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distinguished service of PFC Wilbur J. (Web) 
Fenbert to the United States of America during 
World War II. PFC Fenbert will receive Vet-
eran of the Year honors at an Armed Forces 
Day celebration breakfast this weekend. 

During his time in the military, Web served 
in the 4th Armored Division which was the 
spearhead of the 3rd Army as it pushed into 
German territory. Web was an ambulance 
driver and moved casualties to field hospitals. 
In 1944, on Christmas Day, his division moved 
into Bastogne, and casualties had to be evac-
uated to the field hospital in Chaumont. Web 
bravely made seven trips through German ar-
tillery shell fire as he carried 22 wounded sol-
diers to the hospital. 

Web’s closest call was in a combat offen-
sive called Task Force Baum while involved in 
a mission to liberate the concentration camp 
at Hanneburg, Germany. The camp was sixty 
miles behind German lines. Web picked up 
five casualties from a battle at Schweinhaim 
and took them back to the field hospital. Once 
there, he was ordered not to return. Although 
the Task Force reached Hanneburg, they ran 
into a Panzer Division on their return. All Task 
Force members were either killed or taken as 
prisoners of war. 

Web has many war memories. One is of 
seeing General Patton and General Eisen-
hower directing traffic at a crossroads outside 
Bastogne. Another memory is of liberating 
POW camps such as Moosburg. He said that 
Buchenwald was the worst. Web said, ‘‘I’ll 
never forget the stench or the heinous scene.’’ 
Web was also at Foshenbroke, Germany, 
where General Patton was killed, and he at-
tended the funeral. 

At the end of the war, Web turned in his 
ambulance which had 29 shell holes and said, 
‘‘I wasn’t even scratched.’’ 
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RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF J. 
MICHAEL DURNIL DURING HIS 
TENURE AT ROOSEVELT UNIVER-
SITY 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 15, 2008 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speaker, I 
want to take this opportunity to recognize the 
significant contributions of J. Michael Durnil, 
Ph.D., to Roosevelt University. Dr. Durnil will 
leave Roosevelt University, where he has de-
voted his talents and energies for the last 15 
years, for the newly created position of Senior 
Vice President for GLADD, the Gay and Les-
bian Alliance Against Defamation in Los Ange-
les. 

Throughout his career at Roosevelt, Dr. 
Durnil has been a staunch advocate for stu-
dents, especially those who are the first in 
their family to attend Roosevelt, a protector 
and promoter of the university’s image, reputa-
tion, and history as an institution of higher 
education founded on the principles of social 
justice and academic excellence, and a de-
voted cheerleader for Roosevelt University at 
both the Chicago and Schaumburg campuses. 

During his time at Roosevelt, Dr. Durnil rose 
quickly through the ranks, beginning as Dean 

of Students, serving as the Campus Executive 
Officer for the Schaumburg campus, and 
eventually being promoted to Vice President 
for Administration and Assistant Secretary to 
the Board of Trustees. In spring 2004, he was 
honored as an American Council on Education 
Fellow, a highly prestigious appointment made 
only to the Nation’s top college and university 
leaders. He spent the next academic year at 
Fairleigh Dickinson University in New Jersey. 

Upon his return in 2005, he was named to 
the newly created position of Vice President 
for Governmental Affairs and University Out-
reach, the position he will leave on May 28, 
2008. Making a strong impact from the start, 
Dr. Durnil oversaw the creation, direction and 
implementation of strategic activities focused 
on governmental, community, public and ex-
ternal relations for the university. 

Through Dr. Durnil’s efforts, Roosevelt Uni-
versity gained national and international rec-
ognition as a major sponsor for the 2006 Gay 
Games, which were hosted by the City of Chi-
cago. From serving as a registration site for 
the 140,000 participants to hosting a mayoral 
press conference on campus to providing 
housing for athletes, Roosevelt University was 
a major part of this event, thanks to Dr. Durnil. 
His hard work and penchant for developing 
productive and solid relationships in Spring-
field and Washington, DC, has resulted in a 
strengthened presence and recognition for the 
university with elected officials. 

