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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 
TRIBUTE TO MRS. MARY ELLEN 

TOLLIVER 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2008 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speaker, there 
is no greater gift that one can give when they 
give of themselves and Mr. Speaker such was 
the life and such is the legacy of Mrs. Mary 
Ellen Tolliver. 

Mary Ellen Tolliver was born on September 
1, 1915 in Richmond, Virginia; to the union of 
the late Thomas Day and Georgetta Walker- 
Day. Mary Ellen Day was the oldest of four 
children. 

On Tuesday, May 13, 2008 at 2:30 a.m., 
God called Mary Ellen Day home for she had 
done her part. ‘‘Peace I leave with you, my 
peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, 
give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled 
neither let it be afraid’’ (John 14:27). 

Mary Ellen Day moved to Pennsylvania as 
a young child with her family where she at-
tended the public school system. Mary Ellen 
Day was married to John L. Toliver in 1935 
and they attended Enon Tabernacle Baptist 
Church in Germantown, where she worshiped 
until her passing. John and Mary Toliver never 
had children of their own, but considered 
many in the community as their own family 
and provided them with values and traditions 
that will live on forever. 

Mary Ellen Toliver dedicated her life to the 
field of mental health. She worked as a nurse 
at the Byeberry State Mental Hospital in Penn-
sylvania, also known as the Philadelphia State 
Hospital for 40 years from where she retired. 

While at Byeberry, Mary Ellen Toliver be-
came close to and took two long-term patients 
from Byeberry into her home in Germantown. 
Julia and Sweeney were abandoned by their 
families, but felt at peace with Mary Ellen 
Toliver. Mary Ellen Toliver shared her home 
with both ladies until their passing; Julia for 24 
years and Sweeney for 30 years. They 
brought her great joy. 

Mary Ellen Toliver, was preceded in death 
by her husband John L. Toliver, her brother 
Sonny Day, and sister Mabel Day. Mary Ellen 
Toliver leaves to cherish her lasting memories; 
her sister Willeta Day, and her sister Aquilla 
Laws. Mary Ellen Toliver leaves a host of 
nieces, great-nieces, nephews, great neph-
ews, cousins, and the Enon Tabernacle Bap-
tist Church family. 

CONGRATULATING TOM HAMBY ON 
THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIRE-
MENT 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2008 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pride and pleasure that I rise to honor 
the long and distinguished career of Tom 
Hamby, on the occasion of his retirement from 
AT&T Inc. 

A native of Social Circle, Georgia, Tom 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in engi-
neering at the University of Georgia. He was 
commissioned in the Army Corps of Engineers 
and went on to serve 10 years in the reserves 
and National Guard. 

As the Birmingham News described Tom, 
he is ‘‘one of Birmingham’s most influential 
business leaders.’’ With a career spanning 
over 37 years, Tom has served in various as-
signments in the network, marketing, and reg-
ulatory departments in Georgia, Alabama, and 
Washington, DC, and he was appointed to his 
current position, AT&T president—Alabama, in 
1999. 

In the early 1990s, Tom led the effort to 
bring caller identification and voice mail prod-
ucts to customers. During his tenure as presi-
dent, the Alabama Legislature passed land-
mark telecommunication legislation, which led 
to greater competition, investment, customer 
choice as well as new services. 

Tom is also well-known in Birmingham and 
throughout the State of Alabama as a leader 
in both the business and civic communities. 
He is chairman of the board of the Bir-
mingham Museum of Art and the Greater Ala-
bama Council of Boy Scouts of America. He is 
a past chairman of Birmingham’s Metropolitan 
Development Board, the Business Council of 
Alabama, and the Birmingham Regional 
Chamber of Commerce. He is a current direc-
tor on the boards of Protective Life Corp. and 
the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing a dedicated community 
leader and friend to many throughout the 
State of Alabama. I know his family; his wife, 
Wyona; and his many friends join me in prais-
ing his accomplishments and extending thanks 
for his service over the years on behalf of the 
city of Birmingham and the State of Alabama. 

Tom will surely enjoy the well deserved time 
he now has to spend with family and his first 
grandchild, who is due this summer. I wish 
him the best of luck in all of his future endeav-
ors. 

HONORING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF 
HELEN MYERS 

HON. JERRY McNERNEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 15, 2008 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Madam Speaker, I ask my 
colleagues to join me in honoring Mrs. Helen 
Myers as the Brentwood Chamber of Com-
merce’s Citizen of the Year. Helen is an ex-
traordinary woman whose entrepreneurial en-
deavors, generous spirit, and deep commit-
ment to the residents of Brentwood will benefit 
our community for generations to come. 

One of seven children, Helen’s father 
passed away when she was only five years 
old. To support her family during this time of 
need, she began selling produce from her 
mother’s vegetable garden to neighbors. This 
entrepreneurial spirit carried into her adult-
hood, and she is now a successful small busi-
ness owner of both Irene’s Dress Shop and 
The Weathervane. 

