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about new State inspection programs, 
a prohibition on interstate distribution 
was placed on State-inspected beef, 
poultry, pork, and lamb. 

It is important to note that the pro-
hibition does not apply to other meats 
such as venison, pheasant, quail, rab-
bit, alligator, and others that are typi-
cally inspected under the state pro-
grams. Neither does the prohibition 
apply to other perishable products, in-
cluding milk, other dairy items, fruits, 
vegetables and fish. All of these prod-
ucts which are inspected under State 
programs are shipped freely across 
State lines and to our trading partners. 

If a State can inspect these products 
sufficiently for international distribu-
tion, they can certainly continue to do 
so for our more standard meat and 
poultry products. In the nearly 30 years 
that the USDA has reviewed State pro-
grams, the Department has never uni-
laterally found that a State inspection 
program should be discontinued due to 
an inability to meet Federal food safe-
ty regulations. 

In Utah, we have 32 meat plants 
under our State inspection program. 
These establishments, like the nearly 
2,000 similar plants nationwide, are 
mostly small businesses. Generally 
speaking, they cater to the needs of 
small, family-run farms and ranches. 
The outdated ban on interstate ship-
ment of State-inspected meats clearly 
disrupts the free flow of trade, restricts 
access to the market, and creates an 
unfair advantage for big businesses. 

Let’s not forget that meat inspected 
in 34 foreign countries can be shipped 
anywhere in the U.S. because the 
USDA has certified that the foreign in-
spection programs are equivalent to 
the Federal program, yet our domestic 
products inspected by States cannot. 
This is a ridiculous situation, and it is 
well past time to remedy it. 

So I am very pleased that the farm 
bill will remove the outdated and un-
just ban that puts our small businesses 
at such a disadvantage. Removing this 
prohibition will increase competition 
and innovation. It will provide farmers 
and ranchers an increased opportunity 
to innovate and compete to serve their 
consumers. 

I am also very pleased that the farm 
bill includes a provision by Senator 
MAX BAUCUS, which I cosponsored, that 
will set up a disaster program for the 
livestock industry. In Utah, we have 
agricultural disasters almost every 
year. Farmers in my State never know 
what Mother Nature may send their 
way, and my goal is to provide them 
greater stability. I am grateful that 
this farm bill will provide our livestock 
producers the security and certainty 
they have sought for so long. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticut is recognized. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
AGREEMENT—H.R. 634 

Mr. DODD. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing and Urban 
Affairs be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on May 15, 
2008, at 3 p.m., in executive session, to 
conduct a markup of the following: an 
original bill entitled ‘‘The Federal 
Housing Finance Regulatory Reform 
Act of 2008’’; H.R. 634, ‘‘American Vet-
erans Disabled For Life Commemora-
tive Coin Act’’ and an original bill to 
make technical corrections to title II 
of the SAFETEA–LU bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. CORKER. Madam President, re-
serving the right to object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee is recognized. 

Mr. CORKER. Madam President, the 
bill the chairman of the Banking Com-
mittee, the distinguished Senator from 
Connecticut, is speaking about is over 
400 pages long. It has been amended 
verbally numerous times over the past 
week. We are going to have a meeting 
at 3 o’clock today. None of us has seen 
the bill. None of us has seen the 
amendments. 

I have tremendous respect for the 
chairman of this committee. He is, to 
me, one of the best Senators in this 
body to work with. I respect the rank-
ing committee member. I know time is 
of the essence, if you will, as to ad-
dressing some of the issues that are in 
this bill. I am very disappointed that 
today at 3 we are going to be going 
through a very technical bill many 
Senators in this body, candidly, may 
not ever take the time to look at be-
cause of the technicalities that exist 
and the specialties that will be ad-
dressed, if you will, by this bill. 

I am very tempted to object to this, 
not because it is taking place today at 
3, but because of the fact that we do 
not have any of the documentation re-
garding the agreements that have been 
made. 

Out of my respect for this chairman 
and out of my respect for the ranking 
member, I will not object at this time. 
But I will say, in the future I hope for 
a technical bill such as this that is 
more than a few lines—something that 
is over 400 pages long—there will be 
time to actually go through the bill 
prior to a very strenuous markup. I in 
no way assert any negativity toward 
the Senator. I know he is doing the 
best he can to hold this bill together. I 
know there are a lot of competing in-
terests. It is actually out of respect for 
him trying to do the job he is doing 
today, in order to move something for-
ward in this body, that I will not ob-
ject. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. DODD. Madam President, I ap-
preciate the Senator not objecting, but 

let me, for the purpose of the record, 
inform him that the committee print 
has not been changed. There were no 
verbal agreements. The bill was avail-
able a week ago for anyone to read. It 
was in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. It 
has been on a Web page as well so the 
public at large could read it here. 

