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to them, it would reduce gas prices just 
a little bit. Well, the reason why it 
would reduce it just a little bit is be-
cause it would take less demand off the 
marketplace, thereby keeping the same 
supply that we have but reducing de-
mand, and as such, as most people 
know with economics, when that hap-
pens prices fall. 

I think we have to go one step fur-
ther, and that one step further is in-
creasing capacity. That means we have 
to have American energy production. 
That means off the deep waters of our 
coasts we need to find oil and natural 
gas. In remote areas of Alaska, we need 
to harness the oil that is there. Wheth-
er it’s oil shale in the Rocky Mountain 
West or energy production and drilling 
in the Dakotas, I think these are the 
things that we have to be about, and 
Congress must put forward a bold ini-
tiative to do that. 
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And that’s the legislation that I have 
cosponsored here in this Chamber, to 
increase capacity and production. 

But beyond that, I think most Amer-
icans know that simply getting more 
American oil is not enough. Getting 
more American natural gas is not 
enough. Increasing refineries here in 
the United States is not enough. It’s a 
start, but long term we have to have a 
massive investment, a 21st century 
Manhattan Project that harnesses our 
power and ingenuity here in the United 
States to end our reliance on foreign 
oil, and go one step further than that, 
end our reliance on oil. That should be 
a national priority. 

Kennedy demanded that we put a 
man on the Moon before the end of the 
1960s, and we did it. In a dire time, with 
the greatest war the world has ever 
known, we developed the Manhattan 
Project to produce a devastating weap-
on that would hopefully end all wars. 
That didn’t happen in terms of ending 
the war, but we did produce nuclear 
power and a nuclear weapon in a few 
short years. 

We must have that same priority 
here in the United States and demand 
energy independence from the rest of 
the world by embracing our alter-
natives that we have here domesti-
cally, embracing our ingenuity, and 
going that final step to true energy 
independence. That’s what we should 
be about. 

This should not be a partisan issue. 
We should have a bipartisan majority 
that says, yes, we will do these things, 
and we will do these things in a short 
period of time because that’s what the 
American people deserve. 

My constituents are hurting. They 
have to drive automobiles. We don’t 
have mass transit in my district of any 
substantive form, really. So my con-
stituents are hurting. And it’s a ques-
tion about being able to take your kids 
to the beach this summer. But beyond 

that, many families are struggling just 
to buy food, keep shelter. I think we 
have to be very sensitive to the de-
mands of our constituents and realize 
that they’re hurting. And energy and 
gas prices are the central reason why 
they’re hurting. 

We have to get serious about this, 
put politics aside, and do what’s right 
for our American people. It’s the right 
thing for our American people. It’s the 
right thing for our economy. It’s the 
right thing for our future in the United 
States. 

I look forward to us working to-
gether in a bipartisan way for true en-
ergy independence. 
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ISRAEL’S 60TH ANNIVERSARY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. SARBANES) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Israel’s 60th an-
niversary. 

My first visit to Israel was in 1985. It 
was during the time of the Ethiopian 
airlift, before the first Intifada, before 
the second Intifada, and a decade be-
fore the tragic assassination of Prime 
Minister Rabin. 

I can remember feeling deeply moved 
by the powerful mix of history, culture 
and religion, the sheer humanity that 
pulsated through the tiny nation of 
Israel and those charged with its stew-
ardship. I realized, too, that America’s 
stake in the existence and preservation 
of Israel was nearly as fundamental as 
the stake of Israel’s own citizens, not 
just because of Israel’s role as a stra-
tegic military ally in what is a notori-
ously unstable part of the world, al-
though that alone would justify the 
maintenance of strong aid and assist-
ance to Israel, not just because of 
Israel’s status as the only true democ-
racy in the Middle East, although that, 
too, would call upon the United States 
to give its unwavering support. Beyond 
those things, for many Americans 
there is a deeper, usually unspoken 
reason that the United States must 
never depart from its staunch support 
for the State of Israel. In the wake of 
World War II and its tragic legacy for 
the Jewish people, the existence of 
Israel will always be a profound moral 
and spiritual imperative for the United 
States. 

On a return trip just 2 years ago, I 
had the opportunity to witness the 
growth and change that has occurred 
in Israel since my first visit a genera-
tion earlier. From the technology 
being developed in the ‘‘Silicon Wadi’’ 
to the advances in health care and 
preservation of the ecosystem, Israel is 
a model for other industrialized na-
tions. 

Mr. Speaker, in the last 60 years, 
Israel has demonstrated time and time 
again its value to the world, not just in 

geopolitical terms, but in what its peo-
ple have given us in ingenuity, innova-
tion and expression. This anniversary 
offers us an occasion to thank the peo-
ple of Israel for their strength, their 
courage, and their enormous contribu-
tions to our global community. 
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OUTLAW BIRTHRIGHT CITIZENSHIP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. TANCREDO) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, CBS 
News recently ran an expose on the 
growing phenomenon of illegal aliens 
entering the United States in order to 
give birth to a child. The segment shed 
some light on what has become an in-
creasingly costly burden to the United 
States taxpayer. 

An estimated 300,000 children of ille-
gal aliens are born in this country 
every year, largely because of a mis-
guided policy of so-called ‘‘birthright 
citizenship.’’ This peculiar policy con-
fers U.S. citizenship on any child born 
here regardless of what country their 
parents are from or whether those par-
ents are here in the United States le-
gally. We are one of few—in fact, we 
may be the only country now that still 
provides for this particular kind of citi-
zenship. 

And it’s based on a very strange sort 
of interpretation of the 14th amend-
ment, one part of the 14th amendment 
in particular. We all recognize of 
course that when the 14th amendment 
was written there was no such thing as 
illegal immigration. Certainly, there 
could have been no reference to it in 
the amendment itself. And what we 
need to do, frankly, is to pass legisla-
tion in this House and in the Senate, 
and the President needs to sign it, out-
lawing this practice and this habit, 
really, that we have gotten into, which 
is more than anything else a phe-
nomenon of custom more than it is of 
actual law or analysis of the legal sys-
tem or the Constitution of the United 
States. We should pass legislation to 
outlaw it and let it be tested at the Su-
preme Court. It results not just in the 
benefit for a child who is born as a U.S. 
citizen, it also makes it easier for the 
parent of that anchor baby or the ille-
gal alien to become a U.S. citizen 
through that child. 

The story on CBS focused on one 
woman who had crossed over the Rio 
Grande with her husband and two other 
children to give birth in the United 
States. She gave birth to a healthy 81⁄2 
pound baby on American soil after 
American doctors performed a C-sec-
tion, a procedure that carries a price 
tag of nearly $5,000, a bill that was sent 
to the American taxpayer. 

Joe Riley, the CEO of the McAllen 
Texas Medical Center near the Texas- 
Mexico border, said this sort of thing is 
quite typical. He told CBS news that he 
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