The only child in her family to graduate from 
high school, Helen went on to marry Bill 
Myers. Together they moved to California, and 
eventually settled in Brentwood in 1968 with 
their two children, Corky and Sherry. 

Soon after moving to Brentwood, Helen 
joined the East Contra Costa Chapter of the 
Soroptimists International Club, of which she 
has proven to be both a valuable member and 
a tireless volunteer. She has not only been in-
strumental in raising funds for various commu-
nity projects, she has also served on numer-
ous boards and commissions, including the 
Delta Hospital Board, the City’s Art Commis-
sion, and the Art Society Board. 

Helen’s friends and family describe her as 
someone who is always looking out for others. 
As an example of her kindness, friends often 
tell the story of the time Helen caught a young 
woman shoplifting in one of her stores. After 
soon learning the woman was homeless and 
living out of her car with her young child, 
Helen decided against calling the police, and 
instead provided the woman with food and 
clothing and contacted a social service agency 
to assist her with housing. A few weeks later, 
the young woman returned to Helen, thanked 
her for her compassion, and reimbursed her 
for the food and the clothing. 

A woman who has given so much to her 
community, Helen has done so quietly and 
without fanfare, making her selection as the 
Brentwood Chamber of Commerce’s Citizen of 
the Year all the more worthy of public recogni-
tion. From her countless hours as a volunteer, 
to her success as a small business owner, 
Helen has touched the lives of many and has 
improved the community of Brentwood for 
years to come. 

It is for these reasons that I ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring Helen Myers, 
Brentwood Chamber of Commerce’s Citizen of 
the Year. 
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COMMEMORATING RANDY 

JEFFERS 

HON. NICK LAMPSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2008 

Mr. LAMPSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate a true Texan, Randy 
Jeffers of Amarillo, Texas. 

Mr. Jeffers is the 2008 chairman of the 
90,000 strong members of the Texas Associa-
tion of Realtors, TAR. 

The tireless leader of TAR, Mr. Jeffers has 
worked day and night to ensure that the eter-
nal American dream of homeownership will 
not be denied to any Texan, even in these 
challenging times for the real estate market. 

As a former realtor and real estate course 
instructor, I fully recognize the sub-prime mort-
gage crisis facing our Nation. The real estate 
market affects every city, town, county, and 
State in our country, and as we have all seen, 
the wellbeing of the housing market is key to 
the overall strength of the U.S. economy. 

This Congress and the Texas Association of 
Realtors have worked hard to address serious 
issues facing our housing market, and we are 
working together toward a balanced solution 
that turns the market around, stops falling 
prices, stops abuses, aids stable homeowner-
ship, and preserves our vibrant communities. 

Mr. Jeffers was not able to come to Wash-
ington for his legislative conference this year, 
but I wanted to set the record straight that Mr. 
Jeffers passionately believes that real estate is 
a major driving force behind a strong Amer-
ican economy and he is working hard to 
champion his industry at every opportunity. 

f 

IN HONOR OF ARKANSAS’ THIRD 
DISTRICT POLICE OFFICERS 

HON. JOHN BOOZMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2008 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
support of National Peace Officer Memorial 
Day and recognize the sacrifices and honor-
able service of law enforcement officers in Ar-
kansas and throughout the country. 

Their efforts were first honored with this 
special recognition in 1962 when President 
John F. Kennedy designated May 15th as 
Peace Officers Memorial Day and the week as 
National Police Week. 

The law enforcement career path attracts 
many brave Americans. Today there are more 
than 900,000 sworn law enforcement officers 
serving, which is the highest number ever. 

With the honor of the badge also comes the 
possibility of anguish. On average a law en-
forcement officer is killed in the line of duty in 
the United States every 53 hours. Earlier this 
year, the Third District of Arkansas experi-
enced the loss of an Arkansas State Trooper 
who sacrificed his life while on duty. 

My appreciation for these Americans who 
help protect us every day is immeasurable. 
We must recognize and honor the efforts of 
these brave men and women not only this 
week, but all year long. 

KEEPING SPORTS IN PERSPECTIVE 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2008 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to share with my colleagues an excellent May 
13th article by Steve Politi of The Star Ledger 
entitled ‘‘Spygate Shouldn’t Concern Con-
gress.’’ It emphasizes the importance of Con-
gress remaining focused on critical national 
issues such as the economy, healthcare, edu-
cation and the war. 

[From the Star-Ledger, May 13, 2008] 

SPYGATE SHOULDN’T CONCERN CONGRESS 

(By Steve Politi) 

If Congress really wanted to make a dif-
ference in our lives, it could hold hearings on 
how to make our most annoying sports 
storylines go away. Start with the endless 
debate over Joba Chamberlain and his 
eighth-inning celebrations, then move to 
Roger Clemens’ creepy personal life. 

