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RECOGNIZING COOPER BARNES, 

TUCKER BARNES, CONNOR 
MAGID, AND STEVEN PARKER OF 
VENETA, OREGON 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2008 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Cooper Barnes, Tucker Barnes, 
Connor Magid, and Steven Parker of Veneta, 
Oregon. These Veneta Elementary School stu-
dents are 2008 National ExploraVision win-
ners. The team earned first place in the grade 
4–6 division for designing an underwater en-
ergy generator to harness the power of ocean 
waves. 

The team accepted the challenge of this ex-
tracurricular activity with enthusiasm, deter-
mined to create a technology for clean energy 
generation that was simple and cost-effective. 
They were supported and encouraged by their 
teacher and project coach, Michelle Beller, 
and Mentor Scottie Barnes. Their working pro-
totype, the Wavemaster, successfully fused 
science, technology, and imagination, and it 
worked! 

ExploraVision, now in its sixteenth year, is 
sponsored by the National Science Teachers 
Association and Toshiba. The competition 
highlights the natural curiosity and creativity of 
kids. The student projects showcase their in-
nate desire to explore, experiment, invent, and 
ask really good questions. 

Congratulations to Steven, Connor, Tucker, 
and Cooper for their outstanding achievement. 
I am proud to represent these young Oregon 
scientists and excited about the potential of 
the Wavemaster. 
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HONORING THE WORK OF 
WELCOME HOME TROOPS 

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2008 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, today I rise in 
support of the efforts of the Welcome Home 
Troops, a Southern California based organiza-
tion dedicated to ‘‘Returning the Hearts of Our 
Soldiers to our Homeland.’’ 

Welcome Home Troops is a non-profit orga-
nization based in Lake Elsinore, California. Its 
efforts extend beyond California to Texas, 
Kentucky, and future expansion to additional 
states. Dedicated to the reintegration of The 
Global War on Terrorism veterans back into 
the community, Welcome Home Troops pro-
vides support services to help 
servicemembers transition comfortably from 
combat to home, restore personal relation-
ships, and encourage a productive and posi-
tive life after military service. 

Welcome Troops sponsors job fairs, college 
fairs, financial aid counseling, relationship 
counseling, drug abuse counseling, Vets to 
Vets mentoring, and Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder (PTSD) counseling. According to the 
National Center for PTSD, at least 18% of 
those serving in Iraq and at least 11% of 

those serving in Afghanistan will suffer from 
PTSD. Welcome Home Troops aspires to pro-
vide services that will lessen the effects of war 
time stresses. 

In honor of Memorial Day, Welcome Home 
Troops will involve the community with a Mili-
tary Appreciation night in Lake Elsinore, Cali-
fornia on May 24, 2008. This full afternoon 
and evening will be filled with assistance out-
reach opportunities and family fun activities to 
be capped with an evening game of baseball. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you to please join 
me in congratulating Welcome Home Troops 
for their dedication this Memorial Day and be-
yond to our returning servicemembers and 
their families. 
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HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF 
CEDAR HILL CITY SECRETARY 
FRANKIE LEE 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 15, 2008 

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Frankie Lee on the occasion of 
her retirement as City Secretary for the City of 
Cedar Hill. 

Frankie Lee began her service to the City of 
Cedar Hill on September 20, 1977, when she 
joined the City as the Purchasing Agent/Sec-
retary. She is currently the longest serving 
employee of the City of Cedar Hill, holding a 
30 Year Service Certificate. 

Frankie was Appointed City Secretary on 
April 1, 1984, upon the retirement of then-City 
Secretary Marie Vincent. 

During her tenure with the City of Cedar Hill, 
Frankie has been associated with seven May-
ors, four City Managers and numerous Council 
Members. She has been a first-hand witness 
to the growth and progressiveness of Cedar 
Hill, growing from a population of approxi-
mately 6,800 in 1980 to 46,000 in 2008. 

In her early years as City Secretary, Frankie 
was in charge of Human Resources, insur-
ance, payroll and zoning. Her current role as 
City Secretary includes Official Meeting No-
tices, Minutes, City Public Information Coordi-
nator, Records Management Officer and nu-
merous other duties. For several years she 
was one of Cedar Hill’s Alternate Members of 
the North Central Texas Housing Finance Cor-
poration. 

She has also been responsible for the City’s 
general and special elections and has worked 
closely with the Dallas County Elections De-
partment to insure the proper management of 
ballots, early voting, Election Day Voting, and 
results. It is estimated that in her over 24 
years as City Secretary, Frankie has overseen 
approximately 50 elections. 

Frankie has been an active Member of the 
Texas Municipal Clerks Association, North 
Texas Municipal Clerks Association, and Inter-
national Institute of Municipal Clerks. Through 
the years she has attended many Training and 
Certification Courses and Professional Semi-
nars presented by these organizations, as well 
as the Texas Attorney General and Secretary 
of State. 

In 2005, she was a Texas Municipal Clerks’ 
Honor Roll ‘‘Honoree’’. 

Frankie attended the University of Texas at 
Arlington and is a Graduate of the Leadership 
Southwest Class of 1996–97. 

She is an active Member of the Cedar Hill 
Lions Club, serving on the Board of Directors, 
and has Chaired the Annual Pancake Break-
fast for the past three years. Lion Tamer-Elect 
for 2008–09, she was recently Honored at the 
Lions District Convention as the Cedar Hill 
Lions Club ‘‘Grass Roots Lion’’ for 2007–08. 

A Member of First United Methodist Church 
of Cedar Hill, Frankie has two grown daugh-
ters and one grandson. 

Madam Speaker, in closing, I would like to 
commend and congratulate Frankie Lee on all 
of her accomplishments. Her numerous years 
of service and dedication to the City of Cedar 
Hill is worthy of recognition. It is an honor to 
represent Frankie Lee in the 24th District of 
Texas and I wish her continued success in the 
years to come. 
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IN HONOR OF ARMED FORCES DAY 

HON. NANCY E. BOYDA 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2008 

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor all branches of the military 
this Armed Forces Day. I speak for Kansas 
and for the United States when I say that the 
men and women who make our country safe 
have earned our respect and our appreciation. 

Many are called upon to protect our towns, 
our businesses and our homes in times of cri-
sis. When Mother Nature strikes, the National 
Guard absorbs the blow and ensures that life 
will go on as usual. Each of our military per-
sonnel has been tasked with the defense of 
our Nation. When terrorism, tyranny and injus-
tice strike, the National Guard, the Army, the 
Navy, the Marines, the Air Force, and the 
Coast Guard absorb the blow so that we can 
remain free. Free to enjoy our values, to pur-
sue our hopes and dreams. 

These service men and women have been 
asked to travel to Iraq or Afghanistan, to be 
away from their spouses, their children, their 
jobs—that’s a lot to ask of anyone. Yet they 
go and they fulfill their responsibilities to their 
State and our country. Today we recognize 
these brave men and women. Every day we 
recognize those who serve. I want to thank 
them for their vital role in making this Nation 
the land of the brave and the home of the 
free. 
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TRIBUTE TO BOB REGNIER 

HON. DENNIS MOORE 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2008 

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to Bob Regnier, who 
recently was named Philanthropist of the Year 
by the Kansas City Council on Philanthropy. I 
was honored to attend a luncheon on May 9th 
at which he received this very well-deserved 
honor, which prompted me to consider Bob 
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