to establish standards of care for 
victims of disaster, utilizing its proven exper-
tise in providing 2 billion pounds of food and 
grocery products to our Nation’s hungry each 
year. Unfortunately, the news of the dev-
astating cyclone in Myanmar, and the cata-
strophic earthquakes that stole thousands of 
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