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Sealy, Texas; Katherine Whitaker of Asheville, 
North Carolina; and Congresswoman MARY 
BONO MACK of Palm Springs, California, and 
her husband, Congressman CONNIE MACK. He 
is also survived by eight grandchildren, Laura 
Kenney and her husband, Doug; Daniel and 
Christopher Whitaker, Cameron and Ian 
Whitaker, Teresa Shuford, and Chesare and 
Chianna Bono, and one great grandson, 
Thomas Kenney. 

Our deepest condolences go out to our col-
league MARY BONO MACK and the entire 
Whitaker family. 
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INTRODUCTION OF A RESOLUTION 
EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
CONGRESS THAT THE UNITED 
STATES SHOULD USE ALL AP-
PROPRIATE MEASURES TO END 
COMMERCIAL WHALING 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 14, 2008 

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, today I am 
introducing a resolution expressing the sense 
of the Congress that the United States, 
through the International Whaling Commission, 
IWC, should use all appropriate measures to 
end commercial whaling in all of its existing or 
potential forms and seek to strengthen whale 
conservation and management measures. 

Whales cannot be humanely killed, accord-
ing to Dr. Peter Singer, a professor of bio-
ethics at Princeton University. As Dr. Singer 
said, causing suffering to innocent beings, 
without an extremely weighty reason for doing 
so, is wrong. Beyond subsistence needs, it is 
difficult to think of a reason weighty enough to 
cause such suffering to one of God’s most 
magnificent creatures. 

As such, the purpose of my resolution is to 
send a strong message to the Administration 
as it prepares for the June 2008 meeting of 
the International Whaling Commission, IWC, in 
Santiago. The message is simple: now is not 
the time to capitulate to calls to weaken or un-
dermine the IWC ban on commercial whaling. 
The American people care deeply about pro-
tecting whales, and the U.S. should continue 
to be an international leader in whale con-
servation. 

Established in 1946, the IWC’s initial focus 
was the allocation of whaling quotas among 
member countries. Unfortunately, whalers from 
many countries routinely exceeded these 
quotas, and whale populations plummeted. In 
response, the IWC instituted a moratorium on 
the commercial killing of whales in 1986. 

Despite this moratorium, significant whaling 
has continued. Norway officially objected to 
the moratorium and resumed commercial 
whaling in 1993. Japan and Iceland have been 
using a provision in the Convention—which al-
lows countries to issue themselves permits for 
‘‘scientific whaling’’—to kill whales under the 
guise of science, and later sell the meat com-
mercially. More than 11,000 whales have been 
reportedly killed in lethal scientific whaling pro-
grams since the adoption of the commercial 
whaling moratorium, even though the IWC Sci-
entific Committee has repeatedly stated that 

such lethal takes are not necessary for sci-
entific research. 

At the same time, Japan is calling for the 
IWC to once again sanction commercial whal-
ing in the form of ‘‘coastal’’ whaling, ‘‘commu-
nity’’ whaling, or some other iteration of small- 
scale commercial whaling that will effectively 
eviscerate the moratorium. 

In contrast, the anti-whaling nations want 
the IWC to look to the future—a future in 
which whales are protected and their nonlethal 
use is promoted. With its 75-plus members al-
most evenly divided between anti- and pro- 
whaling, it is imperative that the U.S. make 
clear its strong stand against the resumption 
of any form of commercial whaling, including 
community whaling, and that we press for the 
end of ‘‘scientific’’ whaling that is anything but 
scientific. 

Therefore, the resolution I am introducing 
today calls on the U.S. delegation to the IWC 
to remain firmly opposed to commercial whal-
ing in all its forms. The resolution urges the 
U.S. to not only initiate or support efforts to 
oppose the unnecessary lethal taking of 
whales for scientific purposes, but also seek to 
end the sale of meat and blubber from whales 
killed for scientific research in order to remove 
this perverse incentive. The resolution also 
calls on the U.S. to reject proposals that would 
weaken or lift the moratorium on commercial 
whaling by creating a new category of whaling 
deceptively called coastal or community whal-
ing. 