With deep appreciation and admiration for 
his efforts, I thank Dr. Durnil for his service to 
Roosevelt University and the city of Chicago 
and wish him well in his new endeavors. 
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CONGRATULATING JULIAN SMITH 
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RE-
TIREMENT 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 15, 2008 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pride and pleasure that I rise to honor 
the long and distinguished career of Julian 
Smith, on the occasion of his retirement from 
Alabama Power Company. 

With a career spanning over 34 years, Ju-
lian rose through the ranks of the Alabama 
Power Company. Julian joined Alabama 
Power in 1974 in the construction department 
at Greene County Steam Plant. In 1982, he 
transitioned to the governmental affairs depart-
ment, and in 1991, he was promoted to vice 
president of governmental affairs. Julian as-
sumed his current position, vice president of 
corporate relations, in 2000. 

Julian has been active in Alabama politics 
his entire adult life. He served as corporate li-
aison to former Alabama Governor Don 
Siegelman. In 2001, he was appointed to the 
Delta Regional Authority as well as the Ala-
bama Commission on Physical Fitness. Julian 
also served as corporate liaison for the cre-
ation of the Alabama Black Belt Community 
Foundation, leading Alabama Power to partner 
with Auburn University in their effort to estab-
lish a Regional Foundation for the Black Belt. 

Julian serves on the board of trustees for 
Marion Military Institute. He is an alumnus of 

Leadership Birmingham. He served on the 
1996 Birmingham Soccer Organizing Com-
mittee as well as numerous committees for the 
Birmingham Chamber of Commerce. In 1981, 
the Alabama Jaycees named Julian among 
the ‘‘Four Outstanding Young Men of Ala-
bama.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing a dedicated community 
leader and friend to many throughout Ala-
bama. I know his family and his many friends 
and colleagues join me in praising his accom-
plishments and extending thanks for his serv-
ice over the years on behalf of the State of 
Alabama. 

Julian will surely enjoy the well deserved 
time he now has to spend with family and 
loved ones. On behalf of a grateful State, I 
wish him the best of luck in all his future en-
deavors. 
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HONORING LEE HUDSON OF NAPA 
COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2008 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Mr. Lee 
Hudson, who is being honored by the Napa 
Valley Grapegrowers as their Grower of the 
Year on Friday, May 16, 2008. Mr. Hudson is 
being recognized for his outstanding contribu-
tions to the wine grape industry and the larger 
community of the Napa Valley. 

Hudson Vineyards has established itself 
over the last 25 years as one of the truly great 
vineyards of the Napa Valley. Mr. Hudson 
found his love for winemaking early on, receiv-
ing his B.S. in Horticulture from the University 
of Arizona and continuing his education in Viti-
culture and Enology at the University of Cali-
fornia, Davis. Mr. Hudson’s dedication and 
passion to his craft shows in the number of 
critically acclaimed wines that Hudson Vine-
yards has produced and continues producing 
today. 

Throughout his career, Lee Hudson has set 
a lofty standard for farming in the Napa Valley. 
These high standards are reflected not only in 
the quality of his fruit and clients, but also in 
the loyalty of his employees. In recent years, 
Mr. Hudson has brought significant benefits to 
some of his field-based employees by offering 
after-hours English courses and low-cost 
housing options on the ranch. 

Mr. Hudson is a great role model for other 
growers in the industry through his innovation, 
progressive farming techniques, and managing 
vineyards and surrounding land with a ‘‘sys-
tems approach’’. This ‘‘systems approach’’ 
makes Hudson Vineyards stand out among 
the rest in land stewardship and land con-
servation. Mr. Hudson sets a tremendous ex-
ample with his strong advocacy for the preser-
vation of agriculture in the Napa Valley, as 
well as his active involvement with the Napa 
Valley Grapegrowers. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, it is appro-
priate at this time that we thank Mr. Lee Hud-
son for the incredible work he has done on 
behalf of the Napa Valley. As a respected 
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