It is a long involved process, an in-
volved process. The only reason we are 
meeting at 3 today is because of the re-
quest of the ranking member to delay 
the markup this morning. I am here to 
work out some additional provisions. I 
want to let my colleague know that. I 
appreciate my colleague very much. He 
is a very active and constructive mem-
ber of the Banking Committee, but this 
is a product that has been available for 
people to review almost for a week 
now, before the markup actually was 
to occur this morning. 

I appreciate his not objecting. We 
will see how things progress. Nonethe-
less, we will keep working at it, but his 
involvement will be critical. 

Mr. CORKER. Madam President, I 
wish to say that portions—while no 
doubt we have the original text, it is 
my understanding negotiations were 
taking place throughout the night. I 
was getting e-mails at 1:30 in the morn-
ing regarding the negotiations, and yet 
I have seen no written copies of any of 
the agreements that have been made. I 
would say that would be nice to see 
prior to a markup of this type, but 
again out of respect I will not object, 
and thank you very much for this col-
loquy. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
we now proceed to a period of morning 
business for 1 hour with Senators being 
allowed to speak therein for a period 
up to 10 minutes each. 

I tell all Members the reason for this 
is we are going to move to the budget, 
appointing of conferees, with Senator 
CONRAD and Senator JUDD GREGG hav-
ing some issues they need to work out 
prior to that. I think it would be in the 
best interests of us all if that consent 
agreement were confirmed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
Mr. REID. Madam President, I would 

amend that to have the time equally 
divided between the majority and mi-
nority. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa. 

f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, 
we have 30 minutes on the Republican 
side. I would like to proceed to use 
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probably most of that. I may not use 
all of it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is 
a unanimous consent agreement that 
speakers are limited to 10 minutes 
each. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. I ask unanimous 
consent to proceed for a longer period 
of time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

SCAPEGOATING OF ETHANOL 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I 
come to the floor to rebut the 
scapegoating of ethanol, which is part 
of the food versus fuel debate. 

I do not do it for a one-way conversa-
tion. I hope I can encourage conversa-
tion on this subject among my col-
leagues so we can look at this from a 
scientific and economic point of view 
and avoid scapegoating. 

For almost 30 years, I have been lead-
ing an effort with many of my col-
leagues to promote policies to grow a 
domestic renewable fuels industry. We 
have promoted homegrown renewable 
fuels as a way to lessen our dependance 
on foreign oil and to improve our air 
quality. 

For all these years, we have hardly 
heard anything negative about these 
policies. Now, ethanol and other 
biofuels are being made a scapegoat for 
a whole variety of problems. Never be-
fore in 30 years has the virtuous bene-
fits of ethanol and renewable fuels been 
so questioned and so criticized. 

The problem is, none of these criti-
cisms are based on sound science, 
sound economics, or for that matter 
even common sense. I had the oppor-
tunity to hear an intelligent discussion 
of this, maybe it only lasted a couple of 
minutes, on a program on Fox News 
Saturday night called, ‘‘The Beltway 
Boys.’’ And these people are very intel-
ligent people. 

I heard Mort Kondracke, a veteran 
journalist, falling prey to some of the 
same erroneous talking points that I 
have heard over and over for the past 
couple of weeks. 

Mr. Kondracke is one-half of that in-
telligent duo on Fox News that I re-
ferred to as ‘‘The Beltway Boys.’’ 
Maybe Mr. Kondracke has spent too 
much time inside the beltway and 
could use a little real world expla-
nation from a family farmer like me 
from the Midwest. 

Some of my colleagues in the Senate 
have also gotten involved in this misin-
formation campaign, and that is why I 
did not come to the floor to speak; I 
come to the floor to encourage dia-
logue with my colleagues on this sub-
ject because it seems there is a ‘‘group- 
think’’ mentality when it comes to 
scapegoating ethanol for everything 
from high gas prices, global food short-
ages, global warming, and even defor-
estation. 

But, as was recently reported, this 
anti-ethanol campaign is not a coinci-
dence. It has been well thought out, 
well programmed, and that program is 
going on. It turns out that a $300,000, 6- 
month retainer of a beltway public re-
lations firm is behind the smear cam-
paign against ethanol. And they have 
been hired by a trade association re-
ferred to as the Grocery Manufacturers 
Association. They have outlined their 
strategy of using environmental, hun-
ger, and food aid groups to dem-
onstrate their contrived crisis. And it 
is right here in a 26-page document put 
out by the Glover Park Group, called 
‘‘The Food and Fuel Campaign.’’ They 
enlist the support of these other non-
profit groups that are involved with en-
vironment and hunger. 

