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AmeriCorps programs throughout the 
State. One such program is coordinated 
by the Santa Barbara County Edu-
cation Office in my district. This pro-
gram provides daily tutoring and read-
ing for over 700 at-risk students, re-
cruits volunteers for additional edu-
cational programs, and works to in-
crease disaster preparedness in the 
schools in the county. 

The 62.4 million hours served by 
AmeriCorps members have bettered the 
communities and touched the lives of 
countless Americans. This is the U.S.A. 
at its best. To all these incredible 
AmeriCorps members, I commend you 
and thank you for your service. 

f 

PABLO BACHELET 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to congratulate my good 
friend, Pablo Bachelet, the Latin 
American correspondent in Washington 
for my hometown newspaper, The 
Miami Herald. Pablo is leaving the 
paper to join the Inter-American Bank 
for Development. 

Pablo, the father of two, is a sophis-
ticated and keen observer of the his-
tory and politics of Latin America, 
writing incisively about democracy, di-
plomacy and security issues, and ex-
ploring the rich and sometimes com-
plicated relationships that America 
has with the people of this dynamic re-
gion. 

Pablo has traveled extensively in 
Latin America, writing about every-
thing from hurricane devastation in 
Grenada and the struggles against 
drugs and corruption to the grief 
caused by the disco fire in Buenos 
Aires and U.S. policy toward Mexico or 
Cuba or Colombia or Venezuela. 

Throughout his career, Pablo has al-
ways displayed a masterful command 
of the issues to keep us, the Herald’s 
loyal readers, informed about a region 
so important to our interests. Pablo’s 
extensive experience and knowledge 
will serve all of us who care deeply 
about the economic and social progress 
in Latin America. 

My words are not ones of farewell, 
but ones of welcome for a new begin-
ning and an upward march of a great 
talent and a warm and thoughtful 
human being. 

Felicidades, Pablo. 
f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R. 
2642, SUPPLEMENTAL APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2008 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, 
by direction of the Committee on 
Rules, I call up House Resolution 1197 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1197 
Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-

lution it shall be in order to take from the 
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 2642) making 
appropriations for military construction, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2008, and for other purposes, with 
the Senate amendment thereto, and to con-
sider in the House, without intervention of 
any point of order except those arising under 
clause 10 of rule XXI, a motion offered by the 
chairman of the Committee on Appropria-
tions or his designee that the House concur 
in the Senate amendment with each of the 
three amendments printed in the report of 
the Committee on Rules accompanying this 
resolution. The Senate amendment and the 
motion shall be considered as read. The mo-
tion shall be debatable for two hours equally 
divided and controlled by the chairman and 
ranking minority member of the Committee 
on Appropriations. The previous question 
shall be considered as ordered on the motion 
to its adoption without intervening motion 
except that the Chair shall divide the ques-
tion among each of the three House amend-
ments. 

SEC. 2. During consideration of the motion 
to concur pursuant to this resolution, not-
withstanding the operation of the previous 
question, the Chair may postpone further 
consideration of the motion to such time as 
may be designated by the Speaker. 

SEC. 3. The chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations may insert in the daily issue 
of the Congressional Record dated May 15, 
2008, such material as he may deem explana-
tory of the motion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
TAUSCHER). The gentlewoman from 
New York is recognized for 1 hour. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, 
for the purpose of debate only, I yield 
the customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER). 
All time yielded during consideration 
of this rule is for debate only. 

I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. I also ask unanimous consent 
that all Members be given 5 legislative 
days in which to revise and extend 
their remarks on House Resolution 
1197. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, 

H. Res. 1197 provides for the consider-
ation of the Senate amendment to H.R. 
2642, the Supplemental Appropriations 
Act of 2008. 

The rule makes in order a motion by 
the chairman of the Committee on Ap-
propriations to concur in the Senate 
amendment with three House amend-
ments. The rule provides 2 hours of de-
bate on the motion controlled by the 
Committee on Appropriations. The rule 
provides for a division of the question 
on the adoption of the three House 
amendments listed in the Rules Com-
mittee report. The rule also provides 
that the chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations may insert in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD dated May 15, 2008, 

such material as he may deem explana-
tory of the motion. 

Madam Speaker, with a deep appre-
ciation for the importance of the legis-
lation before us today, the Rules Com-
mittee has reported out a rule that al-
lows for a full, thorough debate on 
three amendments critical to the fu-
ture of our Nation. This process will 
give each Member ample opportunity 
to vote their conscience on whether to 
fund the war or not, place conditions 
on our Iraq policy or not, or choose to 
support veterans over millionaires. 

The legislation we are about to take 
up was forged with the idea of con-
sensus. It meets the spending require-
ments made by President Bush, includ-
ing the $5.8 billion that he asked for to 
strengthen the levees in New Orleans. 
In addition, it does not include a single 
earmark, except those explicitly re-
quested by Mr. Bush’s administration. 

On the other hand, the legislation is 
not a blank check because it is impor-
tant to remember why we are really 
here today. This is the sixth year of 
the war in Iraq. More than 4,000 United 
States service men and women, 28 from 
my district alone, are dead. Tens of 
thousands have been wounded and 
physically disabled, and far too many 
suffer from post-traumatic stress dis-
order and a host of other mental health 
issues. What’s more, the civilian death 
total is devastating. Millions, not 
thousands, of Iraqi men, women and 
children are dead. Millions more have 
been forced into camps or other coun-
tries that will accept them. 

At a time of economic emergency, 
when the American family is under 
siege, the war continues to be waged at 
a staggering cost to the American tax-
payer and at the expense of our eco-
nomic security. 

A few weeks ago, the New York 
Times reported on the Bush adminis-
tration’s practice of paying off sup-
posedly independent military analysts 
to shade the truth about what was real-
ly happening in Iraq. This administra-
tion was so concerned that Americans 
would find out the truth that they paid 
former U.S. military personnel to read 
from prescreened, whitewashed Pen-
tagon talking points to hide from the 
American people what was happening 
in their name. 

This may be the greatest foreign pol-
icy disaster in American history, and 
the American people overwhelmingly 
are calling for it to end. They have 
seen that this insurgency is far from 
nearing the end. They were told, 
‘‘Trust us. The Iraqi war revenues will 
pay for reconstruction.’’ Yet the Amer-
ican people are feeling the pinch as 
their hard-earned tax dollars finance 
the rebuilding of a foreign nation while 
their country’s own economy and infra-
structure are falling apart. They were 
told, ‘‘Trust us. We will make sure 
your sons and daughters have the 
equipment they need.’’ Yet we have all 
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