It is more critical than ever that the U.S. re-
main firmly opposed to any proposals to re-
sume even a limited level of commercial whal-
ing and to maintain its leadership role in shap-
ing global whale conservation policies through 
the IWC. The administration must not undo 
more than 20 years of whale conservation and 
capitulate to Japan’s demand for a sanctioned 
resumption of coastal commercial whaling. In-
stead, the U.S. should again demonstrate 
leadership in whale conservation and promote 
nonlethal uses of whales—such as whale 
watching—a far more benign and profitable 
venture. Worldwide, tourists spend an esti-
mated $1.5 billion on whale watching each 
year. 

Whales constitute a vital component of the 
world’s marine ecosystems and are some of 
the largest and most intelligent mammals on 
Earth. Conserving them requires us to uphold 
strong international agreements and maintain 
an unwavering commitment to protecting these 
species from killing for commercial gain. I 
thank my colleagues for cosponsoring this res-
olution, and I urge all Members to support it. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 14, 2008 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I rise to ex-
plain both my leave of absence from the 
House of Representatives on May 8, 2008, 
and how I intended to vote with respect to the 
legislation that was before the House on that 
day. I was unable to be in Washington on May 
8 because I was serving as a pallbearer at the 

funeral of Thomas Boggs—a close friend of 
mine for over 30 years and an outstanding cit-
izen of Memphis, Tennessee—at the request 
of his widow. 

While Thomas made a name for himself by 
rising from humble roots to become a highly 
successful restaurateur in Memphis, his mark 
on the city goes much deeper. He used his 
success in business to contribute generously, 
both in terms of his money and his time, to 
causes that have enriched Memphis. His con-
tributions to the community have benefited all 
Memphians, and his death leaves Memphis in 
grief. As a reflection of how much esteem the 
Memphis community held him in, the Memphis 
Commercial-Appeal ran a front-page, above- 
the-fold article concerning his death, an almost 
unprecedented tribute. 

I agonized over whether I should remain in 
Washington to vote on the bills that the House 
was to consider on the day of Thomas’ fu-
neral. I take my responsibilities as a Member 
of Congress very seriously, particularly with 
respect to voting on legislation. In the end, I 
decided that I needed to join the rest of the 
Memphis community as our dear friend was 
eulogized and honored for one last time. 

Had I been able to be in Washington on 
May 8, I would have voted for final passage of 
H.R. 5818, the ‘‘Neighborhood Stabilization 
Act of 2008,’’ as amended. This legislation re-
quires the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development to provide loans and grants to 
States, metropolitan cities, and urban counties 
to carry out housing stimulus activities. Such 
activities include the purchase of or financing 
the purchase of foreclosed homes for resale 
as housing, rental of such homes, or rehabili-
tation of such homes. These measures are 
designed to ensure that neighborhoods do not 
deteriorate as a result of a high foreclosure 
rate caused by predatory lending. In short, this 
bill will help to mitigate some of the negative 
effects of the foreclosure crisis. 

I also would have voted in favor of agreeing 
to the Senate amendment, with House amend-
ments, to H.R. 3221, the ‘‘Foreclosure Preven-
tion Act of 2008.’’ This bill helps homeowners 
who are in danger of losing their homes to re-
finance into lower-cost, government-insured 
mortgages they can afford to repay. It also ex-
pands affordable mortgage opportunities for 
families who might otherwise turn to subprime 
mortgages to buy a home. The bill, as amend-
ed by the House, will also expand tax benefits 
for homeowners and first-time home buyers. 
This bill, when combined with H.R. 5818, pre-
sents a comprehensive package for address-
ing the predatory lending and foreclosure cri-
ses that our country faces. 

In addition to the housing-related bills, I also 
would have voted in favor of H.R. 4279, the 
‘‘Prioritizing Resources and Organization for 
Intellectual Property Act of 2008’’ (PRO–IP 
Act.) I am an original cosponsor of this bill and 
spoke in favor of its passage when it was 
being debated on the House floor a few days 
before the vote. As I noted then, this legisla-
tion makes important improvements to intellec-
tual property law to help protect against coun-
terfeiting and piracy, including enhanced pen-
alties for intellectual property crimes, addi-
tional resources for law enforcement efforts at 
every level of government, and the creation of 
a new organizational framework at the Federal 
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level to better combat international piracy and 
counterfeiting. This bill enjoys widespread sup-
port, and everyone from the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce to the Teamsters supports it. I am 
glad that it passed with strong bipartisan sup-
port. 

