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funds in five communities. Under current law, 
only local public funds may be used as local 
match; this pilot program would allow private 
funds to be used in limited circumstances. 

The provision will require the private pro-
viders of vanpool services to use revenues 
they receive in providing public transportation, 
in excess of their operating costs, for the pur-
pose of acquiring vans, excluding any 
amounts that the providers may have received 
in Federal, State, or local government assist-
ance for such acquisition. The Department of 
Transportation will implement and oversee the 
vanpool pilot projects, and will report back to 
Congress on the costs, benefits, and effi-
ciencies of the vanpool projects. 

Finally, H.R. 6052, the ‘‘Saving Energy 
Through Public Transportation Act of 2008,’’ 
increases the Federal share for additional 
parking facilities at end-of-line fixed guideway 
stations. This provision increases the total 
number of transit commuters who will have ac-
cess to those facilities. 

Public transportation use in all of its forms— 
bus, rail, vanpool, ferry, streetcar, and subway 
ridership to name a few—saves fuel, reduces 
emissions, and saves money. The direct pe-
troleum savings attributable to current public 
transportation use in the United States is 1.4 
billion gallons per year. When the secondary 
effects of transit availability on travel are also 
taken into account, the equivalent of 4.2 billion 
gallons of gasoline is saved annually—more 
than 11 million gallons of gasoline per day. 

Increasing public transportation use by pro-
viding incentives for commuters to choose 
transit options, thereby reducing their transpor-
tation-related energy consumption and reli-
ance on foreign oil, as well as decreasing their 
greenhouse gas emissions, is a priority of this 
Congress. 

I look forward to working with my colleagues 
to pass this important legislation. 
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HONORING WILLIAM KEARNEY OF 
LAKE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 14, 2008 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Mr. Bill 
Kearney, who is being honored by the Lake-
side Wellness Foundation for his years of 
service to the citizens of Lake County. Mr. 
Kearney is being recognized for his out-
standing contributions to Sutter Lakeside Hos-
pital as well as the community at large. 

Bill is deservedly known as ‘‘Mr. Commu-
nity.’’ Having previously served in the US 
Army in both Korea and Vietnam, he has 
since served on the Board of Sutter Lakeside 
since 1999 and has been President of the 
Board since 2005. He has given countless 
hours to the hospital over the years and al-
ways goes the extra mile, be it helping with 
physician recruitment or serving as a commu-
nity ambassador. He also serves as the 
emcee of the annual Lake County Stars 
awards, lending his considerable charm and 
wit to what is always a memorable evening. 

Mr. Kearney is not only a hero in the Lake 
County non-profit and health care commu-

nities, but a business leader as well. He owns 
two successful pharmacies and hosts a radio 
show discussing health issues. Bill is equally 
generous with his time and abilities in the 
business community. He has served two terms 
as President of the Chamber of Commerce 
and is affiliated with all local service organiza-
tions. He also leads the co-op for small phar-
macies in Northern California. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, it is my 
distinct pleasure to recognize Bill Kearney for 
his many years of service. He has been a 
model citizen and leader in Lake County, his 
presence has enriched the lives of everyone in 
our community and I am honored to call him 
a friend. I join his wife Dana, four children and 
twelve grandchildren in wishing him continued 
success and fulfillment. 
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HONORING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FOUNDING OF 
ISRAEL 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 14, 2008 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Madam Speaker, sixty years 
ago today, as the world was still recovering 
from the horrors of the Second World War and 
the devastation of the Holocaust, the modern 
state of Israel was founded. 

In the sixty years since its founding, Israel 
has overcome numerous security threats while 
serving as a model democracy in the Middle 
East and a beacon of freedom in the region. 
Importantly, Israel has also been one of Amer-
ica’s strongest and most steadfast allies. 

In fact, the strong relationship between our 
two countries dates back to Israel’s very 
founding. 