I think it is important for policy-
makers and the American people to 
know who is behind this effort. Accord-
ing to reports, downtown DC lobbyists, 
the Glover Park Group, and the Dutko 
Worldwide are leading the effort to un-
dermine and denigrate the patriotic 
achievements of American farmers to 
reduce our dependence on foreign oil, 
while also providing a safe and afford-
able food environment. 

The principal leaders behind the 
Glover Park Group’s proposal reads 
like a who’s who of Democratic 
operatives. The effort is led by former 
President Clinton’s Press Secretary, 
Joe Lockhart. Another is 8-year vet-
eran of the Clinton-Gore White House, 
Michael Feldman. 

Other leaders in this misinformation 
campaign include Carter Eskew, Mike 
Donilon, Joel Johnson, and Susan 
Brophy, all of which proudly display 
their ties to the Clinton-Gore White 
House and their credentials of helping 
elect Democratic candidates. 

This campaign against ethanol is 
more sophisticated than anything I 
have seen put on by big oil over the 
last 30 years, as big oil has been a con-
stant fighter. I will show you how this 
is a well-sophisticated political oper-
ation and public relations effort. For 
instance, the media relations public af-
fairs responsibility comes under the 
partners in charge, Joe Lockhart and 
Michael Feldman. The advocacy and 
image advertising comes under the 
leadership of partners in charge, Carter 
Eskew and Mike Donilon. The legisla-
tive affairs part of it is directed by 
partners in charge, Joel Johnson and 
Susan Brophy. 

Now, these people are outstanding 
people. They are going to be able to de-
liver what they have said they could 
do. That is why we have to take it very 
seriously. 

I suggest that Democrats in the Sen-
ate who claim to support our Nation’s 
drive toward energy independence 
should be alarmed by this group’s 
planned campaign and the tactics being 
used. 

I happen to be one who fought Presi-
dent Clinton during his 8 years in office 

at every turn when he tried to under-
mine our renewable fuels industry. The 
outstanding example I remember is 
when California made application to 
the EPA for a waiver under the Clean 
Air Act at the very time that MTBE 
was being outlawed because it was poi-
soning the groundwater. The only oxy-
genate that you could use in gasoline 
then was ethanol. California sought an 
exemption. We were able to win that by 
the Clinton administration not allow-
ing it. Now, of course, we find ourselves 
fighting President Clinton’s former 
staff and staff who worked for the Gore 
and Kerry Presidential campaigns, 
leading an effort for the grocery manu-
facturers to smear ethanol, after 30 
years of developing an industry be-
cause people called for more renewable 
energy. They wanted renewable, clean- 
burning energy. They didn’t want to be 
reliant upon dirty-burning petroleum. 
They didn’t want to be relying upon 
importing so much. 

I imagine that they are leading this 
effort partly because they are being 
paid well for doing so, but they maybe 
can’t stand the fact that President 
Bush has proved to be the best friend 
the renewable fuels industry has had. 
Because their old boss failed miserably 
at crafting policies to promote ethanol, 
they are doing everything they can to 
tear down the success President George 
W. Bush has helped foster. 

There are a lot of intelligent people 
who have been misled by this campaign 
and are simply wrong. They are using 
in their speeches a lot of the rhetoric 
that comes out of this effort. The facts 
don’t back up the argument. I invite 
my colleagues to look at the facts, 
challenge me, have a dialog on this 
subject so we can use science as a basis 
for what we are doing, and economics 
as well. 

It is time to dispel the myths perpet-
uated by Mr. Kondracke, one of the 
Beltway boys—he was probably report-
ing this misinformation because he is a 
smart person—the Glover Park Group, 
and others. 

The Grocery Manufacturers Associa-
tion, I have come to the conclusion, 
needs an excuse to gouge consumers of 
America with higher food prices, and 
an easy scapegoat for increasing food 
prices is, of course, ethanol. One myth 
that pops up again and again is that 
ethanol takes more energy to produce 
than it provides. I heard Mr. 
Kondracke say that. Let’s look at the 
facts. In 2005, the Argonne National 
Laboratory study concluded that it 
takes only seven-tenths of one unit of 
fossil energy to make one unit of eth-
anol. That is a positive net energy bal-
ance. In comparison, it takes 1.23 units 
of fossil energy to make one unit of pe-
troleum gasoline. So why aren’t the 
grocery manufacturers of America 
bringing up the point that petroleum 
processing into gasoline is not energy 
positive? Because gasoline requires 
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