Finally, I note that I would have voted 
against the Flake and Cantor Motions to In-
struct Conferees on H.R. 2419, the ‘‘Farm, 
Nutrition, and Bioenergy Act.’’ 
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TRIBUTE TO ROBERT RAUSCHEN-
BERG, AMERICAN ARTIST 

HON. CONNIE MACK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 14, 2008 

Mr. MACK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor one of America’s greatest art pioneers 
of the 20th century, Robert Rauschenberg, 
who passed away on Monday at the age of 82 
on Captiva Island. He led an extraordinary life 
and his unique approach to abstract expres-
sionism helped to pave the way for a new 
generation of contemporary artists. 

Mr. Rauschenberg was born in 1925 in Port 
Arthur, Texas. His love for art grew while he 
served in the U.S. Navy during World War II 
and had a chance to visit an art museum at 
the age of 18. When he returned home from 
the war, he used his GI Bill benefits to pay his 
tuition at art school. 

Throughout the 1950s and 1960s, Mr. 
Rauschenberg’s portfolio was varied and di-
verse. He rejected abstract expressionism and 
searched for a new method of painting. Incor-
porating his enthusiasm for popular culture, he 
turned to pop art, and used materials tradition-
ally outside of the mainstream. He was also a 
sculptor and choreographer. 

Mr. Rauschenberg moved to Captiva Island 
in the 1970s. Perhaps the thing that Mr. 
Rauschenberg will most be remembered for in 
southwest Florida was his contributions to the 
art community in our region. He generously 
donated to the gallery on the Edison College 
campus in Fort Myers, giving them the rights 
to reproduce his prints and posters and thus 
allowing the institution to support itself finan-
cially. 

In addition, Mr. Rauschenberg enjoyed shar-
ing his love of art to art students and the gen-
eral public and was often on hand at gallery 
openings to support local artists. He was also 
a strong supporter of Arts for ACT, a charity 
that supports a shelter for abused women. 

Although Mr. Rauschenberg is no longer 
with us on earth, his memory will live on in the 
paintings he loved so much, the art community 
in southwest Florida he fostered and sup-
ported, and the people he met and inspired 
every day. 
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HONORING MR. IRV ZAKHEIM 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 14, 2008 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Mr. Irv 

Zakheim, recipient of the Eastern Washington 
University 2008 Entrepreneur of the Year 
award. I am pleased to join with the EWU 
Center for Entrepreneurial Activities in hon-
oring Mr. Zakheim as a key business leader, 
locally and globally. 

Built on humble beginnings, Mr. Zakheim 
has grown his company, Zak! Designs, from a 
small business to a major global competitor 
with nine offices worldwide. Today, anyone 
with children would recognize the products 
that first brought national attention to Zak! De-
signs. 

Zak! Designs is a company that creates din-
nerware, drinkware and lunch kits featuring 
popular animated characters. They have re-
cently added travelware for on-the-go life-
styles, additional products at the forefront of 
tabletop trends, and customized programs that 
bring fresh looks to retailers. 

In addition to his business pursuits, Mr. 
Zakheim plays an integral role in the commu-
nity. He is the founder of the Zak! Celebrity 
Open, an annual golfing fundraiser that has 
brought in more than $1.5 million for charitable 
organizations in its eight years of existence. 
Last year alone, the Zak! Celebrity Open 
raised $450,000 for the Rypien Foundation 
and YWCA’s Child and Youth Services. 

