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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2008 

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, I was ab-
sent from the Chamber for rollcall vote 320 on 
May 14, 2008. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF BARBARA 
GOODWIN 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2008 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
along with my colleague from California, Con-
gressman DENNIS CARDOZA to pay tribute to 
the distinguished public service of Barbara 
Goodwin. After working nearly 40 years with 
the County of Fresno, she has decided to re-
tire this year. 

During her tenure, Barbara worked tirelessly 
to improve Central California’s transportation 
system. At retirement, she held the position of 
Executive Director of the Fresno County 
Council of Governments. We have had the 
pleasure of working with Barbara frequently 
and her dedication to the community is to be 
commended. 

Due to her vast knowledge and attention to 
detail, Barbara was frequently called upon by 
State agencies to represent the Valley on tran-
spiration issues at forums and meetings. Over 
her distinguished career, Barbara has served 
on multiple statewide committees such as the 
University of California’s advisory panel on 
transportation planning curriculum, and the 
task force on State transportation improve-
ment program reform. In 2007 she was ap-
pointed by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger 
to the California Partnership for the San Joa-
quin Valley. 

Throughout her career with Fresno County, 
Barbara Goodwin has proven to be a highly 
effective leader who was always committed to 
excellent in public service. As she gets ready 
to spend much more time enjoying other relax-
ing activities, my colleague and I wish her 
continued success and best of luck for the fu-
ture. 

f 

HONORING TIAA–CREF’S 90TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. PETER T. KING 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2008 

Mr. KING of New York. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in honor of TIAA–CREF’s 90th anni-
versary and to recognize the important con-
tributions that this company has made to New 
York and across the country. 

TIAA–CREF is a company with a rich and 
distinguished history. As a trustee of Cornell 
University in my home State of New York, phi-

lanthropist and businessman Andrew Carnegie 
was appalled by how many college professors 
could not afford to retire. He then established 
the Carnegie Foundation to support pension 
plans for professors. Soon, he realized the 
Foundation’s endowment was too limited for 
the increasing number of qualified professors 
and, in 1918, established the Teachers Insur-
ance Annuity Association with an initial million- 
dollar subsidy from the Carnegie Corporation 
of New York. At the time, TIAA was the only 
large, portable, fully-funded private pension 
system in the country. 

In 1952, TIAA created CREF, the College 
Retirement Equities Fund, the world’s first eq-
uity variable annuity and today the largest eq-
uity mutual fund. That year, an editor of For-
tune magazine wrote, ‘‘This is the biggest de-
velopment in the insurance-investment busi-
ness since the passage of the Social Security 
Act.’’ 

Now, TIAA–CREF is a Fortune 100 com-
pany serving 3.4 million active and retired em-
ployees of more than 15,000 institutions. 
TIAA–CREF is also one of the largest employ-
ers in the United States, employing almost 
1,200 individuals in New York and over 7,000 
Americans nationwide. 

Headquartered in New York City, TIAA– 
CREF provides financial services for over 
10,400 participants with assets totaling over 
$1.3 billion in my home district and admin-
isters plans for 1,784 nonprofit educational, re-
search, and health care institutions across 
New York State. 

The important work that this company does 
in helping Americans plan for retirement and 
to save for a quality education is unparalleled. 
I am proud to be honoring them today and 
wish TIAA–CREF continued success. 
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HONORING THE 18TH ANNUAL DC 
BLACK PRIDE CELEBRATION 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2008 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, Memorial 
Day Week, May 21–26, is the 18th Annual DC 
Black Pride celebration in Washington, DC. 

DC Black Pride is an exciting six-day event 
complete with dynamic workshops, receptions, 
cultural arts activities, small and large night-
club events, that culminates in the world’s old-
est, most inclusive Black Pride Festival. Many 
consider DC’s festival one of the world’s pre-
eminent Black Pride celebrations. The Festival 
consistently draws more than 30,000 people to 
the Nation’s Capital. Attendees come from 
every major urban area in the United States 
as well as Canada, the Caribbean, South Afri-
ca, Great Britain, France, Germany, and the 
Netherlands. The Black Pride Festival features 
activities for the entire family, including per-
formances by national recording artists, 200 
exhibition booths, book signings from noted 
writers, participation from national and local 
health organizations, and arts and crafts. 

Black Lesbian and Gay Pride Day, Inc. 
(BLGPD), the celebration’s organizing body, 
chose the theme ‘‘Official 18: Empowered and 
Poppin’ ’’ to encourage the Black lesbian, gay, 

bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) commu-
nities to vote, to combat homophobia, to pro-
mote health and wellness, to strengthen their 
communities, and to inspire Black LGBT peo-
ple everywhere to live their lives with pride. 

Black Lesbian and Gay Pride Day, Inc., a 
non-profit organization with a volunteer Board 
of Directors, coordinates this annual event. 
BLGPD’s 2008 Board of Directors consists of: 
Courtney R. Snowden, President; Ray T. Dan-
iels, Jr., Vice President; Christopher Lane, 
Corresponding Secretary; Khalid Parker, Re-
cording Secretary; Meagan Marcano, Treas-
urer; and the following Members at Large: Lisa 
Washington, Sterling A. Washington, and 
Shanika Whitehurst; and these Members 
Emeritus: Earl Fowlkes, James W. Hawkins, 
Eric E. Richardson, Clarence J. Fluker, and 
Cheryl Dunn, who lead BLGPD in its mission 
to build knowledge of and to create greater 
pride in the Black LGBT community’s diversity, 
while raising funds to ameliorate and prevent 
health problems in this community, especially 
HIV/AIDS. 

I ask this House to join me in welcoming all 
attending the 18th Annual DC Black Pride 
celebration in Washington, DC, and I take this 
opportunity to remind the celebrants that 
United States citizens who reside in Wash-
ington, DC are taxed without full voting rep-
resentation in Congress. 
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STATEMENT FOR INTRODUCTION 
NASA AUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2008 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2008 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, 
today I am introducing the ‘‘NASA Authoriza-
tion Act of 2008’’, a bill to reauthorize the pro-
grams of the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration for fiscal year 2009. I am 
pleased that Science and Technology Com-
mittee Chairman BART GORDON, Ranking Mi-
nority Member RALPH HALL, and Space and 
Aeronautics Subcommittee Ranking Minority 
Member TOM FEENEY are joining me as origi-
nal cosponsors. Their cosponsorship dem-
onstrates the bipartisan nature of the support 
for NASA in this Congress, and I want to 
thank them for their efforts in helping to de-
velop this legislation. 

In addition to providing funding and pro-
grammatic direction for fiscal year 2009, this 
bill is also intended to provide congressional 
guidance for the next Administration relative to 
NASA. I believe that it is critically important for 
Congress to do so. Without a clear statement 
of congressional priorities and policies for the 
Nation’s civil space and aeronautics enter-
prise, we run the risk of wasting both time and 
scarce resources during and after the transi-
tion from one Administration to the next. I 
want to avoid such an outcome if at all pos-
sible. 

Madam Speaker, 2008 marks the 50th anni-
versary of the birth of the U.S. space program 
and the establishment of NASA. NASA has 
accomplished a great deal in both space and 
aeronautical R&D over those past five dec-
ades, and we can all take pride in what has 
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