Then, and only then, should Washington 
tackle ‘‘Spygate,’’ which has dragged on 
through an entire season and has the legs to 
make it to training camp. No matter what 
Roger Goodell declares today after meeting 
with fired Patriots video assistant Matt 
Walsh, the NFL commissioner can’t get rid 
of this one himself. 

Arlen Specter will see to that. The Penn-
sylvania senator plans to meet with Walsh 
this afternoon, and it’s hard to believe he’ll 
emerge from their conversation and tell the 
world that the matter is settled. Which 
means, sometime in the near future, Bill 
Belichick could be packing his hoodie for a 
trip to Washington and another unnecessary 
sports-related hearing. 

Specter is another politician who has fig-
ured out that the quickest path to easy pub-
licity—and to getting noticed by his foot-
ball-loving constituency—is to take on a 
sports issue. Why settle for C-SPAN when 
you can get on ESPN and a few hundred 
sports radio stations, too? 

Congress can make an impact on a sports 
issue occasionally, as it did with steroids in 
baseball. Without those early hearings, 
Major League Baseball would have continued 
to take its time cleaning up the sport and 
Mark McGwire might have a bust in Coopers-
town. 

But what, exactly, would society gain from 
a hearing into the Spygate mess? Is it to set 
an example for kids who might steal signals 
at their Pop Warner games? To distract us 
from rising gas prices, the struggling econ-
omy and the million or so more important 
issues? 

‘‘Congress has a legitimate reason to con-
duct hearings on any number of issues in 
sports,’’ said Stephen Ross, director of Penn 
State’s Institute for Sports Law Policy. 
‘‘The question is, what are they looking at? 
Steroids is a legitimate public problem. 
Whether a mass on Roger Clemens’ butt is 
evidence of steroid use is not.’’ 

Specter insisted recently that ‘‘we have a 
right to have honest football games,’’ but 
the Founding Fathers must have forgotten 
to include that with life, liberty and the pur-
suit of happiness. NFL games should be fair, 
of course, but the responsibility for keeping 
them that way belongs to the NFL. 

Goodell fined Belichick, who was caught 
taping signals at the season opener against 
the Jets last fall, $500,000 and docked the 

team a draft pick. He should have suspended 
Belichick, too, to send a message that even 
the league’s most successful coach is not 
above the rules. 

But Goodell is the one who should make 
that decision. Walsh apparently will arrive 
at the NFL offices in New York today with-
out a smoking gun—reports from February 
that Walsh had taped the St. Louis Rams’ 
walk-through before the 2002 Super Bowl 
were false. 

Walsh did turn over eight tapes made from 
2000 to 2002, which further confirms what we 
already know: Belichick is a cheater. He has 
been scolded and embarrassed, his legacy as 
a coach tarnished forever. Do another eight 
examples make it more tarnished? 

No one can ever say for sure what impact 
taping signals had on the Patriots dynasty. 
The answer is probably more than the NFL 
wants to admit, and less than the posse chas-
ing after Belichick with the torches thinks. 
Dragging the coach and commissioner to 
Capitol Hill won’t clear up a thing. 

‘‘If the sole focus of the hearing is, ’What 
did Belichick do and when did he do it?’ I 
agree it’s hard to see the need,’’ Ross said. 
‘‘Whether it becomes the football equivalent 
of a discussion of Tom Cruise and Katie 
Holmes, well, that remains to be seen.’’ 

It is hard to believe that Specter’s motives 
are pure. Beyond the usual grandstanding for 
the cameras. his secondlargest political con-
tributor is Comcast, which is battling the 
NFL over fees for the NFL Network. Tops on 
the list? Comcast’s Washington lobbying 
firm. 

Soaring cable bills! Now there’s a good 
topic for a Congressional hearing. We love a 
good conspiracy, but the only way Spygate 
resembles Watergate is how long it has domi-
nated the news. Bill Belichick is not Richard 
Nixon. He shouldn’t be heading to Wash-
ington. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JERRY WELLER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2008 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to enter into the RECORD votes I 
would have cast had I been present for rollcall 
votes 306 through 316. I was absent on Tues-
day, May 13th and part of the day Wednesday 
April 14th due to personal reasons. 

If I were present I would have voted, ‘‘yea’’ 
on rollcall vote 306, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 307, 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 308, ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall 
vote 309, ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall vote 310, ‘‘nay’’ on 
rollcall vote 311, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 312, 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 313, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 
vote 314, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 315, ‘‘yea’’ on 
rollcall vote 316, and ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall vote 
317. 

f 

HONORING PFC WILBUR J. (WEB) 
FENBERT FOR BEING NAMED 2008 
VETERAN OF THE YEAR 

HON. JIM JORDAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2008 

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, I 
am honored to commend to the House the 
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