Madam Speaker, Irv Zakheim embodies the 
entrepreneurial and giving spirit that makes 
this country so great. I commend Mr. Zakheim 
for his important contribution to the business 
community and invite my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating him on receiving this 
award. 
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CALLING ATTENTION TO THIS 
COUNTRY’S ORGAN DONATION 
CRISIS 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 14, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to note—with alarm—that organ donations are 
not keeping pace with need in this country, re-
sulting in the deaths of 18 patients per day as 
they wait idly by for lifelines. The shortage 
proves particularly detrimental to minority pa-
tients, who together make up a staggering 50 
percent of people on the transplant waiting list. 
Because of a paucity of minority donors, and 
the bruising effect of disparate and unequal 
access to health care, minority patients find 
themselves most vulnerable to a deepening 
crisis that should rally all Americans to the 
cause. 

The health of our citizens should remain 
foremost on our minds. As the leading power 
and example in the world, this country should 
strive to carve out a premier health care sys-
tem that works for everyone, not just the politi-
cally connected, not just the moneyed. For 
every American, we have safeguarded the 
promise of life, liberty, and happiness—and 
we ought to make good on that. We can have 
none of the three without adequate health 
care. This should be our national pride: to 
continually develop and improve upon our re-
markable successes in medicine, to shape 
and mold a health care system that is the 
envy of the world. 

An April 22 New York CARIB News piece, 
titled ‘‘Organ Donation A Crisis Among Minori-
ties’’ and written by Dr. Jennifer Wider, de-
notes these concerns and offers solutions. 
ORGAN DONATION A CRISIS AMONG MINORITIES 

The number of people needing organ trans-
plants is rising faster than the number of do-
nors, according to statistics from the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services. 
Roughly 77 people receive organ transplants 
per day in the United States, but 18 people 
die each day waiting for transplants that 
will never happen due to the shortage of 
available organs. 

Organ transplantation involves putting or-
gans or tissues from one person into the 
body of another person, whose organs or tis-
sues have been damaged or are no longer 
working. 

‘‘The recipient has to be immunologically 
matched to the donor well enough that the 
organ won’t be immediately rejected,’’ says 
Mark Schnitzler, Ph.D., assistant professor 
of health administration at Washington Uni-
versity School of Medicine in St. Louis. 
‘‘Blood type match has to be acceptable and 
the recipient can’t be already sensitized to 
the donor’s tissue types.’’ 

The need for transplants is particularly 
high among minorities, especially among Af-
rican-Americans. Of the 83,000 people on the 
national transplant waiting list, approxi-
mately fifty percent are minorities, accord-
ing to United Network for Organ Sharing. 

According to a recent study in the Amer-
ican Journal for Respiratory Critical Care 
Medicine, David J. Lederer, M.D., and col-
leagues at Columbia University College of 
Physicians and Surgeons in New York found 
that, ‘‘After listing for lung transplantation, 
African-American patients with chronic ob-
structive pulmonary disease were less likely 
to undergo transplantation and more likely 
to die or be removed from the list compared 
with Caucasian patients.’’ Unequal access to 
care is among the likely reasons Lederer and 
his team cited for this disparity. 

Organ donation recipients are more likely 
to match up to others of their own race and 
ethnicity. ‘‘Both blood type and tissue types 
have racial and ethnic patterns,’’ Schnitzler 
said. That is why it is important to look into 
ways to increase minority organ donations. 

The need for more donor organs among mi-
nority women is especially great because mi-
nority women suffer disproportionately from 
certain diseases of the kidney, heart, lung, 
pancreas, and liver that can lead to organ 
failure. 

‘‘Minority women are well represented as a 
share of the total population that donates 
organs, but their need for transplants is 
greater,’’ said Sherry Marts, Ph.D., vice 
president of scientific affairs for the Society 
for Women’s Health Research, a Washington, 
D.C., based advocacy organization. ‘‘Because 
of a shortage of appropriate donor organs, 
minority women often have to wait longer 
for doctors to find a match. Sadly, many die 
waiting. With more donated organs from mi-
nority women, finding a match will be 
quicker, waiting times will be cut and more 
lives will be saved.’’ 

Further complicating matters are studies 
that show the biological sex of the organ 
donor and recipient can affect transplant 
success. At least one study has found that 
the combinations least likely to result in 
organ rejection are female recipient-male 
donor, followed by male recipient-male 
donor. 

‘‘These findings have not yet affected clin-
ical practice because of the organ shortage,’’ 
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