Within eleven minutes of Israel’s declaration 
of Independence, President Harry Truman for-
mally recognized the new nation and estab-
lished America as Israel’s first and closest 
friend. 

Today, the strong partnership between our 
two countries continues through commerce, 
educational links, familial ties, and joint efforts 
to stabilize and bring peace to the Middle 
East. 

So as we mark this important date and pay 
tribute to Israel’s founding, let us also recom-
mit to a continued friendship and partnership 
with Israel and a renewed dedication to secur-
ing a lasting peace in the Middle East. 
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CELEBRATING 60 YEARS OF RE-
MARKABLE ACHIEVEMENTS BY 
OUR FRIEND AND ALLY ISRAEL 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 14, 2008 

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, as we cele-
brate the 60th anniversary of the founding of 
Israel, I am proud that the United States and 
Israel have built a strong, unique, and special 
relationship. 

It took the United States, under President 
Harry Truman’s leadership, only 11 minutes 

after Israel had been declared a state to offi-
cially welcome her into the community of na-
tions. After, President Truman said, ‘‘I had 
faith in Israel before it was established, I have 
faith in it now. I believe it has a glorious future 
before it—not just another sovereign nation, 
but as an embodiment of the great ideals of 
our civilization.’’ 

The creation of the State of Israel was a 
bold step in May of 1948. The first prime min-
ister of Israel, David Ben-Gurion, once said 
that ‘‘courage is a special kind of knowledge: 
the knowledge of how to fear what ought to be 
feared and how not to fear what ought not to 
be feared.’’ It is from such courage that the 
State of Israel was formed and from which 
Israel continues to maintain its vibrant and 
strong democracy today. We can all learn ex-
amples from the struggles that the citizens 
have endured and the grief they have over-
come to remain a democratic outpost in the 
Middle East. 

The achievements of the Israeli people and 
their government over the past 60 years are 
remarkable. For instance, when it comes to 
education, well over half of Israelis aged 20- 
24 are enrolled in one of the country’s institu-
tions of post-secondary or higher education. 
Healthcare is guaranteed by law—for all 
Israelis—from infancy to old age. As for agri-
culture, the country produces almost 70 per-
cent of its food requirements—from land that 
was once not remotely capable of sustaining 
crops or livestock. Finally, despite the growing 
demand for expansion of farmland and indus-
trial centers, the Israeli government has set 
aside land for 150 nature reserves and 65 na-
tional parks throughout the country, with sev-
eral hundred additional sites in planning. While 
these achievements are each remarkable in 
their own right, they are only a sample of what 
Israel has accomplished in a mere 60 years. 

As a lifelong supporter of our most impor-
tant ally in the Middle East, I have had the 
pleasure of traveling to Israel. These visits 
have only reinforced my strong conviction that 
Israel, like all states in the world, has the right 
to respond in self-defense to protect her sov-
ereignty and citizens. 

As chairman of the House Committee on 
Appropriations Special Intelligence Oversight 
Panel, I know that Israel has been a loyal and 
cooperative partner in combating terrorism. 
Our country has a lot to learn from Israel and 
her experiences with acts of terrorism. 

As Israel continues to face threats from her 
neighbors, America must continue to stand 
with her. Additionally, a strong American rela-
tionship with Israel is essential for regional 
stability. We have a responsibility to help 
Israel stand up to and prevent terrorist attacks. 
Last year, I supported $2.4 billion in military 
assistance for Israel, and will continue to sup-
port additional U.S. foreign assistance for 
Israel. 

I also strongly believe that the United States 
must remain actively engaged in ensuring a 
peaceful settlement of the current conflict be-
tween the two parties. 

It is essential that the United States become 
more involved diplomatically to help diffuse 
conflicts like the one in Lebanon two summers 
ago and help move the parties to a broader 
settlement that will defang the militant and ter-
rorist factions and will result in a peaceful Mid-
dle East and a viable two states. 
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